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Police Charge 2 in U.S. Teen’s Disappearance

Two men were charged in connection with the disappearance of an Alabama
teenager, Aruba’s attorney general said.

Authorities on the Dutch Caribbean island also requested a special FBI diving team,
said Atty. Gen. Caren Janssen.

The arrests came nearly a week after 18-year-old Natalee Holloway disappeared
during a trip with more than 100 classmates from Mountain Brook High School, near
Birmingham.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris

Montana officials shot and killed a grizzly. Its DNA linked it to
a human death
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Accident Considered in Disappearance

Accidental death has not been ruled out in the disappearance of an Alabama honors
student in Aruba, despite the arrest of two men, authorities said.

Police and the FBI kept up a search for 18-year-old Natalee Holloway.

Officials said the two suspects had not been charged, contrary to previous reports. A
spokeswoman for the attorney general said authorities initially had misspoken while
trying to explain the situation to reporters in English, a second language in the Dutch
territory.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris

Montana officials shot and killed a grizzly. Its DNA linked it to
a human death
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3 Suspects Arrested in Teen’s Disappearance

Aruba police arrested three young men who acknowledged giving a missing Alabama
teenager a ride the night she disappeared more than a week ago.

Those detained were two brothers from Suriname and a Dutch student who is the son
of a high-ranking Dutch justice official. No charges were immediately filed.

Prime Minister Nelson Oduber said finding Natalee Holloway, 18, was Aruba’s “No. 1
goal.”

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris

Montana officials shot and killed a grizzly. Its DNA linked it to
a human death
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‘Something Bad Happened’ to Teen in Aruba

 One of three young men who took an Alabama teenager to the
beach during her high school graduation trip to Aruba said “something bad
happened” to her, police said Friday.

Deputy Police Commissioner Gerold Dompig said the man was leading police to the
scene late Friday. He refused to identify which man had made the statement.

Natalee Holloway, 18, disappeared May 30 while on a five-day trip to the Caribbean
island with 124 classmates and seven chaperons celebrating their graduation from
Mountain Brook High School, near Birmingham. Police found her U.S. passport and
packed bags in her hotel room.

Three men -- two brothers from Suriname and a Dutch student -- were arrested
Thursday.

A lawyer for the two Suriname suspects -- Satish Kalpoe, 18, and his brother Deepak,
21 -- said they told police they took Holloway to Arashi Beach, on the northern tip of
the island, in the early hours of May 30.

According to their testimony, Holloway and the Dutch teen, an honors student at
Aruba International School, “were in the back seat kissing.”

The testimony was reviewed by the court-appointed lawyer for one of two former
hotel security guards also held in the case.
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According to the testimony, they told police that they dropped Holloway at a Holiday
Inn around 2 a.m. and last saw her being approached by a man in a black security
guard uniform before they drove off.

The brothers told police the young woman was drunk, said Noraina Pietersz, who is
representing Nick John, 30, a former security guard arrested Sunday.

Holiday Inn employees say security cameras did not record Holloway’s return.

In addition, a Holiday Inn guard who worked the overnight shift the day the young
woman disappeared said he did not see her, said Pietersz, who said she also reviewed
the guard’s testimony to police.

In Mountain Brook, Holloway’s aunt, Marcia Twitty, expressed frustration earlier
that Aruban authorities initially released the three young men last week after
questioning them.

Police Supt. Jan van der Straaten said that Holloway and the Dutch teenager had met
two days earlier at the casino of her hotel.

John and Abraham Jones, 28, a fellow former security guard, are being held on
suspicion of murder and capital kidnapping, or kidnapping resulting in death,
Pietersz said. None of the five has been charged.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Judge OKs Detention of 3 in Case of Missing Teen

Three young men who took an Alabama honors student to the beach before she
disappeared must stay in jail, a judge ruled, as Aruba’s attorney general and others
denied reports that one had said he would take police to the woman’s body.

As rumors mounted about the fate of Natalee Holloway, 18, a spokeswoman for her
family said that no body had been found.

Holloway vanished hours before she was expected at the airport to end a five-day trip
to Aruba with 124 classmates and seven chaperons celebrating the students’ high
school graduation.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris

Montana officials shot and killed a grizzly. Its DNA linked it to
a human death
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It’s morning, and it’s rowdy

 In Tuesday’s installment of the fevered morning show wars, “Today”
drew the first blood.

Co-anchor Katie Couric opened the broadcast by securing an exclusive with Michael
Jackson’s attorney, Thomas A. Mesereau Jr., which NBC flagged with an emblem
“First on Today” in the corner of the screen.

“This is his very first interview since the verdict,” Couric noted as she introduced him.

But her scoop didn’t last long.

Over at ABC’s Times Square studio, “Good Morning America’s” Charlie Gibson also
interviewed Mesereau by satellite, half an hour later.

ABC scored its own coup by persuading six Jackson jurors to be flown across the
country for a live in-studio interview with Diane Sawyer.

“Today’s” Matt Lauer shot back with two juror interviews but had to do them via
satellite. Later in the show, NBC had two other jurors in the studio for interviews, but
only after waiting for them to wrap up at ABC.

Tuesday’s broadcasts offered a glimpse of the tight competition between the two top-
rated morning shows and underscored how “Today” is fighting to maintain an edge in
the face of “Good Morning America’s” recent climb in the ratings.
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Nearly two months after taking over the NBC program, Executive Producer Jim Bell
and executive-in-charge Phil Griffin have sought to re-energize the show by
aggressively pursuing exclusive newsmaker interviews, giving the anchors more
freedom to ad lib, and encouraging creative approaches.

“We want to make the show sparkle, and hopefully we’ve done a little of that,” Griffin
said in a recent interview. “It’s about creativity, finding the right edge to the story.”

So, while “Good Morning America” beat out “Today” for a live behind-the-scenes tour
of the King Tut exhibit at LACMA on Tuesday, two days before it opens to the public,
“Today” sought to one-up the competition by dispatching correspondent Campbell
Brown to Egypt. She conducted a live tour of the actual King Tut tomb with an
Egyptologist.

(For its part, ABC had correspondent David Wright live in Giza, Egypt, where he
introduced a taped segment about the “curse of the mummy.”)

For almost a decade, “Today” has remained the undisputed champ of the morning
shows. But in recent months, “Good Morning America” put a scare into NBC by
coming close to surpassing it in viewership. In early May, “Today” was edging its ABC
rival by only 45,000 viewers.

However, in the last five weeks, NBC has pulled away. By the end of the month,
“Today’s” lead was up to 497,000 viewers, according to Nielsen Media Research.
Early estimates indicate that it grew to more than half a million last week.

In overall viewership, “Today” is still down from last year, averaging 5.9 million
viewers this season to date, compared with 6.2 million viewers at this point last year.
Meanwhile, “Good Morning America” has an average viewership of 5.3 million, up
from 5 million during this time last year.

CBS’ “The Early Show,” perpetually in third place, has averaged 3.3 million viewers to
date this year, a little more than half of the viewership of its network rivals.
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Being first is not just a matter of pride -- the morning programs are the most
profitable parts of the network news divisions, and the highest-ranked show can
charge advertisers a premium.

NBC officials expressed relief at the recent ratings trend.

“The show is demonstrably better, and I think the audience has clearly noticed,” said
NBC Universal Television Group President Jeff Zucker. In late April, he fired
executive producer Tom Touchet in response to ABC’s gains.

Zucker -- the executive producer who guided “Today” to its top-ranked standing in
1995, where it has remained ever since -- praised Bell and Griffin for speeding up the
pacing of the program and returning the program to “its news roots.”

In the last few weeks, Couric and Lauer have interviewed a spate of newsmakers,
including U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, British Prime Minister Tony Blair, U.S.
Atty. Gen. Alberto R. Gonzales, Democratic Party Chairman Howard Dean and
Madonna.

NBC is already plugging the exclusive interview Couric scored with runaway bride
Jennifer Wilbanks and her fiance, John Mason, set to air in a prime-time special
June 21, with portions broadcast that morning and the next on “Today.”

The new executives have also eliminated much of the scripted banter between the two
anchors, allowing Couric and Lauer to talk off-the-cuff instead. The change has
allowed for a more relaxed dynamic between the longtime co-hosts, who enjoy
teasing one another.

“It’s important whenever possible to bring some spontaneity to live TV,” Bell said.
“One change we’ve tried to make is getting those two, among the best ad-libbers, to
have a conversation, be it serious, funny or light.”

Ben Sherwood, executive producer of “Good Morning America,” acknowledged that
his competitors have stepped up their game.
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“They’ve taken it up a level,” he said. “They’re very aggressively going after stories.
They’ve opened the show up so the anchors can be more themselves.”

But he’s not willing to accede “Today” the crown.

Under Sherwood, who has been in his post since April 2004, the ABC program has
developed a fast-paced menu of news and pop culture. News anchor Robin Roberts
has also joined Gibson and Sawyer at the desk as a co-anchor.

“The strategy is to stick with the game plan that has been working, to bring the most
urgent, relevant and watchable program,” Sherwood said. “We’re exactly where we
want to be.”

Often, the competition between the programs resembles an endless volley between
top-ranked tennis players.

On Friday, for example, while “Today” had an interview with the father of Natalee
Holloway, the 18-year-old who is missing after a class trip to Aruba, “Good Morning
America” interviewed her mother -- whom “Today” promptly booked for Monday’s
show. ABC then brought her back Tuesday.

Both programs, meanwhile, have to keep an eye on “The Early Show,” which has
aggressively sought to stay in the competitive mix. On Tuesday, Executive Producer
Michael Bass proudly touted that the program had Mesereau, three Jackson case
jurors and an interview with the singer’s brother Jermaine.

“On a story where all the biggest names in the business are going for the interview,
we’re usually at a little bit of a disadvantage,” Bass said. “But we’re scrappy and we’re
fighters and we don’t give up.”

More to Read
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Dutch Official’s Home Searched in Teen Case

Police searched the home of a high-ranking Dutch judicial official whose son was
with an Alabama honors student the night she disappeared, carrying out plastic
garbage bags full of items and towing away two vehicles.

Earlier, the official, Paul van der Sloot, asked a judge for permission to see his 17-
year-old son, Joran, who remains in police custody with two other young men in the
disappearance of Natalee Holloway, 18.

Holloway was celebrating her graduation from Mountain Brook High School with 124
other students and seven chaperons when she vanished during the early hours of May
30. Her U.S. passport and packed bags were found in her room.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Some Parents Not Crazy About Grad Getaways

Minoo Helali fears she won’t be able to sleep at night when her daughter heads away
for an exotic vacation in Cancun this month as a reward for her high school
graduation.

With 17-year-old Monica preparing to leave Taft High in only six days, Helali has
been nervously monitoring news reports about missing Alabama teenager Natalee
Holloway, who disappeared last month while on a graduation trip to Aruba.

“I am worried because I always was with her, all the time,” Helali said. “I always
know where she goes, what she is doing.”

Yet, despite her concerns, Helali is letting Monica go anyway: “I’m happy for her
because I wanted to make her happy and really she deserves it. She really studies
hard.”

As hundreds of Southern California high school grads prepare to celebrate their
independence by hitting the beaches and clubs in Mexico and the Caribbean, the
Holloway mystery is causing parents like Helali to have second thoughts about their
children’s safety.

Holloway, an 18-year-old honors student from Birmingham, had joined 124
classmates and seven adult chaperons on a trip to Aruba organized by a private
company. The teen disappeared May 30 after leaving a nightclub with three men. The
men were arrested on June 9 but no charges have been filed, and a fourth man was
taken into custody on Friday. Authorities, meanwhile, continue to search for the girl.
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Doug Schreiber, father of two seniors at Taft High in Woodland Hills, said he too has
been disturbed by Holloway’s disappearance.

“It’s very scary,” Schreiber said. “I think [if] they go somewhere with a minimal
amount of supervision, yeah, they’re 18, but they’re still kids.”

His twin daughters had no desire to go on the Taft group’s graduation trip to Cancun.
But even if they had wanted to, Schreiber said he probably would not have let them
go.

Officials at two student travel companies that organize graduation trips said this
week that they have received more than the usual number of inquiries from parents
concerned about supervision. Nevertheless, they said the number of students going
on trips to Mexican resorts such as Cancun and Puerto Vallarta and to the Bahamas
has generally been on the rise.

Over the past year, SWAT, a Costa Mesa-based student travel company, has seen its
grad trips increase from about 900 students to 1,200, with 65% to 70% coming from
Southern California, said customer service manager Kahinano Donlin.

Tina Javaherian, an 18-year-old Taft senior, will go to Cancun with classmates five
days after graduation and is looking forward to the adventure.

Javaherian said the trip will help the graduates “to grow and explore new things in
life so they can learn more about the world.”

Schools do not generally sanction such trips. But the word gets out: Some companies
recruit high school students to pass information to their classmates, and they are
paid with free trips based on the number of packages they sell.

The students from Taft will be traveling with Invasion Tours, a Pleasant Hill, Calif.,
company.
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Invasion officials say they set up travel plans for groups and make their professional
staff available 24 hours a day for assistance. The company escorts students from and
back to the airport in the destination country and provides daytime and nighttime
activities. However, it is up to the groups to find chaperons if they set off on their
own.

“We’re not going to put these kids on a leash,” said Kirk Riley of
www.graduationtrips.com, which sells Invasion trips. “These kids want freedom.”

Ripley Hunter, chief executive of Invasion Tours, said his company provides an
alternative for students who might otherwise travel by themselves. Some students are
only months away from going off to college, where they will be treated like adults.

“Because they are adults, they are able to come and go as they please,” Hunter said.
“This Aruba situation, while it is so tragic, it is not a reflection of the great value of
organized student travel. It’s important to use common sense at home and abroad.”

Helene Apper, a former Taft parent who still co-writes the school’s newsletter for
parents, has long been critical of such tours. She said she pulled her son out of an
Invasion Tours grad trip three years ago, unsatisfied with the company’s responses to
her questions.

There’s “no supervision,” Apper said, calling it “basically a drunk-fest for seniors.”

But for 18-year-old Michelle Ahoobim, her trip to Puerto Vallarta with Invasion
Tours last summer was filled with fun memories of swinging down vines to a
beautiful lake, shopping for pearl-colored seashell necklaces and sliding down
slippery rocks.

“It was a wonderful, nice vacation with my friends,” said Ahoobim, who has since
become an Invasion high school representative.

This year, Ahoobim is the organizer for Taft’s trip. Invasion Tours expects to take 70
to 80 students to Cancun for seven days, charging them about $1,000 each. She says
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she has fielded some questions from two parents concerned over what happened to
Holloway in Aruba. However, no student has pulled out, she said.

“Parents, they’re concerned, but they’re not going to not let their kids go on their
senior trip because of one incident,” she said.

Three seniors interviewed by The Times said whether traveling through Los Angeles
or to Mexico, it is ultimately up to each student to be aware of his or her
surroundings.

“As long as you’re a responsible teen you have nothing to worry about,” said Akash
Trivedi, who just graduated from Anaheim’s Fairmont Prep Academy. “I really
believe she [Holloway] just got unlucky. It could happen on a school trip or when
you’re with your parents or when you get older.”

More to Read

The last days of California’s oldest Chinese restaurant: From
anonymity to history

A new limit on rent increases takes effect today. What to expect

The hidden role of public pensions in raising rents in California

Wendy Lee
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Texas Search Team to Hunt for Missing Teen

A volunteer group from Texas said it would take dogs and sonar equipment to Aruba
to help search for Natalee Holloway, 18, who has been missing for three weeks on the
resort island.

A team of 17 volunteers, including three divers, from Texas EquuSearch is to arrive
today to look for the Alabama teen.

She disappeared May 30, the last day of a five-day vacation during which she and 124
other students were celebrating their high school graduation. Four men have been
arrested, but no one has been charged.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris

Montana officials shot and killed a grizzly. Its DNA linked it to
a human death
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Dutch Official Arrested in Teen’s Disappearance

Police arrested the father of a young Dutch teen already in custody in connection with
the disappearance of a young Alabama woman and said he was considered a suspect
in the 3-week-old case.

The teen’s mother, meanwhile, told Associated Press that her son had changed his
story, admitting to her that he was alone with 18-year-old Natalee Holloway on a
beach the night she vanished, and that he left her there, not at a hotel as he had
earlier stated.

But Joran van der Sloot, 17, insisted that he did not hurt her, said his mother, Anita.

Paul van der Sloot, 52, a justice official on this Dutch Caribbean island, was arrested
shortly after he and his wife left the San Nicolas prison where Joran is being held,
Anita van der Sloot said, adding that her husband was “a man of integrity.”

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Police Release DJ Held in Teen’s Disappearance

Aruban police released a party boat disc jockey held in the May 30 disappearance of
18-year-old Alabama tourist Natalee Holloway, a day after a judge said authorities
did not have enough evidence against him.

Steven Gregory Croes, 26, did not speak with reporters as he left the courthouse in
the capital, Oranjestad, through a back exit.

Three others remain in custody, but no one has been charged.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris

Montana officials shot and killed a grizzly. Its DNA linked it to
a human death
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Dutch to Join Hunt for Teen

 The Netherlands will send three F-16 warplanes rigged with
search equipment to try to find an Alabama teenager who disappeared in Aruba
nearly five weeks ago, Aruban authorities said Saturday.

The three planes, equipped with infrared and sonar-scanning capacity, were expected
to arrive this afternoon, Aruban government spokesman Ruben Trapenberg said.

Trapenberg said the planes were being sent after Aruban Justice Minister Rudy Croes
requested more help from the Netherlands, the Caribbean island’s former colonizer,
in finding Natalee Holloway. The 18-year-old from Mountain Brook, Ala.,
disappeared May 30, on the last of a five-day graduation trip with 124 classmates.

Last week, Sen. Richard C. Shelby, a Republican from Alabama, and Alabama Gov.
Bob Riley wrote letters to Aruban Prime Minister Nelson Oduber urging the
government to do more and let the FBI play a larger role in the investigation.

“With every passing day, I become increasingly concerned that the current
investigation has reached a dead end,” Shelby wrote. “It’s unfathomable that the
Aruban government would not take advantage of the full spectrum of resources,
personnel and expertise of the FBI.”

Seven FBI agents have had an observer role on the island since a few days after
Holloway disappeared, but they have repeatedly said they did not have jurisdiction to
direct the searches or investigation.
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Three young men have been detained in the disappearance: Dutch teenager Joran
van der Sloot and Surinamese brothers Deepak Kalpoe, 21, and Satish Kalpoe, 18.

Trapenberg said Friday that the three young men had not been formally charged but
could be as soon as Monday. Trapenberg has not said what charges could be filed
against the three. They were the last ones seen with Holloway the night she
disappeared.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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It’s all in how you take the news

Hours after the bombings in London, the story was being made local, with KTLA and
Fox 11’s morning gabfest “Good Day L.A.” dispatching reporters to MetroRail
stations.

“What people are telling me is, it’s actually making them a little terrified here,”
Nischelle Turner reported from Hollywood, as B-roll of mostly empty subway
stations flashed by.

It was almost a sweet gesture -- the notion that the psychic trauma of the millions
who use the London Underground was being felt all the way to Los Angeles, where far
fewer ride the subway.

But terrorist attacks, even more than global music concerts, promote a sense of
solidarity now on TV. Even Fox News Channel, shamelessly obsessed in recent weeks
with the ratings-friendly case of Natalee Holloway, missing in Aruba, gave over bits of
time to Britain’s Sky News.

On MSNBC, a reassuring face from 9/11 appeared. “This is a psychological war as
much as it is an actual war,” former New York Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani told
anchor Lester Holt. “And part of the psychology is to create chaos. The people of
London resisted that today.”

Giuliani happened to be in London on Thursday, and Holt couldn’t resist terming his
interview with him an “exclusive” as he teased it into a commercial.

114



02/08/2024 10:44 It's all in how you take the news - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-jul-08-et-notebook8-story.html 2/2

On American TV, the story of the bombings was mostly intertwined with updates on
security measures being taken here, which may be inevitable given the scars of 9/11
and the airborne catastrophic fears since then.

But the pace and tone of American TV news itself have a way of stoking vague fears,
especially in the way a chaotic jumble of information is thrown at you. So it was
instructive to turn to BBC America, where the news anchors look like it’s less of a
stretch for them to respond quickly and appropriately when serious world events turn
local.

On the BBC you saw interviews with bloodied and dazed commuters, but there was
also a sense of sobriety about the day’s events. Even the raw feed from a picture
phone used by a commuter -- introducing itself as a device in breaking news TV
coverage -- didn’t come off as sensationalized.

The tone of BBC coverage could be described, finally, as adult. I didn’t hear the word
“exclusive,” for example, even as they broadcast an interview with an injured
passenger just released from the hospital.

To watch the BBC handle this crisis was to sense a network not nearly so paranoid as
its American counterparts that the viewer might be about to switch the channel,
surfing for better video.
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Straight from Van Susteren

 Greta Van Susteren had about 90 seconds until airtime. But seated
behind a crescent-shaped desk in a brightly lit studio on a recent night, the Fox News
Channel host wasn’t paging through her notes or checking her makeup. She was
responding to e-mails.

Her fingers flew over a laptop propped up on the desk, dashing off a response to one
viewer about a development in the disappearance of 18-year-old Natalee Holloway in
Aruba, a case she has followed closely for more than a month. She told another where
he could send a letter of support to Holloway’s mother. A third gave her an idea for a
question she posed to a guest later in the show: Just who was paying the legal fees for
two of the suspects?

Van Susteren had already answered hundreds of messages earlier in the day, and
there were still 2,821 unread e-mails in her inbox. That’s just the way she likes it; she
gazed at the blinking screen with contentment.

“I much prefer to interact with the viewers than just talk at them,” she said. “It’s
where I think the business is headed.”

At a time when the television news networks are cautiously experimenting with ways
to pull back the curtain on the news-making process, the former criminal defense
attorney has embraced a warts-and-all transparency as a hallmark of her 3-year-old
Fox show, “On the Record w/ Greta Van Susteren.”
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She spends more than two hours a day answering e-mails, often culling the messages
for tips that she incorporates into the program. She also conducts an online
conversation with viewers through her blog, “GretaWire,” the most popular on the
Fox website, drawing more than 150,000 hits a day.

In recent entries, she explained how bad audio quality marred a recent interview she
conducted via videophone, posted e-mails from viewers urging her to dress better
and wrote about her often fruitless efforts to extract information from the Aruban
authorities.

Her online musings are written in the same matter-of-fact, blunt tone that
characterizes her nightly show, which offers little of the sharply opinionated banter
for which Fox has become notable. On air, Van Susteren’s persona is more dogged
investigator than brash talk show host. She peppers guests with a series of open-
ended questions delivered in the flat timbre of her native Appleton, Wis., often
challenging an interviewee who makes a strong assertion by asking skeptically: “What
is your level of certainty about that?”

The 51-year-old, who acknowledges that she’s politically more liberal than most of
her Fox counterparts, has developed a strong following at the top-rated news
channel, which she joined in 2002 after 10 years at CNN. She’s drawn an average of
1.5 million viewers so far this year, according to Nielsen Media Research, far
outstripping the competition in her 10 p.m. time slot.

Her coverage of the Holloway case has been especially successful. In the last two
weeks, her ratings were up 59% over the same period last year. “On the Record” has
drawn an average of more than 2 million viewers on 18 nights during the last two
months, beating out Fox stalwart Bill O’Reilly half a dozen times.

Van Susteren’s willingness to expose the behind-the-scenes workings and her
dispassionate approach to stories make her an unusual star in the often-shrill world
of cable news.
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“She’s one of the straightest people doing legal analysis because the whole business
has gotten progressively over the top,” said MSNBC host Tucker Carlson, who worked
with Van Susteren at CNN.

Her measured style stands in sharp contrast to that of analysts such as former
prosecutor Nancy Grace, whose heated interviewing tone on Court TV and Headline
News has drawn both fans and detractors.

“I’m a little old-fashioned,” Van Susteren said. “I believe in the Constitution.... I don’t
believe everybody arrested is guilty. I don’t believe everybody arrested is innocent.”

‘Scrappy’ personality

The former trial attorney, who came to prominence with her commentary of the O.J.
Simpson trial in 1995, never believed she would last long under television’s
unforgiving glare.

“I don’t consider myself the glamorous type,” said Van Susteren, who -- even after a
much-publicized eye-lift -- maintains a no-frills style. The diminutive host (she’s just
under 5-feet-3) wears boxy blazers and buttoned-down blouses, even in the humid
Aruba air. “It’s still a bit curious to me why I’m still standing.”

Bill Shine, Fox News’ senior vice president of programming, credits her “hard-
working, scrappy” personality, noting that she brings a steely competitiveness to the
job.

“She has a drive like almost no other,” Shine said. “She loves to win.”

With “On the Record,” Van Susteren is not limited to legal topics, and is often drafted
to anchor coverage of major stories, such as last year’s presidential election. But she’s
most in her element when she delves into trials and unsolved cases, like Holloway’s
disappearance in Aruba on the last day of her high school graduation trip in May.
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The Fox host decamped to the island for much of June and July -- flying back home
to Washington on the occasional weekend -- and approached the story like a
prosecutor building a case. She retraced the 18-year-old’s last known activities and
scored exclusive interviews with the parents of the three boys who have been
detained for questioning. Holloway’s mother and stepfather appear on the show
almost nightly.

Some analysts view her focus on the Holloway story as symptomatic of cable news’
emphasis on entertaining stories over informative ones.

“It does strike me that the cable news industry is exploiting the story for ratings,” said
Jeffrey McCall, a communications professor at Depauw University in Greencastle,
Ind. “I think it would be hard for them to go on the air with a straight face and say,
‘This is important to you.’ ”

Some of her audience agrees. In a message Van Susteren posted on her blog last
week, one self-described “avid viewer of Fox News” said she has stopped watching the
program because of its incessant coverage of the Holloway story, adding: “I just wish
there was other news you thought newsworthy -- like the war, London bombings,
other missing children.”

Van Susteren did fly back to Washington to help anchor coverage of the London
bombings and said she plans to devote significant coverage to the confirmation
process of a Supreme Court nominee. Still, she said she understands why some
disapprove of her focus on the story.

“You can put it in the National Enquirer and you trivialize it very easily,” she said.
“But I can also make the argument that there are issues that are very interesting and
fascinating. Just the emotional aspect -- this is a mother who is desperately looking
for her child.”

Tenacious lawyer
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Van Susteren describes her journey from the courtroom to the television studio as
one of happenstance.

She first got a taste for law growing up in Wisconsin, where her father was a state
court judge. After getting a law degree from Georgetown Law Center, she was hired
as a research assistant by litigator John Coale, who was immediately struck by her
tenacity.

“When she used to do criminal work, she would be all over the neighborhood looking
for witnesses to know more about the case,” Coale recalled.

They married in 1988, and eventually opened a firm together. Both are Scientologists,
a subject they declined to talk about.

“I don’t discuss money, sex or religion,” said Van Susteren, adding that she has not
closely followed Tom Cruise’s recent remarks about the controversial religion’s views
on psychiatric drugs because she’s been busy in Aruba.

Van Susteren won her first murder case when she was 27 and worked for almost 15
years as a defense attorney, trying “a lot of horrible, ugly murder cases.” She expected
to spend her career in the courtroom.

Then in 1990, the CBS affiliate in Washington asked Van Susteren to provide legal
commentary of then-Mayor Marion Barry’s drug and perjury trial. The next year she
joined CNN to analyze William Kennedy Smith’s rape trial.

Still, she did not foresee the appetite viewers would have for watching attorneys
dissect cases on television. When Court TV launched that summer, Van Susteren
dismissed the notion of a 24-hour court channel as “a huge snore.”

But the Simpson trial four years later confirmed the interest in real-life court dramas,
and Van Susteren’s analysis on CNN gained her a following. After the trial ended,
CNN tapped her to host a daytime legal affairs program, “Burden of Proof,” and later
a prime-time news analysis show called “The Point.”
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She left in late 2001, dissatisfied with the management.

“I had many wonderful years at CNN,” she said, but added that her experience soured
after Time Warner merged with AOL and the cable channel endured layoffs and a
succession of executives. “The morale was so bad that it just wasn’t fun.”

Van Susteren approached Fox News Chairman Roger Ailes and said she was struck by
his straightforwardness. They sealed a deal with a handshake.

Her move to a channel with a reputation for a rightward tilt surprised even her close
friends, especially since Coale -- a wealthy litigator -- is a major donor to Democratic
candidates. Van Susteren herself was called a “Clinton apologist” by some
conservatives during Bill Clinton’s impeachment.

But despite the unlikely pairing, she says she’s found the right fit at Fox.

“The difference here is that you have a management that stands behind you and you
know that you have job stability,” Van Susteren said.

She demurred when asked if she believes Fox lives up to its “fair and balanced”
tagline, saying, “I don’t agree with any news outlet on every new story or every guest
that’s booked.” But she added that she does not feel any pressure to hew to a
Republican line: “We don’t sit around in a dark room and drink Kool-Aid or anything
like that.”

Van Susteren’s online postings are remarkably forthcoming about the inner workings
of a channel known for zealously guarding its image. On Monday, she wrote in detail
about the scramble that ensued Friday when a power outage at her Aruban hotel cut
off communication with the New York studio a minute before airtime, forcing
another anchor to open the show. On Tuesday, she included a slew of e-mails from
viewers critical of her Holloway coverage, including one who wrote: “You, your
tabloid tactics and your staff are nothing but a joke!”
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She plans to expand her online offerings by posting interviews that don’t make the
program and wants to be the first at the cable channel to podcast her show.

“Sometimes we do really stupid things and I put that stuff in too” she said. “I really
have this thought that people want unvarnished news.”

More to Read
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Police Search Landfill for Missing U.S. Teen

Aruban police and volunteers used heavy equipment, shovels and trained dogs to
pick through a landfill where a witness has said he saw men dump a female body two
days after an Alabama teenager was last seen.

The landfill, searched unsuccessfully in the past, is on the southern part of the Dutch
Caribbean island. Natalee Holloway went missing May 30 on the opposite side.

The witness could not identify the men, the search coordinator said.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
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Not only Natalee is missing

As one of America’s new breed of media critics, Philadelphia blogger Richard Blair
watched for weeks as the media devoted intense coverage to the story of the May 30
disappearance of Natalee Holloway while on a high school graduation trip to Aruba.

Then, on July 18, another young woman went missing, this one in his hometown.
Photos of LaToyia Figueroa, 24, show the kind of smiling, attractive young woman
whose disappearance has become a staple of television news coverage, particularly
cable news, in recent years.

Except for one thing, a growing chorus of critics say: Figueroa, five months pregnant
and the mother of a 7-year-old, comes from a lower-income black family, while the
missing women regularly portrayed on television are overwhelmingly white. Her
frustrated family had resorted to picketing on a busy street corner to draw attention
to her disappearance when Blair and other Philadelphia bloggers took up Figueroa’s
case.

“Certainly Natalee Holloway’s story is tragic in its own right,” Blair said. “But what
makes it more newsworthy than a five-month pregnant mother?”

“I think this is part of a larger discussion: Who’s news, who’s newsworthy, and who’s
making these decisions,” Blair said. “I think race is a factor, as well as economic
status.”

Criticism of the media disparity has increased with the growth of the news genre
focusing on missing women. While the media seem to focus on a parade of attractive
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disappeared white women -- from Laci Peterson and Chandra Levy to “runaway
bride” Jennifer Wilbanks, the scores of missing black and Latina women garner little
or no national attention, critics say.

The decapitated body of Evelyn Hernandez, 24, who was nine months pregnant, was
discovered in the San Francisco Bay a few months before Peterson, but she did not
touch off a firestorm of coverage. Nor did the disappearance of Ardena Carter, 23, a
pregnant black graduate student who was last seen alive on her way to the library in
Georgia in 2003. The remains of Carter and her unborn child turned up in the woods
two months later.

“I don’t think a media director is sitting around saying, ‘Hey, there’s this black
woman in Philadelphia and she disappeared and we don’t care,’ ” said Todd Boyd,
USC professor of critical studies. “It’s an unconscious decision about who matters
and who doesn’t.

“In general, there is an assumption that crime is such a part of black and Latino
culture, that these things happen all the time,” Boyd said. “In many people’s minds
it’s regarded as being commonplace and not that big a deal.”

Mark Effron, vice president of MSNBC News Daytime Programming, disagrees.
Effron said the stories of missing women typically bubble up from local network
affiliates who are covering the stories based on the public outcry they generate in
their home communities.

“It’s not like there’s a kind of cabal where MSNBC and CNN and Fox get together and
say, ‘Boy, this is a good one. That’s not a good one,’ ” he said. “Usually, there’s an
involved family that tends to be sophisticated in how to use the media.

“I’m not disputing numbers. What I’m telling you is that we have never, ever, ever
turned down a story based on race or any of those factors.”

This week, he said, the network has devoted daily coverage to Figueroa’s
disappearance.
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However, he said, since the controversy began, “we have had discussions with our
staff, [saying] ‘Let’s just make sure. I know we’re not doing anything purposely or
maliciously or based on any kind of racial or age profiling, but let’s just make sure,’ ”
he said.

Concern over lack of attention to some cases is not just an issue of fairness. Early
coverage of abductions can be crucial to finding the victims alive -- a factor that the
Philadelphia blogger said promoted his campaign.

“I have a daughter that’s not much younger than LaToyia,” said Blair, who posted the
news on his blog, . “In this kind of thing, every minute’s crucial.”

To some analysts, this gets to the heart of the media’s failure to fulfill its public
service duty in the case of many missing minority women.

In California, for example, nearly 7,500 Latinas are missing -- almost double the
number of white women -- but they are far less likely to receive attention.

The disparity even extends to abducted children, the critics say. While the sexual
assault and murder of JonBenet Ramsey in her Boulder, Colo., home made her a
nationally known symbol of a parent’s worst fears, no corresponding black girl has
become a household name, says author and political analyst Earl Ofari Hutchinson.

“When you raise the issue, people say, ‘This is a tragedy and we should do more,’ ”
Hutchinson said. “But it only lasts a hot minute. It doesn’t leave any lasting imprint
in the newsrooms.”

One media-savvy relative says her efforts to draw attention to the disappearance of
her niece, 24-year-old Tamika Huston, failed to win the attention of local media
outlets whose stories might be picked up by national news. The African American
woman didn’t come home one day in June 2004 in South Carolina. Rebka Howard,
her aunt, is a Miami public relations executive, but her media contacts and family
news conferences failed to generate the kind of immediate attention they had hoped
for.
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Controversy over the disparity has grown in recent months as cable news formats
seem to have adopted stories of the missing women as a staple news item.

“If there’s a void in developing news stories, these things become the fodder for
keeping ratings up on cable news networks,” said Andrew Kohut, executive director
of the Pew Research Center for the People and the Press. “They go for cases that
attract tabloid audiences. And tabloid audiences are traditionally more interested in
what happens in the lives of rich people than middle-income people and especially
poor people.”

Kathleen Fitzpatrick, an associate professor of English and media studies at Pomona
College, said the issue is more complex. The fact that media icons of missing women
tend to be attractive white women is just one manifestation of American cultural
myths about race and gender that have created a very specific archetype of the kind of
woman who is considered a damsel in distress, she said.

“I’m not accusing anybody of conscious racism in telling particular stories,”
Fitzpatrick said. “If the public were clamoring for stories about the abuse of African
American women and how they’re damaged by it, probably CNN would be happy to
give us that story.”

Some analysts also blame a lack of newsroom diversity. Twenty-two percent of the
staff of TV newsrooms are minorities, according to the Radio-Television News
Directors Assn. An estimated 13% of newspaper journalists are minorities, according
to the American Society of Newspaper Editors.

It is simply less likely that a reporter will hear about a story emerging in a community
that has less representation in the media, said Maria Len-Rios, an assistant at the
Missouri School of Journalism at Columbia and the author of a recent study about
the underrepresentation of women in the media.

“I think that when you look at the composition of the newsroom and the people that
people in the newsroom know, there aren’t many people from underrepresented
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communities,” Len-Rios said. “We don’t pay as much attention to someone missing
from a community we don’t know or are not familiar with.”

Erin Bruno, the lead case manager for the National Center for Missing Adults in
Phoenix, said her office sends out press releases daily on the 47,828 cases of missing
adults they are tracking. They are a diverse pool: 29,553 white or Latino, 13,859
black, 1,199 Asian and 685 American Indian.

Yet “what we’re seeing in the national media is a lot of young Caucasian females,”
Bruno said. “I’ve heard reporters sometimes look for stories that they can identify
with, perhaps they themselves are Caucasian ... or maybe they’re looking at who their
audience is.”

And the reporters’ search for the “damsel in distress” leaves another huge group
ignored -- men, she said. Some 25,447 missing males are being tracked by the
Phoenix group, compared with 22,379 females -- a gap roughly mirrored by
California statistics. Said Bruno: “Women are seen more as victims than men are.”

Bruno said the Holloway disappearance has generated a new demand from the media
for information on a greater diversity of missing women.

Media criticism over the coverage gap is growing. “When black women disappear, the
media silence can be deafening,” said a July 2005 article in Essence magazine. In a
poll conducted last week by Black Entertainment Television’s website, BET.com, 71%
of respondents said they did not believe that the belated flurry of media attention to
Figueroa’s disappearance meant that minority women were “finally getting as much
attention as whites.”

Several media organizations asked for comment on the issue declined. CNN
spokeswoman Laurie Goldberg said news executives were unavailable. Barbara
Cochran, the president of the Radio-Television News Director’s Assn., said in an e-
mail she was unavailable. Fox News spokeswoman Dana Klinghoffer said that “a lot
of people are out and unavailable. I just think it’s one we’re going to have to sit out.”
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To Marty Kaplan, the associate dean of the USC Annenberg School for
Communication, the silence on the issue “suggests they don’t have any good answers
and they’re a little embarrassed. What are they going to say?

“It does suggest that it is seeping into their consciousness how blatant it is that only
white women are covered. News directors apparently believe the public is interested
in every lurid tale about a white woman and not about the bad things happening
across the country every day to people who are less photogenic and not Caucasian.”
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A dying man’s cry for freedom in Iran

THE HEADLINES out of Tehran concern the predictable failure of yet another round
of farcical negotiations designed to stop Iran’s nuclear weapons program. Meanwhile,
a much more dramatic story is unfolding with much less attention.

Investigative journalist Akbar Ganji has been on a hunger strike since June 11 to
protest his unwarranted imprisonment over the last five years for the crime of
criticizing the theocratic thugs who have hijacked his country. Recently, he has been
moved from prison to a hospital, where he is said to be at death’s door. His condition
is so perilous that even his advocate -- lawyer and 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winner
Shirin Ebadi -- has urged him to end his fast, but he has so far refused. Having lost a
great deal of weight, he is apparently being kept alive only by intravenous fluids.

Ganji deserves to become as famous as Nelson Mandela, Andrei Sakharov, Vaclav
Havel, Aung San Suu Kyi and other dissidents who put their lives on the line against
injustice. Yet, while Ganji’s mistreatment has been protested by the U.S. and by every
major international human rights organization, the only U.S. newspaper regularly
covering his ordeal is the tiny New York Sun. According to LexisNexis, there have
been more than 1,000 media mentions in the last month of Natalee Holloway, the
teenager who disappeared in Aruba, and fewer than 400 of Ganji.

One could argue that the fate of one man doesn’t matter much compared with the
larger issue of whether Iran will go nuclear. But the two are intertwined. The reason
why the United States and even the European Union are so concerned about Iran’s
weapons is the nature of its regime.
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We don’t worry much about India or Israel having nukes because they are
democracies with internal checks and balances. There is little chance of either one
slipping an atomic bomb to a terrorist group for detonation in New York or London.

The prospect of Iran getting nukes is much more frightening because it is ruled by
unelected ayatollahs who have turned their state into the world’s leading sponsor of
terrorism. Indeed, according to media reports, Iran is providing advanced explosive
devices that are being used against U.S. troops in Iraq. But Iran’s worst crimes are
not those committed against Iraq, the U.S., or any other nation; they are the crimes
committed against its own people.

Nothing better typifies the barbarism of the mullahs than their mistreatment of
Akbar Ganji. A onetime enthusiast for the 1979 Islamic revolution, Ganji became
disenchanted. He wrote books and articles documenting how top-level officials
ordered the murder of writers and dissidents. He openly compared the Islamic
Republic’s ideology to that of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy.

From prison, Ganji has continued issuing statements calling on the supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, to leave office. He also urged Iranians to boycott the sham
elections held in June that brought an Islamo-fascist, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, to
power as president. Ganji has concluded that there is no way to change this
“sultanate” from within; he advocates civil disobedience to bring about secular
democracy.

“I will not stand the master-slave relationship, the kind of relationship in which the
Leader ascends to the ranks of a god and people descend to the level of slaves,” Ganji
wrote from prison in a “Letter to the Free World” (posted online at
freeganji.blogspot.com).

He has also defiantly refused to renounce his critique of the state, even if it could win
his release. “Let it be known that if learning my lesson is to denounce my previous
opinions,” Ganji wrote, “Ganji will never learn his lesson.”
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When the Protestant martyr Hugh Latimer was burned at the stake by the Catholic
Queen Mary (“Bloody Mary”) in 1555, he boldly proclaimed: “We shall this day light
such a candle in England as I trust by God’s grace shall never be put out.” Ganji’s
public letter of July 10 ends with an echo of Latimer’s words: “This candle is about to
die out, but this voice will raise louder voices in its wake.”

It is up to the free world to make sure that the cry of freedom -- Akbar Ganji’s cry -- is
not extinguished in Iran.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada
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U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Costas Decides He Needs a Fill-In

 The cable news fixation on Natalee Holloway’s disappearance in Aruba
has at least one high-profile dissenter.

Veteran sports broadcaster Bob Costas declined to fill in as host on CNN’s “Larry
King Live” Thursday night because of the program’s focus that night on the missing
Alabama teenager and on Dennis Rader, the BTK serial killer.

Costas -- who has been serving as an occasional substitute for King since June --
bowed out of the Thursday show after he could not persuade producers to change the
program’s lineup, which included an interview with Beth Holloway Twitty, the
mother of the high school senior who disappeared in Aruba in late May.

“I didn’t think the subject matter of Thursday’s show was the kind of broadcast that I
should be doing,” Costas said in a statement, adding that he “respectfully declined to
participate.”

“There were no hard feelings at all,” he added. “It’s not a big deal. I’m sure there are
countless topics that will be mutually acceptable in the future.”

Senior executive producer Wendy Walker said in a statement that Costas “was not
comfortable with the subject matter that we were covering on the show” and called it
“a mutual decision” for him not to anchor Thursday’s program.

Costas’ refusal to participate in a show about the Holloway case comes during a
summer in which images of the teenager have become a staple of cable news
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programs, despite a lack of developments in the case. Fox News, in particular, has
devoted a substantial amount of time to the story, dispatching “On the Record” host
Greta Van Susteren to Aruba for the better part of two months.

Coverage of the Holloway case has yielded strong ratings, but some people have
decried the time cable news has spent reporting the disappearance of yet another
young white woman, arguing that the media do not put equal resources into Latinos’
or blacks’ disappearances.

On Thursday’s “Larry King Live,” substitute anchor Chris Pixley conducted a lengthy
live interview with Twitty, who remains in Aruba looking for her daughter. The show
came 81 days after Holloway disappeared.

Later in the program, Pixley interviewed Holloway’s uncle, a private investigator
working on the case, the Holloway family’s attorney and a forensic pathologist.

The hourlong show concluded with an interview of a BTK victim’s children. Rader
was sentenced Thursday in Wichita, Kan.

Costas -- a well-regarded broadcaster who has spent 25 years at NBC Sports and has
anchored the network’s Olympics coverage -- called it an honor when he was first
asked to fill in for veteran CNN host Larry King.

CNN officials said they expected Costas to continue filling in.

“We love having Bob guest-host the show, and since ‘Larry King Live’ covers an
extremely extensive palette of subjects, there will always be shows that he will enjoy
hosting,” Walker said in a statement.

The news channel experienced another flap earlier in the month when political
commentator Robert Novak uttered a profanity on the air and left the set of “Inside
Politics” after needling from commentator James Carville.

CNN apologized for Novak’s outburst and asked him to take some time off.
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Aruba blocks NBC interview

NBC News’ scoop in the Natalee Holloway case has gotten the network into a legal
scuffle in Aruba.

NBC’s Michelle Kosinski scored an exclusive jailhouse interview with Joran van der
Sloot, suspected of involvement in the May 30 disappearance of Alabama teenager
Holloway. Van der Sloot was detained June 9 but has not been charged.

The interview angered Van der Sloot’s attorneys, who went to court to block the
telecast late Wednesday. An Aruban judge later ordered NBC not to air it.

Thursday’s “Today” showed videotape of Kosinski touring the prison grounds with
warden Fred Maduro, but no tape of Van der Sloot was shown. In his interview with
Kosinski, Maduro said that the suspect has “incorporated himself into the prison” but
described him as a “very angry” person.

“We respected the court’s order and therefore have not broadcast the videotape of
Joran van der Sloot from inside the prison at this time,” an NBC spokeswoman said.
“However, as the judge affirmed last night, we did, in fact, have permission to be
inside the prison.... While we respect the court’s decision, we are considering our next
course of legal action.”

*

Scott Collins
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Brothers Rearrested in Teen’s Disappearance

Two Surinamese brothers who had been detained but released in connection with the
disappearance of Alabama teenager Natalee Holloway were rearrested on suspicion
of involvement with “other people” in rape and premeditated murder, Aruba’s
prosecutor’s office said.

Satish and Deepak Kalpoe were arrested after “new facts” emerged, the office said.

An unidentified man was arrested with them. Another teen, Joran van der Sloot, is
being held but hasn’t been charged.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Dutch Suspect in Missing Teen Case to Be Released

An Aruban judge ordered the conditional release of a Dutch teenager in the
disappearance of 18-year-old Natalee Holloway of Alabama, but he remains a
suspect, his defense attorney said.

Joran van der Sloot, 18, could be released from jail as early as Saturday and remain
free pending the outcome of the inquiry, said Antonio Carlo.

The prosecutor’s office declined to comment, saying it hadn’t received the entire
order.

Two Surinamese brothers are also suspects in Holloway’s disappearance. All have
denied involvement.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada
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No more wacky thrillseekers

The macho postures were predictable and they were instantly mocked. Here was
CNN’s Anderson Cooper, the hood of his red jacket whipping around his head in the
high winds of Hurricane Katrina as he struggled to narrate the weather. And there
was Fox’s Steve Harrigan, blown nearly out of the camera frame, exclaiming, “Oh
man, I think this wind can knock me down!” (“We’re not asking you to take one for
the team here, Steve,” the anchor replied dryly, off camera.)

New York Daily News TV critic David Bianculli was underwhelmed. “TV reporters
unpacked their brightly colored slickers and left their common sense at home,” he
wrote Tuesday, “in hopes of riding the next big media weather wave.”

Critic Jill Vejnoska at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution poked fun at reporters’
raingear, covered in network logos. “What’ll they call the next one, Hurricane Dior?”

They may have mocked too soon.

Those early images have been replaced by ominous ones -- images of reporters on the
dangerous front lines of a complete breakdown of civilized society. Great work by real
reporters -- brave reporters -- bringing back simple news about the living and the
dead.

“It defies comprehension that the United States can look like this,” CNN
correspondent Jeanne Meserve said on the air Wednesday. And on Thursday
morning, CNN’s Chris Lawrence reported an absolutely chilling scene from the New
Orleans convention center: “We saw dead bodies. People are dying at the convention
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center, and there’s no one to come get them.... Right in front of us as we were
watching this, a man went into a seizure on the ground. It looked like he was dying.
People tried to prop his head up. No one has medical training. No ambulance can
come. There’s nowhere to evacuate him to. It is just heartbreaking that these people
have been sitting there, without food, without water.... And they keep asking us,
‘When are the buses coming? When are the buses coming?’ ”

Like the windblown roof of the Superdome, the mainstream media’s reputation has
been in tatters (due to scandal, circulation and ratings woes and competition from
the Internet), and the often superb coverage of the 2001 terrorist attacks has faded
from public memory. Hurricane Katrina has starkly displayed the press at its best.
Reporters, most of whom have been working in a kind of communications blackout,
have left the showboating behind (if standing in the wind to demonstrate its ferocity
can be called showboating) and are performing the most basic tasks of journalism:
tell what you know, describe what you see, share the human drama unfolding before
you.

“People sometimes think we’re a bunch of wacky thrill seekers,” CNN’s Aaron Brown
concluded Tuesday night after a powerful interview out of New Orleans with
Meserve, who normally covers homeland security. “And no one who has listened to
the words you’ve spoken or the tone of your voice could possibly think that now.”

“We are sometimes wacky thrill seekers,” replied Meserve. “But when you stand in
the dark, and you hear people yelling for help and no one can get to them, it’s a totally
different experience.” It was this interview with a shaken Meserve that served as a
kind of turning point for the coverage. Before her report, in which she drew a
horrifying verbal portrait of a city on the verge of a compounding catastrophe, the
Katrina story seemed to be “New Orleans dodged a bullet,” since the storm had
veered away from the city. “It was the moment for viewers and in some respects for
me that we understood it was not getting better, it was getting worse,” Brown said.

The man who practically invented what would later become the oft-parodied, wind-
blown-reporter approach to hurricane coverage has been watching Katrina almost
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constantly since Sunday, safe in his dry New York digs. A wistful Dan Rather
answered the phone with a little joke: “I used to be Dan Rather. I used to cover
hurricanes.” Indeed he did. He is the prototype of the TV reporter whose career was
made in a storm. During 1961’s Hurricane Carla in Texas, he even tried to chain
himself to a tree but gave up when he realized the storm would hit at night and he
wouldn’t have enough light for the shot. CBS executives, impressed by what they had
seen, brought him to the network.

“The reporting for Katrina has been fabulous, among the best I have seen, right
across the board,” Rather said. “Television is at its best when it commits itself to
public service and this was a classic, almost pluperfect, example of television news as
a public service.”

Rather’s greatest contribution to hurricane coverage was his insistence that the radar
image of Hurricane Carla be broadcast superimposed over a map of the region. That
dramatic image -- Carla was an immense storm -- helped persuade half a million
people (many of whom had become blase about hurricanes) to evacuate.

“It was a breakthrough,” he said. “People began to evacuate, and at the time it was the
largest peacetime evacuation in the country.... And please do not read this as
braggadocio, almost from the moment we put that up, people began to flee. As a
result, when Carla came in ... the death toll was very small.” (There were 46 deaths.)

“By and large,” he added, “the reporting on hurricanes is the most responsible
reporting done on television. You can say that’s damning with faint praise, but there
it is. Covering a hurricane well is a dangerous line of work, and it’s very easy to
overlook this.”

This week, television viewers saw reporters who were not only telling a difficult story
under difficult conditions, but saw the raw emotion that reporters simply could not
hide. Whether this is a breach in the professional mode is debatable. But it made for
some very powerful television. “I have been incredibly impressed by the humanity of
the coverage,” Brown said.



02/08/2024 10:42 No more wacky thrillseekers - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-sep-02-et-reporters2-story.html 4/6

On a tape broadcast by CNN, a local reporter, unidentified, was in tears as she
interviewed a man named Harold Jackson, whose wife had slipped out of his hands
into the floodwaters. “You can’t find your wife?” she asked, her voice rising in pain.
“What’s your wife’s name in case we can put this out there?” Reporters talked about
giving drinking water and rides to people in dire straits. They lent victims their
satellite phones so they could call worried relatives. National reporters used national
airwaves to allow people to ask after missing loved ones. And at least one television
station employee, Chris Merrifield of WWL-TV in New Orleans, was shown rescuing
a motorist trapped in floodwaters by pulling him out his car window.

“There are elements to the story that, if handled well, can help improve the way the
public perceives the press,” said Tom Rosenstiel, director of the Project for
Excellence in Journalism in Washington. “The other thing is that the press is doing a
bunch of things that are new. They are reading e-mails, saying, ‘I am looking for my
nephew ... so-and-so, if you can hear me, please call.’ That’s community journalism
on a national scale and I think that will go a long way to demonstrate that the press is
doing more than just thrill seeking.”

But, cautioned Rosenstiel, “the idea that this could rehabilitate TV is an
oversimplification.... While the story has advantages for television, it also exposes
grave weaknesses.” The first days after a catastrophic event like a hurricane or the
2001 terrorist attacks put television at an advantage, but the limits of the coverage
lead to a “bias of perspective,” as Rosenstiel put it. “It’s a little bit like the embedded
reporters in Iraq. Any one reporter is not sufficient; you need all the reporters to
come together and that information needs to be synthesized. The continuous loop
quality, particularly of cable, is very frustrating.” And then, he said, there is the
potential for dissonance when words don’t match pictures -- when, for instance, a live
conversation with a doctor about the potential for disease outbreaks takes place over
video of looting.

Although the immediate aftermath of a catastrophe such as this one belong to
television -- it’s hard for newspapers to compete with the immediacy of all that video,
not to mention those dramatic early shots of TV folks blowin’ in the wind -- all
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reporters are facing the same hurdles, working in the same awful conditions as the
victims themselves. And there will come a point -- in this swelling tragedy, it’s hard to
predict when -- that the print folks will begin to dominate, on stories about delivery
of services, how the government performed, how the money was spent, logistics, the
economy and politics.

Carroll Doherty, associate director of the Pew Research Center for People and the
Press in Washington, said his organization will conduct a survey next week to gauge
the public view of the media’s Katrina coverage. “For what it’s worth historically, 9/11
was the news media’s last great moment in terms of the public view. I’d be hesitant to
say much more than that because we don’t know how the public is reacting to this
crisis -- whether there will be the same sense of unity and common cause. There was
an immediate rally effect shortly after 9/11, and that rubbed off on the media.”

By November 2001, said Doherty, the increase in favorable attitudes toward the
media on all measures was “stunning.” Six months later, however, levels of esteem
had dropped back to normal; low, in other words.

Judy Muller, a veteran network news correspondent and USC journalism professor,
has noticed that most hurricane survivors seem to be welcoming the intrusions of
reporters. “Usually in disasters, people don’t want to talk,” she said, “but in this case,
they are using us as a community bulletin board. It’s helping people connect in a very
real way.” (With the notable exception of a live exchange between Fox News
Channel’s Shepard Smith and an unnamed man in New Orleans just before Katrina
hit: “Why are you still here?” asked Smith. “None of your ... business,” the man
replied.)

The really good news for the media is that Hurricane Katrina is not ideological and
has no partisan underpinnings, at least for now, Rosenstiel said. Nor can anyone
accuse the media of sensationalizing what is clearly a disaster of historic proportions.

“I hope that this is a story that reminds people that it ain’t all about Aruba and
Jayson Blair,” said Brown, referring to what many have criticized as saturation
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coverage of a missing Alabama woman, Natalee Holloway, and the scandal that
rocked the New York Times in 2003. “Most of the time, most of us really want to do
serious work.” And, he added, referring to a spike in ratings this week, “It’s damn
good for us to be reminded that viewers will come to us when we present important
stories well.”
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3 Linked to Missing Teen Case Ordered Released

A judge ordered all three men jailed in the disappearance of an Alabama teenager
freed from custody today. Police officer Adolfo Richardson said the investigation was
continuing.

Prosecutors appealed the order allowing the conditional release of Surinamese
brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe.

Dutch teenager Joran van der Sloot, who turned 18 in jail, is also to be released
conditionally. All reportedly were seen with 18-year-old Natalee Holloway the night
she disappeared. They deny any wrongdoing.
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Red carpet bombing

THE RED CARPET -- it’s got a casualty rate worse than a Dick Cheney hunting trip.

The Rivers women, Joan and Melissa, have been busted to the TV Guide Channel,
where they have to do their snarky shtick squashed into a horizontally split screen
while listings for Japanese anime and celebrity poker shows roll queasily below them.

Comic Kathy Griffin got sent back down to the minors for joking about a 10-year-old
actress going into rehab.

And Isaac Mizrahi, the gay fashion designer, was unrepentant after committing what
sure looked to me like misdemeanor battery on live TV at the Golden Globes,
squeezing one actress’ breasts and asking another about her nether hair. But the
academy has let it be known that anyone who misbehaves on Sunday will be called on
the carpet, not reporting from it next year.

Given the attrition rate, it’s time to start auditioning. So bring on the bloviating boys
(and girls), with sequins:

Wolf Blitzer: “ ‘The Situation Room’ is. Here on the. Red carpet. And joining us is.
David Strathairn. Star. Of ‘Good Night, and Good Luck.’ Congratulations. How does it
feel? Portraying my idol, Ed Murrow. Who, like me. Reported from a war zone.”

Greta Van Susteren: “Michelle Williams, nominated for best supporting actress in
‘Brokeback Mountain,’ you’re on the red carpet, and on the record with Greta Van
Susteren. Is that a Monique Lhuillier you’re wearing? I bought my Lhuillier when I
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returned from Aruba, where I hosted my latest special on Natalee Holloway, who
disappeared into a sinister nightmare on that island paradise about 280 shows ago.
And Michelle, I have to tell you -- there’s a great movie in the Natalee Holloway
tragedy, and since your character in ‘Dawson’s Creek’ died in the end, you’d be
perfect to play Natalee in

Nancy Grace: “Don’t you dare, Greta Van Susteren. Don’t you dare presume to speak
for Natalee or her family. I’m a victim of violent crime myself, because my fiance was
murdered, and if anybody should have a role in ‘The Natalee Holloway Story,’ it’s
me.”

Bill O’Reilly: “Welcome, Felicity Huffman, to the first ‘No-Spin Zone’ at the Oscars. I
wanna know who you’re wearing, but first I wanna know -- who are you? You’re
nominated for best actress in ‘Transamerica,’ but hey -- should it have been best
actor? C’mon, no spin here -- give it to us straight.

You and the academy and your husband here, William H. Macy, all say you’re a
woman. I say -- maybe not. We’ll have to agree to disagree.”

Larry King: “George Clooney, good of you to join us on the red-carpet edition of
‘Larry King Live.’ You’re nominated for best supporting actor in ‘Syriana’ -- I haven’t
seen the movie, but I’ve been there, Syriana, many times of course, wonderful
country, troubled, certainly. Hold that thought, George, we’ll be right back. Be sure to
tune in next year to ‘Larry King Live’ at the Oscars, when we’ll bring you -- well, we
don’t know yet.... “

Oprah Winfrey: “Reese Witherspoon! You come and talk to me. Or you’ll never be on
my show again, even if you make ‘Legally Blonde III.’ I know what’s going through
your head: How hard it is, getting into those Spanx! At Harpo Productions, we love
Spanx, but they’re harder to get into than Jimmy Choos with the calf-high ties!”

Sean Hannity: “Warren Beatty, Warren -- Sean Hannity over here -- Warren?
Warren? Typical liberal. Won’t even look to the right.”
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Anderson Cooper: “A special red-carpet edition of ‘360’ starts right now. William
Hurt, here with me at the Academy Awards, and what I am about to say is harsh but
it must be said. Nominated for best supporting actor in ‘A History of Violence.’ A
brave effort, a heroic effort, but you’re not going to win. Hurt’s the name and tonight
I’m afraid hurt will be the game. I just want you to know that we’re here for you, and
we’ll do what it takes to get to the bottom of this, to find out who’s responsible for
this tragic, tragic loss here tonight.”

Stephen Colbert: “ ‘Brokeback Mountain’ nominee Jake Gyllenhaal, not an easy name
to pronounce, not an easy movie to watch. So I haven’t. Jake, the gay agenda -- it’s
more than brunch and shopping.... ‘Brokeback,’ ‘Capote’ -- don’t try to deny it: It’s the
year of the nancy boys at the Oscars!”

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. We’ll let you know.

*
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Cable’s fall from Grace

ON any given evening, you could give even money on whether Bill O’Reilly or Nancy
Grace best embodies the decline and decadence of cable television news.

It’s tempting to sigh wearily that there isn’t really a snarl, a gross oversimplification
or a sneer’s worth of difference between them, and leave it at that -- but it’s not quite
true.

Say what you will about O’Reilly, but he’s paid his journalistic dues, working his way
up through a very solid career in local news, network correspondent assignments in
the Falklands and El Salvador and a stint anchoring a TV magazine show. That kind
of experience informs your work on unspoken levels and probably helps explain the
flashes of independence that keep his show on Fox News from being entirely
predictable.

Grace, on the other hand, has no journalistic background whatsoever. Even her
employers at the once reliable and now lamentable CNN Headline News are careful
to call her simply the “host” of the rhetorical free-fire zone they have created for her.
(It’s the kind of programming decision that probably would have been forestalled by
a slightly more expansive reading of the pandering statutes.) Grace’s standing to
badger, fawn, scold and grimace her way through 60 minutes of Time Warner’s
airtime every weeknight rests on just two credentials, which she endlessly repeats:
She once worked as a prosecutor in Atlanta and she is a “crime victim” whose fiance
was murdered 27 years ago.

As it turns out, both credentials are a little crumbly around the edges.
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When it comes to Grace’s record as a Fulton County prosecutor, CNN Headline
chooses to overlook the fact that, since she became a broadcaster, a federal appeals
court and the Georgia supreme court have overturned three of the convictions she
obtained as DA and, in each instance, cited her unethical conduct.

This week, the New York Observer reported that Grace’s frequently repeated account
of the tragedy that made her “a crime victim” doesn’t quite comport with the facts.
Her version of the event and its legal aftermath notwithstanding, it turns out that
Grace’s fiance, Keith Griffin, was not the victim of random robbery-murder, but
instead was killed by a “mildly retarded” former co-worker disgruntled over his
recent firing. His defense attorney did not, as Grace frequently has alleged, put up a
wrong-guy-I-wasn’t-even-there defense, since the killer confessed the night he was
arrested. He did not, as far as can be determined, have the long criminal record Grace
has said she was told he had. His jury convicted the killer within hours not days, as
Grace has said. Despite the impression she has given, the prosecutors sought the
death penalty, but the jury gave the defendant life in prison because of his
retardation. He never, as Grace has insisted repeatedly, appealed his conviction.

In a statement e-mailed Thursday to The Times, Grace responded, “Since Keith’s
murder in 1979, I may have confused details surrounding the event, and I regret that.
His death was so traumatic, to both Keith’s family and to me, that I cannot begin to
describe it in words. Much of that period of my life remains a blur in my mind and
heart. Through the years, the experience of learning more details surrounding Keith’s
murder has been painful in itself, and once again I’m reminded of the pain that crime
victims suffer every day.”

Fair enough, but nothing about this trauma has prevented Grace from drawing it like
a gun every time there’s a chance to gain sympathy or rhetorical advantage on her
program. Moreover, these are hardly the kinds of details of which a professional
prosecutor is likely to allow themselves to remain unclear. And finally, it’s a strikingly
fortuitous coincidence that all the facts Grace has remembered incorrectly tend to
enhance the dramatic effect of her victimization.
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It’s distasteful to parse somebody else’s tragic experience. Unfortunately, when
somebody has tried to transform a personal trauma into a public credential, there’s
no way to avoid it. As Grace recently told USA Today, “If I have an appeal, I think it’s
that ... I’m not pretending to be anything but a crime victim who went to law school
and tried a lot of cases.”

From serious to desperate

For people who think serious journalism is to be valued, this has been a melancholy
week, marked by the passing from the scene of two authentic visionaries. One was
The Times’ former publisher, Otis Chandler -- who, along with two equally visionary
editors, Nick Williams Sr. and Bill Thomas -- transformed this paper into one of
international standing and showed print journalism the way forward in an era
increasingly saturated with television. The other was CNN founder Ted Turner, who
finally quit Time Warner’s board in disgust, severing all ties to the cable news
operations he virtually willed into being in the face of universal skepticism and
outright scorn.

Turner has a loose lip and an unsteady personality, but he never wavered in his belief
that serious news has a place on television. The same cannot be said of the corporate
apparatchiks now running CNN and CNN Headline and cringing before Fox News’
success. They’re the ones who have unleashed Grace on their Headline network and
defaced CNN’s regular report with things like Jack Cafferty’s bizarre and incoherently
histrionic intrusions into the afternoon news and the increasingly demagogic Lou
Dobbs’ second rate imitations of a Howard Beale rant.

These desperate acts have been triggered by CNN’s inability to come even close to
matching Fox in the ratings. The commercial genius of Rupert Murdoch’s network, of
course, resides in Roger Ailes’ intuition that the talk radio model could be transferred
to television, thereby avoiding the expense of real reporting while cultivating viewers
with a taste for conservative partisanship and, more important, entertainment.
Murdoch and his accomplices clearly understand that one of the more disturbing
characteristics of the current cultural moment is the insistence of so many people
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that they have an unalienable right to be entertained during their every waking
moment, no matter what they’re doing. (It’s probably only a matter of time until
patients require that their heart surgeons tap dance into the operating room.)

We verge these days on becoming a trivial people.

In a talk to a college audience in Oregon this week, former CNN anchor Aaron Brown
mused that cable news has proceeded from promise to decadence because “it is only
giving consumers what they want.” According to the Ashland Mail Tribune’s account
of his remarks, Brown said that “CNN spent a fortune covering the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami. After two weeks, ratings fell to normal levels. The Fox news channel
channeled their dollars into a story about American teenager Natalee Holloway
disappearing in Aruba. Fox, of course, cleaned up in ratings and revenue.”

Thus, we have Nancy Grace, indefatigable pursuer of missing white women and
“host” of a show that -- over the past year -- has boosted CNN Headline’s audience in
her time slot by 181% to just over 600,000. That’s still roughly 1.5 million fewer
viewers than O’Reilly has for cable news’ top-rated show.

The conventional response to all this is simply to shrug and attribute it all to the
irrepressible venality of frightened corporate executives. The problem there is that
you can’t have opportunists without opportunity.

Brown put his finger on the responsibility for creating that opportunity this week,
when he said, “In the perfect democracy that I believe TV news is, it’s not enough to
say you want serious news. You have to watch it.”

Let’s do something really entertaining. Let’s imagine that the real -- well, really
fictional -- Howard Beale were presented with Grace, O’Reilly and the whole
wretchedly dispiriting direction of cable news. It’s hard to envision him saying
anything, except:

“I want you to get up now. I want all of you to get up out of your chairs. I want you to
get up right now and go to the window, open it and stick your head out and yell:
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“I’m as mad as hell, and I’m not going to take this anymore!!”

More to Read

Cardi B bumps aside reported divorce from Offset with
pregnancy reveal: ‘New beginning’

John Dickerson and Maurice DuBois named anchors of ‘CBS
Evening News’ in major overhaul

The 10 best moments from Willie Nelson and Bob Dylan at the
Hollywood Bowl
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Arrest Made in Case of Missing Alabama Teen

Authorities said they had arrested a 19-year-old person in the case of a young
Alabama woman who disappeared while vacationing in Aruba last May.

Mariaine Croes of the public prosecutor’s office, gave only the age and the initials
G.V.C. None of the three young men previously arrested and named in the case has
those initials. At least three other people were detained without being charged.

Croes would not disclose why the latest person was arrested or how the person might
be linked to Natalee Holloway, 18.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Arrest in Missing-Teen Case Adds to Mystery

The arrest of a suspect in the disappearance of teenager Natalee Holloway left many
islanders wondering whether there had been a breakthrough in the almost year-old
case.

Aruban authorities late Saturday would say only that the person arrested is 19 years
old and has the initials G.V.C. In Aruba, when an arrest is announced, officials
usually release only a suspect’s initials.

Holloway, an honors student from Mountain Brook, Ala., disappeared May 30, the
final night of the 18-year-old’s trip to this Dutch Caribbean island.

The public prosecutor’s office said authorities were not prepared to disclose how the
arrest was linked to the case.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada
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Family Defends Suspect in Holloway Case

The family of a 19-year-old arrested in the case of a young Alabama woman who
vanished last year while visiting Aruba said that he had nothing to do with her
disappearance, and he was not a friend of any of the people previously detained
during the investigation.

Aruban prosecutors said the man in custody was suspected of “criminal offenses that
may be related to the disappearance” of Natalee Holloway, who was last seen May 30
leaving a bar with a Dutch teen and two Surinamese brothers.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Calling for a boycott is one thing; getting results is another

MAD at a destination? Don’t like its politics or laws? Boycott it.

That seems to be a popular response, based on my recent search for “travel boycott”
on Google, which turned up more than 7 million hits. But whether such efforts effect
change is questionable.

Among recent campaigns:

* Alabama Gov. Bob Riley in November urged a travel boycott of the Caribbean Dutch
island of Aruba to protest what he claimed was an inadequate investigation into the
disappearance of tourist Natalee Holloway, an Alabama high school student.

* Some abortion-rights advocates are suggesting travelers skip South Dakota, which
passed a law banning abortions except to save the life of the mother.

* The town of Kanab, Utah, has inspired the ire of syndicated travel columnist Arthur
Frommer. He recently urged readers to avoid visiting the Zion National Park gateway
because its city council endorsed a “natural-family” resolution that he believes slights
gay men and lesbians.

Although it’s too early to tell whether potential visitors are staying away en masse,
history suggests that Aruba, South Dakota and Kanab may not lose much in tourist
revenue. Travel boycotts often don’t succeed.
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The reasons are many, industry experts say. Although meeting planners may switch
venues because of boycotts, individual travelers often don’t know about them. And
when they do, and even if they care about the issue, they rarely tell tourist bureaus
why they won’t be visiting. It’s devilishly difficult to document the nonarrival of
visitors, and that blunts the clout of boycotts.

But there have been apparent victories. And on a personal level, some tourists may
derive moral satisfaction from withholding their dollars from a place they disapprove
of.

It is widely believed that cancellations of more than 100 conventions helped influence
Arizona voters in 1992 to rescind their refusal to make the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday a paid state holiday.

And a travel boycott may have played a role, along with trade sanctions and internal
opposition, in pushing South Africa to dismantle apartheid in the early 1990s.

But commonly, such efforts fizzle out or end in a standoff.

Among the longest-running campaigns have been those by the Southern Baptist
Convention against the Walt Disney Co. -- recently ended -- and by the National
Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People against South Carolina, which is
ongoing.

A closer look at each:

In June 1996, the Southern Baptist Convention, which says it represents more than
16 million American churchgoers, passed a resolution urging members to avoid
Disney’s theme parks and products if the company continued an “anti-Christian and
anti-family trend.”

Among the objections: Disney had granted health insurance benefits to partners of
gay and lesbian employees, hosted gay-themed nights at its parks and disparaged
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Christian values by releasing, through a subsidiary, the 1995 movie “Priest,” about a
gay priest. In 1997, the convention called for a boycott.

Eight years later, last June, it ended the boycott with a resolution stating it had
“communicated effectively” its displeasure.

According to the Baptists’ news service, supporters of ending the boycott said Disney
was displaying “a more hospitable attitude” toward religion, noting its plans to
distribute “The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,” based
on a book by C.S. Lewis, a Christian theologian.

Also cited was the departure of Michael Eisner, Disney’s chief executive, whom the
Baptists blamed for the company’s policies.

Whether Disney was influenced by the Baptists’ campaign is debatable. The company
has declined to comment on the boycott, and it does not disclose attendance at its
theme parks.

An after-hours AIDS fund-raiser known as Gay Night, held for several years at
Disneyland, ended after the event’s organizer canceled it in 1998. Gay men and
lesbians still turn out at Disney parks each year on unofficial “gay days,” which are
not sponsored by the parks.

Walt Disney Co. continues to offer domestic-partner benefits to employees.

In South Carolina, the issue is the display of the Confederate flag on state property.
Supporters say the flag represents the state’s history; critics say it symbolizes
oppression of blacks.

The NAACP in January 2000 began a travel boycott of the state because it flew the
Confederate flag atop the Capitol dome in Columbia. Seven months later, the
Legislature moved the flag to statehouse grounds.
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Unsatisfied, the NAACP continued to call for travelers to avoid the state, a stance it
maintains today. The flag still flies on statehouse grounds.

Initially, pressure from the hospitality industry helped influence the Legislature to
take the flag off the dome, said Marion Edmonds, spokesman for the South Carolina
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism.

“There’s no question,” he said, “that a lot of groups that were planning to come to
South Carolina chose somewhere else to go.”

But since the flag was shifted, and the issue moved off the front pages, “we have
almost no feedback anymore,” he said.

Throughout the controversy, he said, visits to South Carolina grew each year, from
about 29.1 million in 1999 to 32.5 million in 2005. Many leisure travelers may not
know about the boycott, Edmonds said.

The South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP fields fewer inquiries about the
boycott today than in 2000, said Dwight James, its executive director, but “scores” of
family reunions, fraternities, companies and other organizations have avoided the
state.

Among the larger groups is the National Collegiate Athletic Assn. The NCAA’s policy,
said spokeswoman Crissy Schluep, precludes its Division I, II and III member
institutions in South Carolina from hosting NCAA championships, certified pre-
season and post-season tournaments and NCAA committee meetings. Regular-
season games are allowed.

Other groups continue to stage events in South Carolina, including Black Bike Week.
Last month, the NAACP settled a lawsuit accusing two Myrtle Beach restaurants of
closing to avoid serving thousands of motorcyclists, most of them black, who attend
the annual rally.
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“From time to time” groups stop observing the boycott, the NAACP’s James
acknowledged. But six years into the campaign, he seemed undeterred.

“Change comes slowly in South Carolina,” he said. “We’re committed to seeing it
through to the end.”

Jane Engle welcomes comments but can’t respond individually to letters and calls.
Write to Travel Insider, Los Angeles Times, 202 W. 1st St., L.A., CA 90012, or e-mail
jane.engle@latimes.com.
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Newsmags enter a whole new reality

 SUSAN ZIRINSKY, executive producer of CBS’ “48 Hours Mystery,”
always feels some trepidation this time of year, but in recent years, mid-May has been
more stressful than ever.

Tomorrow kicks off the annual rite known as the “upfront,” a week when the
broadcast networks put on a series of lavish presentations here for advertisers touting
their fall schedules, hoping to get them to commit a substantial share of their
advertising dollars before the season begins.

It’s also often the first time most shows get an inkling of whether they’ve made the
cut for next year. For network newsmagazine producers such as Zirinsky, the waiting
game has become more anxiety producing.

“We know our lives are on the line,” she said. “It’s Darwinian, survival of the fittest.”

In all likelihood, “48 Hours Mystery” -- one of the few newsmagazines to see an
uptick in viewers this season -- will be back this fall. But this is not the fittest of times
for the genre as a whole. A decade ago, the long-form news programs were the
mainstay of the network’s prime-time schedules, garnering huge audiences and
spawning multiple editions on different nights of the week.

*

A crowded field
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AS dramas and reality shows have taken off in recent years, however, newsmagazines
have found themselves with an increasingly smaller share of airtime -- and viewers.

Jeff Fager, executive producer of CBS’ “60 Minutes,” said the diminished popularity
of the shows was inevitable: “There were too many. How many newsmagazines can
you have on the air?”

Some view the genre’s decline partially as the result of a changing public sensibility.
The “retells” that were so popular a decade ago, when correspondents would prompt
people to recall details of an incident, now seem staid compared with the ever-more-
intimate narratives that dominate television.

Newsmagazines garnered big ratings in the 1990s because “people felt they were
getting a slice of something they didn’t know about that took a story from a human
point of view,” Zirinsky said.

“And then ‘Nanny 911,’ ‘Amazing Race,’ ‘Survivor’ all took an enormous bite out of
our rear end. The audience has their human drama, irregardless of the fact that it has
been manipulated.”

“The dilemma became, ‘This is an incredible art form and a solid journalistic tool that
you don’t want to go away,’ ” she added. “So how do you adapt?”

To survive, many newsmagazines are pursuing new forms of compelling -- and
sometimes controversial -- storytelling. In a much-talked-about “Dateline” series,
suspected Internet predators are lured to a house and then confronted on-camera.
Although the investigation has drawn praise from child welfare organizations, some
journalism ethics experts have questioned NBC’s collaboration with an Internet
watchdog group that arranges to have police outside to arrest the men when they
leave. ABC’s “Primetime,” meanwhile, recently fielded the opposite criticism -- that it
had done too little -- after the show aired footage of a man punching his daughter
during a piece on dysfunctional stepfamilies.
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“This is the problem with hidden-camera ‘gotcha’ journalism: You’re either going to
be acting as a proxy for the authorities, or you’re not and you’re going to look
negligent,” said Judy Muller, a former ABC correspondent who teaches journalism at
USC. “It’s a very narrow ethical line, and more and more I see it being used
gratuitously for ratings.”

Aside from a few exceptions, the newsmagazine audience has continued to shrink this
season. Even the venerable “60 Minutes,” which pioneered the format and continues
to draw a hefty 13.8 million viewers a week on average, is down 2.6% compared with
last year, according to Nielsen Media Research.

Last year, CBS canceled its spinoff, “60 Minutes Wednesday,” citing low viewership.
It remains to be seen whether others will fall by the wayside this year. ABC officials
are weighing the merit of keeping “Primetime” on next year’s schedule. “Dateline” --
which once aired five nights a week but is now down to two regular time slots -- will
temporarily lose its Sunday edition to make way for the network’s football broadcasts
this fall.

“This is really the golden era of drama and reality shows, and I think those two things
have squeezed out the newsmagazines,” said Jeff Zucker, chief executive officer of the
NBC Universal Television Group.

That’s not to say that they’ll be disappearing completely. “They’re not what they were
a decade ago, but they’re still an important part of every network’s schedule,” Zucker
added.

Newsmagazines remain substantially more affordable to produce than scripted series
-- costing around one-third to one-half the price -- and can be counted on to deliver a
consistent, if older, audience despite their smaller numbers. They serve as platforms
for some of the network’s big stars, such as Diane Sawyer and Katie Couric. And
when big stories break, the programs can be quickly turned into crash instant-news
specials, buttressing the network’s journalistic resources.
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“You need to have that avenue to tell a longer story,” said Chris Vlasto, senior
investigative producer for “Primetime.” “Otherwise, it’s just going to be talking heads
on cable television.”

But to compete with the slick production of procedural dramas and the eyebrow-
raising stunts of reality programs, newsmagazine producers have had to become
increasingly inventive.

“The programs have diverged somewhat from what they were,” said David Corvo,
executive producer of “Dateline.” “Because of improved technology, our stories tend
to happen before your eyes. They play out in an experiential way; they’re present
tense.”

This month, “Dateline” is running four new installments of its series on Internet
predators. Corvo, who called the show’s approach “socially responsible,” said the
pieces have garnered an overwhelming e-mail response from viewers.

“Dateline” is now working on investigations into other issues such as counterfeit
prescription drugs and adoption scams that use similar hidden-camera techniques.
“You’re watching the reporter on the show learn as it goes along, and I think it
immerses the viewer a little bit more,” he said.

*

Reality raises the bar

THE television audience -- conditioned by the dramatic “reveals” of reality television
-- now expects more of a payoff from every show, Zirinsky noted.

In the case of “48 Hours,” CBS decided to retool the program to focus exclusively on
crime-and-punishment tales, told in the form of a one-hour documentary, much like
a real-world version of “Without a Trace.” Although some of the shows explore well-
known mysteries such as the disappearance of high school student Natalee Holloway
in Aruba, most are focused on the stories of the less-famous: a murdered New York
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dancer, a missing Louisiana college professor. So far, it seems to be working; ratings
are up 7% this season.

“We consider ourselves a reality genre that’s a newsmagazine if events warrant,”
Zirinsky said, noting that this is the fifth incarnation of the program she’s overseen in
the last 10 years. “Everything we do is rooted in journalism. That doesn’t mean that
the show cannot be cinematically shot.”

Vlasto said the sophistication of viewers has pushed “Primetime” to search for a
blend of stories that will keep them engaged.

“You can’t be a drama and you can’t be a reality show,” he said. “You have to be
something in between.”

“Primetime,” with ratings up 3.2% this season, devotes about a third of its time to
investigations, a third to crime stories and another third to hidden-camera “reality”
stories, Vlasto said.

Some segments can feel a little too real. A recent show that featured footage of a
father punching his teenage daughter, caught on tape as part of a story on
stepfamilies in crisis, drew sharp criticism from many viewers who said ABC should
have alerted authorities to the abuse. (The network noted that by the time producers
viewed the tape, the girl had moved out of the house and the family had already
sought counseling.)

Vlasto rejected the notion that such pieces veer into the tabloid, arguing that the
show pursues topical, popular stories.

“If you say we’re going to be ‘Frontline’ and do stories on Africa and starving,
unfortunately, viewers aren’t really turning on to that,” he said.

“I’d love to do stories about that, but it’s about what the viewers want. Otherwise, we
won’t be on the air.”
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New Suspect Held in U.S. Teen’s Disappearance

A new suspect has been arrested in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway, and his
lawyer said Aruban authorities believed that the American teenager was murdered.

Gerard Spong identified his client only as Guido W., a croupier at the hotel-casino
where Holloway was staying when she disappeared a year ago. He has not been
charged.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Suspect in Teen’s Death Is Released

Police released a man identified by witnesses as having long, deep scratches on his
face shortly after American teenager Natalee Holloway vanished in Aruba.

The man, identified only as “Guido W.,” 19, was the ninth person arrested and jailed
in the case. All have been freed for lack of evidence. However, Guido W. remained a
suspect and agreed to be available for questioning, attorney Gerard Spong said.

The suspect was a croupier at the casino where the 18-year-old Holloway was staying
when she disappeared May 30, 2005.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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In the pocket of the dandelion lobby

I HAD ALWAYS thought that nobody had a lower opinion than I as to the analytical
capacities of the American public. Then I discovered the Competitive Enterprise
Institute.

The institute is a conservative think tank in Washington that is less embarrassed than
most conservative think tanks about raking in gobs of money from oil companies and
propagating views that happen to comport precisely with those of their donors. It has
been running ads attempting to cast doubt on the notion that fossil fuels bear any
relation to global warming.

The oil companies’ -- sorry, I mean the institute’s -- approach to this challenge is to
make people think fondly of carbon dioxide. It turns out to be a deeply
misunderstood molecule. “We breathe it out,” a narrator explains in one ad. “Plants
breathe it in.” We see an image of a young girl in pigtails blowing on a dandelion. The
ad proceeds to explain that all this good stuff faces some sinister, amorphous peril.
“Now, some politicians want to label carbon dioxide a pollutant. Imagine if they
succeed. What will our lives be like then?” Plants will suffocate for lack of carbon
dioxide! Little girls blowing on dandelions will be thrown into prison!

Can anybody actually believe this?

I can see why the ads would identify the enemy as “politicians” (rather than
scientists). But what motive would these politicians have to attack a harmless little
molecule? Do they hate plants? Are they in the pocket of the dandelion lobby?
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The ads don’t say. The concept is so unpersuasive, even on its own terms, I can’t
believe that Americans are stupid enough to fall for it. People may be dumb, but if
they were that dumb, the world would be a different place. There would be thousands
of technicians on call to help us operate our flush toilets. Emergency rooms would be
filled with people who attempted to clean out their earwax with steak knives.

No, I prefer to believe that most people aren’t incapacitatingly stupid, only extremely
stupid. That seems to be President Bush’s belief as well. Take, for instance, his
statement May 24 on the same topic: “People in our country are rightly concerned
about greenhouse gases and the environment, and I can understand why -- I am too.
As a matter of fact, I try to tell people, let’s quit the debate about whether greenhouse
gases are caused by mankind or by natural causes; let’s just focus on technologies
that deal with the issue.”

Now, this is the kind of inanity that can get past the public. Indeed, it can get past the
White House press corps as well. I couldn’t find a single major newspaper that
considered the implications of the comment. If you think about it, though, it’s an
astounding statement.

For one thing, Bush has hardly been a disinterested observer in this debate. Fred
Barnes reported that Bush held a long meeting with Michael Crichton, who regards
global warming as a massive hoax -- a viewpoint upon which the two “were in near-
total agreement.” When the Environmental Protection Agency submitted a report on
heat-trapping gases in 2002, Bush openly sneered at “a report put out by the
bureaucracy.” The next year the administration censored another EPA report on
global warming. This is a puzzling time for Bush to piously declare that we shouldn’t
bother debating the facts.

Even if you weren’t aware of all that, Bush’s logic was nonsensical. The debate over
whether greenhouse gas buildup is natural or man-made can’t just be put aside.
Either burning fossil fuels is making the Earth warmer, or it’s not. If it is, we need to
burn less of it. If burning fossil fuels is not making the Earth warmer, then burning
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less won’t solve the problem. Bush’s line is like saying, “Let’s just quit the debate over
whether Natalee Holloway is missing and just focus on ways to find her.”

The implication of Bush’s greenhouse comment is that even if you don’t think carbon
dioxide emissions are contributing to global warming, we should limit them anyway.

Of course, Bush’s proposals to “deal with the issue” would barely make a dent in the
problem. So his argument may be a big gob of nonsense, but at least he’s not
insulting our intelligence.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Is this the cable news we deserve?

AUGUST can be a giddy month for the press: Space yawns, little happens, a
disproportionate amount of experience goes on vacation.

The holidays can be similar, but traditionally there’s sentimentality and nowadays --
thanks to Fox News and the religious right -- the war on Christmas to fall back on
when you just have to print or air something.

August lacks those cultural props, and so weird things can happen.

It would be comforting to believe that this vacuum -- or perhaps collective heatstroke
-- explains the JonBenet Ramsey madness that has consumed so much of the news
media over the past two weeks. Unfortunately, this month has produced plenty of
distressing, tragic and significant news. That makes the explanation for this sorry
frenzy all the more disturbing, because it involves notions that already have
corrupted the cable news operations and, now, threaten to spread more widely.

Poor, sad little JonBenet Ramsey.

With her golden pre-Raphaelite hair and glisteningly inappropriate makeup, she has
smiled from millions of television screens over these past few days, at this point more
an icon than a real child. Forever 6 years old and now 10 years dead, she is the
diminutive patron saint of all the lost and mysteriously murdered white girls who
have fueled cable news’ descent into tabloid journalism. Without her, there could
have been no Laci Peterson or Natalee Holloway.
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Nor would there have been a moment quite like the one that occurred last Tuesday
when Larry King -- who hosts CNN’s highest-rated prime-time show -- paused during
an interview with JonBenet’s dead mother’s sister, looked into the camera and asked:

“Do you think there’s a media frenzy?”

You can’t make this stuff up.

A few minutes later, as cable passed the prime-time baton from one host to another,
Fox’s Greta Van Susteren, CNN’s Anderson Cooper and CNN Headline’s Nancy Grace
simultaneously launched their programs with -- you guessed it -- JonBenet Ramsey.
It was the perfect tabloid trifecta.

THE ostensible occasion for all this journalistic necrophilia was a brief Los Angeles
court appearance in which the latest “suspect” in the Ramsey killing waived his right
to contest extradition to Colorado. One suspects, in fact, that at least part of cable
news’ fascination with this latest event has to do with the creepy, made-for-television
appearance of John Mark Karr, the fugitive from child pornography charges who
oozed out of his Bangkok hovel and into our collective consciousness a little more
than a week ago. If you called Central Casting and said, “Send us over a child
molester,” you’d send him back as too obvious. (Just as an aside, do you think nobody
would have remembered this guy if he’d been hanging around the Ramsey house that
Christmas?)

King, Van Susteren and Cooper -- though probably not Grace -- know perfectly well
that their story selection that night had nothing to do with news and everything to do
with ratings. It’s easy to see why. In the claustrophobically competitive world of cable
news, everybody knows that missing girls move the ratings needle upward and none
further than JonBenet.

As one cable producer said last year, “Look, I know it’s crap, but when we do Laci
Peterson, the ratings go up. It’s that simple.”
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The night this latest twist in the Ramsey story came to light, all three cable networks’
ratings went up, but MSNBC -- which preempted its regular prime-time shows to go
with JonBenet exclusively -- went up the most. Moreover, a poll taken over the past
week found that more than half of those surveyed said they were interested in the
Ramsey story and that the interest was highest among older viewers, who constitute
the largest share of cable news watchers.

So what’s wrong with delivering news -- even faux news -- in which people are
interested?

Nothing.

In fact, if you don’t do it, you go out of business. But if it’s all or most of what you do,
and if you only deliver on the lowest common denominator along the whole range of
interests normal viewers or readers have, you’re not a journalist. You’re a pander --
and people instinctively know the difference and make the distinction. You can see
that at work in cable news’ overall audience size: While playing the tabloid game
moves the ratings needle in relation to all the other shows doing the same thing, the
overall audience for cable news continues to decline. A recent survey by the Pew
Research Center, for example, found that although 38% of Americans said they
regularly watched a cable news channel in 2004, only 34% say the same thing this
year.

But the ultimate rebuke to his sort of trivial sleaze was administered this week by
CNN itself. Just 24 hours after Tuesday’s absurdity, the network aired an excellent
and extensively reported two-hour documentary on Osama bin Laden hosted by
Christiane Amanpour. You remember Osama bin Laden, the guy who killed
thousands of our fellow Americans and is lurking out there still, plotting further
murder and mayhem? He may not be blond, female or missing, but it turns out a lot
of people are interested in him too. More than 2 million of them watched Amanpour’s
documentary, which made it the network’s most watched show this year.
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There’s a lesson in there somewhere and it can’t be learned too soon because some of
the trends that have degraded cable news are spreading into other segments of the
news media, often borne by “consultants” who spread the bacillus of bad ideas the
way the Norwegian brown rat once dispersed the Black Death. As the Economist
reports this week, the consultants now advise newspaper groups that “coverage of
national and international news is ... a commodity often almost indistinguishable
from one newspaper to the next. This impression is exacerbated as papers seek to
save money by sacking reporters and taking copy from agencies such as Reuters ....
People want their paper to tell them how to get richer, and what they might do in the
evening.”

But is that really all -- or even most -- of what they want?

The answer to that question will become more urgent, as more journalism is
delivered online. That will give newspaper proprietors the ability to do what
broadcast executives have been doing for years -- measure the raw popularity of their
report, story by story.

What might the consequence of that be?

As the Economist reports, Brian Tierney, the business executive who recently bought
the Philadelphia Inquirer, was impressed when he “noticed that a popular item on
the paper’s website has been a video of Mentos mints causing a two-liter bottle of
Diet Coke to explode into the air. ‘We should do more of that,’ he says.”

Mr. Tierney, meet Ms. Amanpour.
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In Holloway case, Aruba also suffers

 A siren blares and whistle-blowing waiters race in to the hectic
beat of the “Mexican Hat Dance.” It’s time for the hourly tequila attack at Carlos ‘n
Charlie’s.

The target is an already inebriated blond with seven gal pals, a sunset-colored rum
drink and a sunburned nose. The waiters crown her with a giant sombrero, toss a
serape over her bare shoulders and pour a stream of golden liquid into a mouth
turned up like a baby bird’s.

Liquor-plying mission accomplished, a DJ swaps the peppy Mexican melody for a
blaring rendition of dance group T-Spoon’s “Sex on the Beach.”

Alcoholic excess and abandon are back in vogue at the cantina, where a pretty blond
teenager from Alabama named Natalee Holloway was last seen by her high school
classmates — drunk and supine on the bar as a boy slurped Jello shots from her
navel.

Two years later, it may be business as usual at Carlos ‘n Charlie’s, but the mystery of
the missing American girl lingers. No body has been found, no evidence of a crime
has been uncovered, and the 18-year-old’s disappearance is dangerously close to
being labeled a cold case.

The sad trajectory of the case mirrors that of the increasingly bitter relations between
Holloway’s parents and the people of Aruba, arcing downward from the moment two
years ago when islanders took the tragedy to heart and joined in the hunt by the
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thousands to today, when locals mutter about American media distortions and
“missing white woman syndrome.”

Holloway’s parents — and the cable TV crime analysts who followed their plight for
months — have cast affluent Aruba as a dangerous den of iniquity, its police force as
inept bunglers and its government and people as co-conspirators in covering up what
happened to the hearty-partying teen.

As in the cases of slain child beauty queen JonBenet Ramsey, missing congressional
staffer Chandra Levy and murdered expectant mother Laci Peterson, the ill fate
presumed to have befallen Holloway made her a cause celebre for vigilante justice-
seekers and a ratings boon for cable TV crime mavens.

Although they have recovered from the initial economic fallout, Arubans say the
accusatory free-for-all was a blast-force end of innocence — danger could indeed lurk
under wind-sculpted divi-divi trees or on sugar-white beaches. Yes, it was a blow to
their livelihoods, as U.S. visits fell 7% last year. More painful, though, it was a wound
to the heart for all who had joined the prayer vigils and searches, Arubans such as
restaurant manager Edwin Trimon say.

“Last year was a tragedy for us. Many people’s businesses were ruined. But what hurt
the most was what they were saying about us on TV,” said Trimon, a fixture in the
Aruban tourism industry “since there was just one hotel on the island.”

Marcelino Maduro, who has had a taxi service for 17 years, angrily defends his island
nation. “The truth is, Aruba is safe. We don’t have people begging. There’s no bad
neighborhood where a tourist feels he could be in trouble. We were all shocked when
whatever happened to this girl happened.”

In the first days after Holloway went missing, hundreds of tourists joined Aruban
police and U.S. private investigators in combing the island’s beaches, coral
outcroppings and cactus-studded fields. The Aruba government gave thousands of
civil servants a day off to join the hunt. A pond was drained near the Marriott, where
Holloway was reported to have gone after she left Carlos ‘n Charlie’s with three locals.



02/08/2024 10:36 In Holloway case, Aruba also suffers - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/travel/la-trw-aruba4jun4-story.html 3/7

North shore sand dunes were scoured. F-16s flew in from the Netherlands to
infrared-scan the entire island for signs of freshly turned earth.

No trace of Natalee Holloway was found. Now, the period defined by Dutch
jurisprudence for bringing suspects to trial is about to expire.

Under Dutch law, prosecutors can designate suspects for arrest and interrogation
without probable cause but must bring a case against them within “a reasonable
time,” which judicial precedent has defined as about two years unless fresh leads
justify extension.

It was on June 9, 2005, 10 days after Holloway’s disappearance, that Aruba police
arrested 17-year-old Joran van der Sloot, a Dutch citizen, and Surinamese brothers
Satish and Deepak Kalpoe, who were respectively 18 and 21 at the time. They were
released that September after a magistrate who had granted numerous extensions
ruled that police had insufficient grounds to further detain them.

“I hope we can close the case against them,” said attorney David Kock, who
represents the Kalpoe brothers. “They have been living with this sword over their
heads for two years now.”

Vivian van der Biezen, head of legal and policy assistance for the Aruba prosecutor’s
office, says that authorities are prohibited from discussing an active case and that a
new phase of the investigation began six weeks ago.

On the recommendation of officials in the Netherlands who reviewed Aruban and FBI
reports, Van der Sloot’s home was searched again April 27. Twenty forensic
investigators perused his parents’ diary notes and a personal computer and poked
narrow rods into soil in the backyard of their modest home.

Paul van der Sloot, the suspect’s father, said they found nothing suspicious.

Van der Biezen said she was confident the magistrate on the sister island of Curacao,
where the case has been relocated, would give the prosecution more time given the
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high visibility and complexity of the Holloway case. But she acknowledged that the
clock was ticking and, at best, they had a few more months to find a body or forensic
evidence that a crime had been committed.

“There will come a time when we have to make a decision to prosecute or make it a
cold case,” she said.

Like many Arubans who understood the anguish of the missing girl’s parents, Van
der Biezen is reluctant to accuse them of interfering in the investigation. But she
observed that their freelance actions in confronting witnesses and suspects blew early
opportunities for clandestine surveillance.

In one of her frequent appearances on Greta van Susteren’s “On the Record” legal
show on Fox News, Beth Twitty, Holloway’s mother, complained that the parallel
inquiry that family members and friends conducted was being ignored by Aruban
investigators.

“We’ve just about done all the investigation for them, I guess, so to speak — identified
witnesses, put the three suspects on a silver platter and gave it to them,” Twitty said
of the sleuthing she did when Aruban police were still convinced her daughter had
simply extended her vacation.

Recriminations are a two-way street here on Aruba.

Julia Renfro, a Los Angeles native who is editor in chief of Aruba Today, initially took
the side of Holloway’s parents when they sought publicity on the disappearance and
lambasted Aruban police for following Dutch investigative procedures rather than
those in the United States.

Galvanized by compassion for a desperate mother, Renfro stopped the presses of her
daily newspaper for the first time in its history to include a picture of Holloway to aid
Arubans in the island-wide search.
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A mother of four, Renfro spent weeks shuttling the family from the scene of one
rumored development to another but eventually became disenchanted with what she
saw as Twitty’s pandering to tabloid TV and “flat-out lies” she told on the air.

“I feel guilty saying any negative thing about a mother who has lost her daughter,”
Renfro said. “But her behavior was odd from the get-go.”

Renfro has concluded that the body would have turned up by now if Holloway died
on the island. She — and many Arubans — doubts the three suspects, who were all
good students without criminal records, could have pulled off a perfect crime, leaving
no forensic evidence behind and never caving in to the intense pressure of
interrogations.

“I’ve spoken with all of the suspects,” she said. “I don’t believe any of them did
anything to her.”

Heavily intoxicated, according to accounts later given by her classmates to the FBI,
Holloway could have staggered into the sea and drowned after the local men left her,
Renfro speculates. She might have died of alcohol poisoning or a drug overdose and
washed out to sea, as Deputy Police Chief Gerold Dompig surmised in a CBS
interview last year. She might have climbed aboard one of the dozens of catamarans
and cabin cruisers moored off the beach for late-night partying after a concert
nearby.

Renfro says she was perplexed when Twitty immediately concluded that her daughter
had been kidnapped and made no effort to check hospitals or police about accident
victims. Within a few hours, Twitty had concluded Van der Sloot was responsible,
and within a couple of days she was telling TV interviewers that she knew her
daughter had been gang-raped and murdered.

Twitty didn’t respond to e-mailed requests for an interview.

Renfro parted ways with Twitty and ceased front-page coverage of the disappearance
after what she considered a malicious act of distortion. A video aired Sept. 15, 2005,
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on “Dr. Phil” appeared to show Deepak Kalpoe telling a California private
investigator, Jamie Skeeters, that Holloway had sex with all three men on the night
she disappeared.

The Kalpoe brothers sued talk-show host Phil McGraw, CBS and Skeeters (who died
in January), alleging the clandestinely recorded jailhouse conversation was doctored
heavily to change the elder Kalpoe’s response from “No, she didn’t” to “She did.”
Versions of the original and aired tapes available on YouTube and other websites
appear to back Kalpoe’s contention that his words were altered.

Although leads have faltered and investigators no longer seem to be focusing on the
three named suspects, the case of the “missing white woman” promises to live on for
years, at least in the legal TV and unsolved-mystery broadcasts.

carol.williams@latimes.com

More to Read

Kidnapping, extortion and OnlyFans: How a mother escaped a
gangster’s plot

Can Angelenos ever make sense of the gang killing of a baby?

A ‘cold-blooded killer’ called Smiley haunted L.A. for 14 years.
How he finally faced justice

Carol J. Williams
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3 arrested in case of missing U.S. teen

 Three young men previously detained as suspects in the
2005 disappearance of American teenager Natalee Holloway were rearrested
Wednesday on the basis of new evidence, the public prosecutor’s office said.

Dutch student Joran van der Sloot and two Surinamese brothers, Satish and Deepak
Kalpoe, were arrested on suspicion of involvement in voluntary manslaughter and
causing serious bodily harm that resulted in the death of Holloway, the office said in
a statement.

No trace of Holloway has been found.

However, Van der Sloot’s mother, speaking from the family’s home in Aruba, said her
son had not been arrested but was detained for more questioning.

Holloway, of Mountain Brook, Ala., was last seen May 30, 2005, leaving a bar with
the three men hours before she was scheduled to board a plane to return home with
high school classmates celebrating their graduation. She was 18.

Hundreds of volunteers, Aruban soldiers, police officers and FBI agents searched for
the missing teen.

Van der Sloot and the Kalpoe brothers were detained on suspicion of taking part in
her death, but they denied involvement and a judge released them for lack of
evidence.
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Van der Sloot, 20, was taken into custody in the Netherlands, where he was attending
a university. The Kalpoe brothers -- Deepak is 24, Satish, 21 -- were arrested in
Aruba.

Hans Mos, chief prosecutor in Aruba, declined to discuss the new evidence or any
other details about the case.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Holloway case suspect is returned

Authorities flew a Dutch man back from the Netherlands to the Caribbean after he
was re-arrested as a suspect in the disappearance of Alabama teen Natalee Holloway
in 2005.

“We have evidence that she is dead,” Aruba prosecutor Hans Mos said. He said Joran
van der Sloot, 20, will appear before a judge Monday as authorities seek to hold him
for at least eight more days while pursuing the case against him and two others.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Brothers freed in Holloway case

Two Surinamese brothers rearrested Nov. 21 in the disappearance of Alabama
teenager Natalee Holloway walked out of jail after a judge ruled the evidence wasn’t
strong enough to keep holding them.

A third suspect, Joran van der Sloot, remains in jail. He and the brothers were the
last people known to have seen Holloway before she went missing more than two
years ago, hours before she was scheduled to return home with high school
classmates celebrating their graduation.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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3rd suspect freed in Holloway case

A judge ordered the release of the last of three suspects rearrested last month in the
disappearance of Alabama teenager Natalee Holloway, ruling that the evidence was
not strong enough to continue holding him.

Joran van der Sloot was arrested Nov. 21 along with Surinamese brothers Deepak
and Satish Kalpoe, who were released Dec. 1 with a similar ruling.

The three were the last people known to have seen Holloway, who vanished May 30,
2005. They have denied involvement in her disappearance.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada

Americans released in prisoner swap with Russia are back on
U.S. soil, welcomed by Biden and Harris
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Authorities close Holloway inquiry

Prosecutors in Aruba closed their investigation of the disappearance of American
teenager Natalee Holloway, saying they still believe that three young men were
involved in her death but can’t prove it.

They dismissed the case against the three young men who had been rearrested last
month. None of the men talked in custody. If they were put on trial, the lack of
evidence “would lead to an acquittal,” the public prosecutor’s office said in a
statement.

Holloway disappeared May 30, 2005. She was last seen leaving a bar with the three
suspects: Joran van der Sloot and brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada
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Chat remark led to Holloway rearrests

A main suspect in the disappearance of American teenager Natalee Holloway wrote
in an Internet chat session that she was dead, contributing to the decision last month
to rearrest three men, Aruban prosecutors said.

Joran van der Sloot and brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe have since been released.

Chief prosecutor Hans Mos said he had done all he could in the case of the 18-year-
old, who disappeared May 30, 2005. He refused to say which of the three suspects
wrote the reference to Holloway.

Atty. Gen. Nico Jorg said there was virtually no chance of a guilty verdict without
more evidence.

More to Read

Why Mexico was in the dark about the arrest of top Sinaloa
cartel leaders

The secretive life — and stunning downfall — of Sinaloa cartel
boss ‘El Mayo’ Zambada
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‘Trust but verify’ in the age of truthfulness

“The IFC Media Project,” which premieres tonight on the Independent Film Channel,
is a six-part series designed to wake the slumbering masses to the fact that you
shouldn’t believe everything you read in the paper or see on television. I am sorry to
shock you with this. Do you need to sit down? Can I get you some water?

That the American public already feels something of this sort is borne out by those
intermittent polls that rank professions in terms of trustworthiness: A 2006 Harris
Poll, for example, found journalists trusted by only 39% of the population, behind
athletes but ahead of members of Congress (and, it should be said, also ahead of
pollsters).

Still, as much as we know about the ways we are misled, we are easily misled anyway.
And there is something entertaining in this kind of corrective, even if it is kind of
offhand. Producers Meghan O’Hara and Nick McKinney both have professional
histories with Michael Moore, the king of muckraking comedy, and the show is at its
best when at its giddiest -- most of the segments are too short or shallow to be
convincing on the bigger issues, at least to someone not already convinced.

Even a relatively generous 10 minutes is, for example, not enough time to dissect the
way the American media cover, or does not cover, Israel. It is only enough time to
suggest that there is something oversimplified and partisan about it, even compared
with the Israeli media’s coverage of themselves. (Former Los Angeles Times reporter
Ken Silverstein, who fought with editors over material he guesses they thought too
“pro-Arab,” appears in this segment.)
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Eyebrows will raise occasionally, as in a segment on a man who promotes “missing
white girl” stories to cable news. And the show can be evocative, even when not going
deep: A segment on an Iraqi combat photographer works mostly because of its
subject’s youth and the quality of his photographs, and the sense that we get that
there is something slightly mad in his pursuit, in spite of his own characterizations to
the contrary.

Host Gideon Yago, an MTV News veteran, is only 30, so the kids can still trust him.
(The attitude is a little . . . attitudinal at times: There’s no good reason to refer to
missing-person Natalee Holloway as “that chick in Aruba.”) And all children should
be taught, I believe, that grown-ups often spin the truth, that “embedded journalism”
means co-opted journalism, and that people who claim to be nonpartisan frequently
are not.

Most children most likely suspect this, but we owe it to them to admit that it’s true.

--

robert.lloyd@latimes.com

--

‘The IFC Media Project’

Where: IFC

When: 5 and 8 tonight

Rating: TV-14 (may be unsuitable for children under the age of 14)

More to Read
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BET ON A BOMBSHELL

Only one thing is certain at the Emmys: surprise. Just because most pundits bet on
“Grey Gardens” to win best TV movie and actress, watch out for “Prayers for Bobby,”
starring Sigourney Weaver as an intolerant Christian who seeks redemption after her
gay son commits suicide. Voters adore those kinds of message movies mixed with
tears. And a variety of upsets may be lurking in the variety races. Can anything finally
beat “The Daily Show,” which has won for outstanding variety, music or comedy
series for the last six years in a row?

--

TV MOVIES

Front-runners

“The Courageous Heart of

Irena Sendler”

“Grey Gardens”

“My Zinc Bed”

“Prayers for Bobby”

“Taking Chance”
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“24: Redemption”

“Wallander: One Step Behind”

Possible

“Accidental Friendship”

“Coco Chanel”

“Front of the Class”

“Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story”

“God on Trial”

“Jesse Stone: Thin Ice”

“The Librarian: The Curse of the Judas Chalice”

“Living Proof”

“Loving Leah”

“The Natalee Holloway Story”

“Sybil”

Spotlight: If any telefilm can break HBO’s stranglehold on this category (14 of the last
16 races, including the last five in a row), it may be the Hallmark Hall of Fame
presentation of “The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler.” After all, this sponsored
series has won 78 Emmys over the last 55 years, including five awards for the first
true made-for-TV movie, “Macbeth,” starring Maurice Evans and Judith Anderson in
1961. Nine more of its programs claimed top honors. Like 11 of HBO’s winners, “Irena
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Sendler” is based on real events, telling the story of a heroic Polish woman who saved
Jewish children during World War II.

--

MINISERIES

Front-runners

“Generation Kill”

“House of Saddam”

“Little Dorrit”

“Maneater”

“Oliver Twist”

Possible

“Burn Up”

“Diamonds”

“The Last Templar”

Spotlight: HBO won this category in half of the last 10 derbies, so odds look good for
either “Generation Kill” or “House of Saddam” to prevail this year. But the paycaster
should beware of the pubcaster. PBS minis such as “Prime Suspect” and “The Lost
Prince” have pulled off upsets in the past and now it competes with two critically
acclaimed longforms based upon Charles Dickens classics (“Oliver Twist,” “Little
Dorrit”). An adaptation of “Nicholas Nickleby” won this category in 1983.
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--

LEAD ACTOR

IN A TV MOVIE/MINI

Front-runners

Kevin Bacon, “Taking Chance”

Kenneth Branagh, “Wallander: One Step Behind”

Paddy Considine, “My Zinc Bed”

Brendan Gleeson, “Into the Storm”

Cuba Gooding Jr., “Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story”

Kevin Kline, “Cyrano de Bergerac”

Ian McKellen, “King Lear”

Igal Naor, “House of Saddam”

Jonathan Pryce, “My Zinc Bed”

Tom Selleck, “Jesse Stone: Thin Ice”

Alexander Skarsgard, “Generation Kill”

Kiefer Sutherland, “24: Redemption”

Possible
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Scott Foley, “The Last Templar”

Adam Kaufman, “Loving Leah”

Eriq La Salle, “Relative Stranger”

Alex Loynaz, “Pedro”

Matthew MacFadyen, “Little Dorrit”

Ted McGinley, “Taking a Chance on Love”

Noah Wyle, “The Librarian: Curse of the Judas Chalice”

Spotlight: Winning an Emmy is just what Cuba Gooding Jr. needs to prove that he
doesn’t suffer from an Oscar curse. Since snagging an Academy Award for “Jerry
Maguire” (1996), he’s appeared in so many duds that he’s become a multiple Razzie
nominee (“Boat Trip,” “Daddy Day Camp”). Now he’s reminded us of his ace acting
chops in “Gifted Hands” while portraying a man who rose from poverty and
insecurity to become a celebrated neurosurgeon.

--

LEAD ACTRESS

IN A TV MOVIE/MINI

Front-runners

Lauren Ambrose, “Loving Leah”

Kathy Baker, “Jesse Stone: Thin Ice”

Drew Barrymore, “Grey Gardens”
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Tammy Blanchard, “Sybil”

Sarah Chalke, “Maneater”

Jessica Lange, “Grey Gardens”

Shirley MacLaine, “Coco Chanel”

Anna Paquin, “The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler”

Tracy Pollan, “The Natalee Holloway Story”

Mira Sorvino, “The Last Templar”

Uma Thurman, “My Zinc Bed”

Chandra Wilson, “Accidental Friendship”

Sigourney Weaver, “Prayers for Bobby”

Possible

Claire Foy, “Little Dorrit”

Florence Henderson, “Ladies of the House”

Heather Locklear, “Flirting With Forty”

Rosie O’Donnell, “America”

Jane Seymour, “Dear Prudence”

Lesley Ann Warren, “Bound by a Secret”
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Spotlight: In the battle between the two Edies in “Grey Gardens,” Jessica Lange had
the upper hand as a stern, domineering mother who held the purse strings, but Drew
Barrymore may have an edge in their Emmy bout. Barrymore had the more
emotionally flashy role as a debutante yearning to pursue forbidden dreams to
become a performer. But Lange has two Oscars (“Blue Sky,” “Tootsie”) and Emmy
voters are snobs. Checkmate?

--

VARIETY, MUSIC, COMEDY SERIES

Front-runners

“The Colbert Report”

“Daily Show With Jon Stewart”

“Late Night With Conan O’Brien”

“Late Night With Jimmy Fallon”

“Late Show With David Letterman”

“MADtv”

“Real Time With Bill Maher”

“Saturday Night Live”

“Tracey Ullman’s State of the Union”

Possible

“Chelsea Lately”
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“Criss Angel Mindfreak”

“Important Things With Demetri Martin”

“Jimmy Kimmel Live”

“The Late Late Show With Craig Ferguson”

“Little Britain USA”

“Shatner’s Raw Nerve”

“Spectacle”

“Tonight Show With Jay Leno”

Spotlight: Lucky for Bill Maher, he’s got a great sense of humor. Last year, on the eve
of the Emmy ceremonies, he was tied with Angela Lansbury as the biggest loser ever,
then suffered two more defeats to set a whole new record all his own (21 losses, 0
wins). When The Envelope asked Maher how he felt about being Emmy’s biggest
snubee, he replied with a snide grin, “I wear that like a badge of honor. I’m a gangsta,
so I don’t expect that they’ll ever give it to me.”

--

VARIETY SPECIALS

Front-runners

“AFI Life Achievement Award: A Tribute to Warren Beatty”

“A Colbert Christmas”

“Indecision 2008: America’s Choice”
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“The Kennedy Center Honors”

“Ricky Gervais: Out of England, the Stand-Up Special”

“Stevie Wonder in Performance at the White House”

“Storymakers”

Possible

“Celine Dion Live in Las Vegas: A New Day”

“Chris Rock: Kill the Messenger”

“Dana Carvey: Squatting Monkeys Tell No Lies”

“Fashion Rocks”

“George Strait: ACM Artist of the Decade All Star Concert”

“Kathy Griffin: She’ll Cut a Bitch”

“Russell Peters: Red, White and Brown”

“Samuel L. Jackson: An American Cinematheque Tribute”

“Will Ferrell: You’re Welcome America. A Final Night With George W. Bush”

Spotlight: You thought the presidential election was contentious last year? The
Emmy battle between Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert was heartless. (“I told Jon
that if he beats me again, no more kisses!” Colbert confessed to The Envelope).
Result: “Daily Show” clobbered “Colbert Report” for best variety series, and “Colbert
Report” crushed “Daily Show” to claim the writing award. Can’t we all just get along
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in Emmyland? Yes, if voters give this category to both jokers who were co-hosts of
election spoof “Indecision 2008: America’s Choice.”

--

(BEGIN TEXT OF INFOBOX)

NEXT UP

The Emmy season isn’t a long one, but there are some key dates to keep in mind.

June 5: Nominating ballots will be posted on the academy’s website.

June 26: Deadline is 5 p.m. to return the nominating ballots to Ernst & Young.

July 16: Nominations are announced at 5:35 a.m.

Week of Aug. 3: DVDs will be mailed for at-home judging for creative arts awards.

Week of Aug. 10: DVDs will be mailed for at-home judging for telecast award
categories.

Aug. 21: Deadline for returning at-home judging ballots for creative arts awards
categories.

Aug. 28: Deadline for returning at-home judging ballots for telecast awards.

Sept. 20: CBS telecast of the prime-time Emmy Awards.
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Jeff Bridges and Maggie Gyllenhaal among winners of Prism
Awards

Six weeks after winning an Oscar, Jeff Bridges picked up another accolade for “Crazy
Heart” on Thursday night as he and costar Maggie Gyllenhaal were bestowed Prism
Awards, which honor actors, movies and TV shows that “accurately depict and bring
attention to substance abuse and mental health issues.”

“Crazy Heart,” the story of an alcoholic singer, also won the award in the substance
use category for feature films, while “ The Soloist,” in which Jamie Foxx portrayed a
street musician battling paranoid schizophrenia, was honored for its depiction of
mental health issues.

Television series winners included NBC’s “Law & Order: Special Victims Unit,” NBC’s
“Law & Order,” AMC’s “ Breaking Bad” and CBS’ “How I Met Your Mother.”

Two TV movies on Lifetime, “Natalee Holloway” and “Prayers for Bobby,” also
collected awards, and a third Lifetime movie, “America,” earned performance honors
for Rosie O’Donnell.

Among other programs picking up awards were Nickelodeon’s “Nick News With
Linda Ellerbee” for an installment called “Kids in Rehab,” PBS’ ” Betty Ford: The Real
Deal” and HBO’s “The Alzheimer’s Project.”

The Prisms, established in 1997, were presented at the Beverly Hills Hotel by the
Entertainment Industries Council in association with the Substance Abuse and
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Mental Health Services Administration, and the FX network, which will televise the
ceremony in the fall.

“Through accurate character portrayals and inspired storytelling, our industry
reinforces the importance of those individuals within the care-giving and health
fields,” said Brian Dyak, president of the Entertainment Industries Council.

— Lee Margulies

More to Read

Cardi B bumps aside reported divorce from Offset with
pregnancy reveal: ‘New beginning’

The 10 best moments from Willie Nelson and Bob Dylan at the
Hollywood Bowl

Erica Ash, ‘Real Husbands of Hollywood’ and ‘Survivor’s
Remorse’ star, dies at 46
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Josh Duhamel and Joran van der Sloot -- creepy good or creepy
bad?

This article was originally on a blog post platform and may be missing photos,

graphics or links. See About archive blog posts.

Josh Duhamel should be happy he’s a few years older now than when Natalee
Holloway went missing in Aruba in 2005. Now that Holloway playboy-of-interest
Joran van der Sloot has reportedly confessed to killing a woman in Peru, it’s a no-
brainer that someone will be casting another movie about the whole mess.

And Duhamel almost has the looks for the job.

Yeah, we’re being completely creepy.

But -- just look. Can you blame us?

-- Christie D’Zurilla

P.S. Van der Sloot has maintained he knows nothing about Holloway’s
disappearance, though Interpol says he’s facing criminal charges in Alabama for
allegedly trying to extort money from the missing girl’s mother in exchange for
information about the circumstances of Holloway’s death and the location of her
body. Those stories via CNN. And Duhamel, of course, has nothing to do with any of
this.
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Not all our headlines are creepy. Check it out for yourself: Follow
Ministry of Gossip on Twitter (we’re @LATcelebs), or Like us into your
news feed when you visit our Facebook page.

Christie D’Zurilla

Christie D’Zurilla is an assistant editor for entertainment news on the Fast Break
team. A graduate of USC, she joined the Los Angeles Times in 2003 as a copy editor,
started writing about celebrities in 2009 and has more than 34 years of journalism
experience in Southern California.
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Larry King calls it quits

Larry King was flying back to Los Angeles after interviewing basketball superstar
LeBron James at his home in Akron, Ohio, earlier this month when it hit him.

“I said, ‘I can’t top this,’ ” King recalled in an interview Tuesday. “I’m not getting
younger. I want more time with other things. It’s time to go.”

After a quarter century as host of “Larry King Live,” the centerpiece of CNN’s prime-
time lineup and a required stamping ground for striving politicians and contrite
celebrities, the 76-year-old announced Tuesday that he will be leaving the program
this fall.

In a nod to how much the medium has changed since King began broadcasting in
1957, he broke the news himself on Twitter.

“The daily grind is tough,” King said in a phone call moments after his tweet went
out. “And there are aspects of it, you know, when you’ve got to do tabloid shows,
which is the nature of the business, you’ve got to do the girl that’s missing in Aruba.
It’s hard to make the case that that is major news, but that’s what news is today. And
my curiosity runs to that, but not nightly.”

King will not be retiring completely: He signed a new contract to host specials on the
cable news channel.

But his departure from prime time marks a major turning point for CNN, which has
built its schedule around “Larry King Live” for 25 of the network’s 30 years on the air.
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“He is the very definition of legend,” said Geneva Overholser, director of USC
Annenberg’s School of Journalism. “He has been such a mainstay of CNN’s
programming for so long that it’s almost impossible to imagine it without him…. You
just expect that whatever happens in the world, we’re all going to get Larry’s take on
it. It’s going to be a real dramatic change.”

King logged more than 40,000 sit-downs with newsmakers since his first radio show
53 years ago, according to CNN. The host often referred to himself as an interviewer,
not a journalist — an identification that did little to mollify media detractors who
criticized King for being too lenient with his guests.

CNN/U.S. President Jon Klein said that “this isn’t just a big moment for CNN, it’s a
big moment for cable television.”

“He created the habit of tuning into cable at night,” Klein said in an interview. “He
made it OK to watch cable. It is a big historic inflection point.”

King’s decision comes as the network has suffered a steep falloff in the ratings this
year and is battling the perception that it has lost its potency. Although “Larry King
Live” was the network’s top-rated show for years, the program’s audience declined
sharply this year, averaging 723,000, down 40% from the same period last year,
according to Nielsen. (His ratings were up 10% in June compared with May, buoyed
by interviews he with James and President Obama, which were promoted as part of
his 25th anniversary on the air.)

The diminished viewership prompted speculation that CNN was looking to replace
King, but the affable interviewer insisted Tuesday that the network never asked him
to step down.

“I swear to God, they never pressured me,” King said, adding that he took the rise and
fall of the ratings in stride. “I do believe it’s cyclical. Ten years from today, there will
be another young Larry King, John Jones or something, and he’s going to do an
interview show, he’s going to take calls, he’s going to be No. 1, and they’ll be saying,
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‘What happened to those other shows, where the guys are on soapboxes? Ah, that’s
passé.’ ”

Klein said the network was open to King continuing in the time slot. “We wanted
Larry to decide what he wanted to do,” he said.

It remains unclear who will replace him. British newspapers recently reported that
Piers Morgan, a British journalist who judges NBC’s “America’s Got Talent,” was
about to sign a deal with the network. CBS anchor Katie Couric’s name has been
frequently floated as a possible successor, and King himself reiterated Tuesday that
he thinks “American Idol” host Ryan Seacrest would be the right pick.

“If he knows his politics, I couldn’t think of a better person than him,” King said.

Klein said all those named would make strong contenders to continue King’s legacy of
“interesting, challenging, informed, intelligent talk.”

“There are any number of talented people out there,” he said, adding that the network
is not in negotiations with Morgan, as has been reported.

The conclusion of “Larry King Live” will add more volatility to CNN’s schedule as it
launches a new roundtable show this fall hosted by former New York Gov. Eliot
Spitzer and conservative columnist Kathleen Parker, replacing the newscast anchored
by Campbell Brown.

Born Lawrence Harvey Zeiger, King grew up in Brooklyn, then changed his name for
his first radio gig in Miami Beach at the request of the station manager. Glancing
down at an open newspaper, the young disc jockey plucked the name King from an ad
for King’s Wholesale Liquors.

He moved onto the national stage as the host of Mutual Radio’s “The Larry King
Show” from 1978 to 1984.
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His CNN show debuted in June 1985 with then-New York Gov. Mario Cuomo as the
first guest. It was first broadcast out of Washington, but during the O.J. Simpson trial
in 1995, King frequently hosted the show from Los Angeles and then eventually
relocated there. Now a resident of Beverly Hills, he is a regular for breakfast at Nate
‘N Al’s and at Dodgers games.

The broadcaster is known for the dizzying array of topics he tackles as much as his
avuncular style and ever-present suspenders. In 1993, Al Gore and Ross Perot
debated NAFTA on the program, drawing a record 16.3 million viewers. Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat, King Hussein of Jordan and Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin came on in 1995 to talk about the Middle East peace
process.

But King also has devoted many programs to less weighty fare, such as the death of
Anna Nicole Smith and the disappearance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba.

One of the joys of ending the show, he said Tuesday, will be leaving behind those
stories.

After announcing the news to his viewers Tuesday night, King spent much of the
show fielding reaction from newsmakers and colleagues. Nancy Reagan called in to
complain in jest that he didn’t “ask my permission,” while Regis Philbin said “I’ll miss
your suspenders. I’ll miss your voice. I’ll miss everything.”

“You were the Mickey Mantle of broadcasters,” said in-studio guest Bill Maher.

King said he wants to spend more time with his wife and attending his children’s
Little League games, but he also has ambitious plans for his specials. Some initial
ideas: hosting a Middle Eastern summit, interviewing all the living U.S. presidents
together and touring Barbra Streisand’s home.

“I want to really broaden myself and do other things,” he said.
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Still, he hastened to note that his nightly program would continue to air until at least
October, noting Elizabeth Edwards is appearing on the show Wednesday.

“There still is a ‘Larry King Live,’ ” he said wistfully, “but it’s sad.”

matea.gold@latimes.com

yvonne.villarreal@latimes.com

Gold reported from New York; Villarreal reported from Los Angeles.
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Finding a missing Alabama teenager is Aruba’s “No. 1 goal,” the nation’s leader declared
yesterday – as three more suspects were arrested in the honor student’s disappearance.

“We will not stop until we have answers,” Prime Minister Nelson Oduber said, vowing, “We will
solve this case.”

Natalee Holloway, 18, vanished on Memorial Day while on a five-day high-school graduation trip
with 124 classmates and seven chaperones. She was last seen leaving a bar and getting into a
car with three residents of the Dutch island off the Venezuelan coast.

At a news conference attended by her mom, Beth Twitty, Oduber said cops were “doing
everything in their power to find Natalee.”

He added, “We will not tolerate any activities that harm our American friends or any of our
international visitors.”

BREAKING NEWS

3 MORE NABBED IN ARUBA –
FINDING TEEN IS ‘NO. 1 GOAL’

U S  N E WS

By Andy Geller

Published June 10, 2005, 4:00 a.m. ET
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The strong words came as cops took in the three men who had acknowledged giving Holloway a
ride. They’d said they dropped her off at the Holiday Inn at about 2 a.m., but the hotel’s security
cameras did not record her return.

Cops also impounded a gray Honda. Her friends have said she left the club in a silver car.

The three men were questioned and released last week. A government spokesman said they
were taken into custody yesterday “as suspects.”

Two – Satish and Deepak Kalpoe, 18 and 21, respectively – are Surinamese brothers. The third is
Joran Andreas Petrus van der Sloot, 17.

Van der Sloot is the son of a Dutch justice official and a student at the Aruba International School.
Cops said he’d met Holloway at a hotel casino two days before she disappeared.

In Mountain Brook, Holloway’s hometown, teens recalled seeing van der Sloot at the bar where
she was last seen.

“He was just a local guy in the bar and the casino where all the kids were just kind of hanging out,”
Holloway’s aunt, Marcia Twitty, said.

Two former hotel security guards, Nick John, 30 and Abraham Jones, 28, were arrested Sunday in
connection with the case.

With Post Wire Services

26/07/2024 11:44 3 MORE NABBED IN ARUBA – FINDING TEEN IS ‘NO. 1 GOAL’

https://nypost.com/2005/06/10/3-more-nabbed-in-aruba-finding-teen-is-no-1-goal/ 2/6



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The 17-year-old son of an Aruban jurist engaged in passionate back-seat kissing with an Alabama
honors student on the night she vanished from the Caribbean resort island, according to
testimony from two of the boy’s friends made public yesterday.

Joran Van der Sloot, an honors student at Aruba’s International School, was arrested along with
his two pals Thursday. The trio are among five men being detained without charges in the
disappearance of Natalee Holloway, 18, a pretty blond Alabama girl last seen early May 30.

Van der Sloot is a native of the Netherlands and his father is “a prominent official in the Aruba
justice system studying to be a judge,” an Aruban newspaper said.

He and his friends, Deepak Kalpoe, 18, and Satish Kalpoe, 21 -sons of an Aruban businessman –
are to appear in court today.

The Kalpoe brothers have testified to police that they and Van der Sloot drove Holloway to a
beach on the island’s northern tip and that she and Van der Sloot “were in the back seat kissing,”
a government spokesman said.

BREAKING NEWS

HER LAST KISS – JURIST’S TEEN
SONBUSTED WITH PALSIN ARUBA
VANISH
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By Bill Sanderson
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All three young men had been questioned by police last week without being arrested, news
reports said.

Two former security guards at Holloway’s hotel who were arrested Sunday are still being held.
Under Dutch law – Aruba is a protectorate of the Netherlands – the five detainees can be held for
up to 116 days without being formally charged.

“We are very excited about the progression of the investigation. We feel the three boys last seen
with Natalee have some clue,” Linda Allison, Holloway’s aunt, told Fox News.

Holloway met up with Van der Sloot and the Kalpoe brothers at Carlos ‘N’ Charlies, a popular
tourist Bar, the night she disappeared, witnesses say. The Kalpoe brothers told a member of
Holloway’s family that the missing teen flirted and danced with Van der Sloot at the bar.

The group then drove to Arashi beach – on the northern part of the island, a few miles from
Holloway’s hotel. From the beach, the group drove to the Holiday Inn where Holloway was staying
to drop her off, lawyers on the case said.

She was drunk and stumbled when she tried to get out of the car, the boys told one of Holloway’s
relatives. When Van der Sloot tried to help her, she refused, saying, “I can stand on my own,” the
men reportedly said.

The Kalpoe brothers said a man dressed as a security guard approached Holloway in the hotel
parking lot before the young men drove off, according to Satish Kalpoe’s lawyer, David Kock. But
security cameras did not record Holloway’s return to the hotel.

The two men detained Sunday – Nick John, 30, and Abraham Jones, 28 – were security guards at
a hotel near the Holiday Inn. They were known for trying to pick up women tourists at Aruba
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hotels, and at least one of them had a prior brush with the law, a police officer said.

Both John and Jones deny knowing Holloway, and authorities have not said why they were
arrested. A hearing on their detention is expected next week.

John’s lawyer, Noraina Pietersz, said she has decided not to demand her client’s immediate
freedom. “We prefer to let the prosecution investigate, confident that my client will be released,”
Pietersz said.

Holloway, a straight-A student who won awards for volunteering, was to have returned home to
Alabama later on May 30. Police found her passport and her packed bags in her hotel room. With
Post Wire Services

Timeline

May 29

7-11:30 p.m.: Natalee Holloway is among 8,000 people attending a beach concert in southern
Aruba.

Midnight: Holloway is with friends at Carlos ‘N’ Charlies, a tourist bar, where she flirted with
suspect Joran Van der Sloot.

May 30

12:50 a.m.: She leaves the bar with Van der Sloot and two of his friends, brothers Satish Kalpoe
and Deepak Kalpoe. The group drives to a beach on the island’s northern tip.

2 a.m.: The Kalpoe brothers and Van der Sloot dropped off Holloway at her hotel, the young men
tell police.

Morning: Holloway, who’d been traveling with 124 high-school classmates from Alabama, misses
her return flight home.
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Police in Aruba questioned the politically connected father of a Dutch teenager detained in the
disappearance of an Alabama teen on a class trip, authorities said yesterday.

Paul van der Sloot’s son, Joran, was one of the last people seen with 18-year-old Natalee
Holloway before she vanished in the early hours of May 30.

Officials said the elder van der Sloot, a judge-intraining, may have knowledge that could help
unravel the mystery.

“He was questioned as a witness, no more or no less,” said Police Superintendent Jan van der
Straaten.

A day earlier, a judge ordered Joran van der Sloot and two friends, brothers Deepak Kalpoe, 21,
and Satish Kalpoe, 18, to stay in jail for at least another week while the investigation continues.
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A fourth detained man, party-boat DJ Steve Gregory Croes, 26, is scheduled to appear before a
judge today.

Graduates of Mountain Brook HS in Alabama who traveled with Natalee said they saw the
teenager leaving a bar with van der Sloot and the Kalpoe brothers.

The younger Van der Sloot admitted that he had danced with Holloway but said he dropped her
off at her hotel.

Meanwhile, relatives and friends say they think authorities have been dragging their feet.

They say that the biggest clues in Natalee’s disappearance have not been unearthed by officials,
but by desperate relatives who followed their own tips and hunches.

“She had been missing less than 24 hours and we had all three names and addresses, so it’s just
disappointing that they weren’t able to move faster,” said Jody Bearman, who organized the
Mountain Brook trip.

The men were not arrested until 10 days later.

With Post wire services
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This is the last known photo of missing Alabama teen Natalee Holloway, which shows the perky
high-school student (at far left in the picture) with three pals laughing on a beautiful beach just
hours before she disappeared on the island of Aruba.

Holloway’s mom, Beth Holloway Twitty, released the photo, taken with her daughter’s disposable
camera, as she continued efforts to find the 18-year-old, who vanished during a senior class trip
on May 30.

Twitty said yesterday in an interview with NBC that she believes that three of four men who have
been detained in the case know “what and who and when and why and how” Natalee
disappeared.

The three young men, who are believed to be among the last people who saw the teen, are
brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, and 17-year-old Joran van der Sloot, who is the son of a
justice official on Aruba.

(p. 19 in metro)
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The politically connected father of a teen accused in the mysterious disappearance of a young
woman in Aruba was arrested yesterday – as his son admitted for the first time he spent time
alone with the girl.

Paul van der Sloot, a highly regarded judicial official in the Dutch Caribbean island paradise, was
being detained in a cell near his son, Joran, and three others.

“My husband was just picked up by police. I don’t know what to think,” said a distraught Anita van
der Sloot.

She also revealed that Joran flip-flopped on the story he and his friends initially told cops.

Joran, 17, and pals Deepak Kalpoe, 21, and his brother Satish Kalpoe, 18, first told police they
dropped off 18-year-old Natalee Holloway at the Holiday Inn where she was staying.
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But Anita said her son has now said that tale was a lie and that he and Holloway were, in fact,
alone together on a darkened beach.

But he insists he left her there and that she was fine at the time.

“He says: ‘Mom, I dropped the girl at the beach. I walked with her. I left her there because she
wanted to stay there. I left and I don’t know what happened,'” said the mother, refusing to talk
about what may have occurred between the two.

Joran’s change of story has had cops searching along the beach in question, and detectives last
night planned to put the squeeze on the elder van der Sloot, who they believe knows what
happened to the pretty student.

“He’s a suspect. There is a reasonable suspicion that he knows something and is involved in the
disappearance,” Mariaine Croes of the Aruba Attorney General’s Office told CNN.

Holloway, of Mountain Brook, Ala., was celebrating her high-school graduation with friends when
she vanished without a trace on May 30 – sparking one of the largest manhunts in the island’s
history.

Joran, an honors student, and the Kalpoe brothers initially said they were all with Holloway the
night she disappeared, telling cops they drove her around.

The girl, who they said was drunk, at one point was in the back seat with Joran making out.

She has not been seen since that night – and helicopter searches and teams of cops have failed
to find any sign of her.
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One of the men in custody told cops earlier this month that “something bad happened” happened
to Holloway, although he wouldn’t give details.

A fourth man, disc jockey Steve Gregory Croes, 26, has also been detained in the case.

No one has been charged in the case as yet, but Aruba officials are under intense pressure from
Holloway’s family to solve the mystery, which has put a bad light on the bucolic vacation spot.

Authorities have searched van der Sloot’s home, seizing two cars and removing bagfuls of
evidence.

Under Dutch law, which Aruba follows as a Dutch protectorate, authorities can detain people for
up to 116 days without charging them.

Investigators refuse to say whether they believe Holloway is dead.

The vivacious honors student was on a five-day trip to Aruba with about 124 classmates to
celebrate their recent graduation.

Meanwhile, Holloway’s heartsick mom, Beth Holloway Twitty, continues to believe her daughter is
alive and vowed not to leave the island until she has proof to the contrary.

Earlier this week, she dramatically confronted Paul and Anita van der Sloot to talk to them about
their son, whom she described as having “the most arrogant … attitude of any 17-year-old I’ve
ever seen.”

The suspects in the case could eventually face murder and kidnapping charges. With Post Wire
Services

TIMELINE

May 29 – Natalee Holloway of Alabama attends beach concert in Aruba.

May 30 – She misses her flight home.

June 4 – Joran van der Sloot, Deepak Kalpoe, and Satish Kalpoe emerge as suspects.

June 5 – Two security guards at Natalee’s hotel are busted.

Saturday – Cops quiz Joran’s dad, Paul

Yesterday – Paul van der Sloot arrested.
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The father of one of the Aruba suspects in the disappearance of an Alabama teenager is being
held on suspicion of involvement in “premeditated murder,” it was reported yesterday.

Paul van der Sloot, a 53- year- old judge on the Caribbean island, was arrested Thursday as the
investigation into Natalee Holloway’s fate widened.

A spokesman for prosecutors initially said van der Sloot, who had been interviewed last week,
was taken into custody because there was “reasonable suspicion that he knows something and is
involved in the disappearance of Ms. Holloway.”

Yesterday, Fox News Channel reported that a government spokesman confirmed that the judge
was being held on suspicion of complicity to premeditated murder, complicity to kidnapping and
murder and kidnapping.

Ten days after Holloway vanished during a high- school graduation vacation, the judge’s son
Joran, 17, and two of his friends, brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, were arrested in the case.
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Police said Joran had met Holloway at one of the Dutch island’s casinos on May 28 and they
became friends.

Two days later, she vanished. Investigators have provided few details about what happened to
her.

But the Kalpoes’ mother said her sons Deepak, 21, and Satish, 18, said they picked up Holloway
and Joran in a car that night.

The Kalpoes didn’t know Holloway, who was described as walking unsteadily after drinking, said
the mother, Nadira Ramirez.

She said her sons agreed with Joran to tell cops that Joran and Holloway were kissing in the back
seat and that they later dropped Holloway off at her hotel at around 2 a.m.

But on Thursday, Joran’s mother, Anita, told The Associated Press that he had changed his
account and now says he was alone on a beach with Holloway – where he left her.

“I dropped the girl at the beach. I walked with her. I left, and I don’t know what happened,” she
quoted him as saying.

Joran still insists he did not harm Holloway – and said he had changed his story because he had
sneaked out of the family home that night, according to his mother.

Anita van der Sloot said Thursday that the arrest of her husband was ridiculous.

The youths were questioned shortly after the disappearance, released and arrested more than a
week later.
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Another man, party- boat disc jockey Steve Croes, was also held on the same suspicion of
murder and kidnapping as the youths.

None of the five people being detained has officially been charged with a crime. With Post Wire
Services
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Three young men held in the disappearance of 18-year-old Natalee Holloway in Aruba may be hit
with murder charges as soon as Monday, the island’s chief government spokesman said
yesterday.

He was trying to clear up an earlier statement by Attorney General Karin Janssen in which she
said the three had been charged with murder since the time of their arrest.

“This is a question of semantics,” said Ruben Trapenberg, a spokesman for the prime minister.
“It’s been a problem since Day One. The charging is a formal process that happens later on. It
could happen as soon as Monday.”

The attorney general had earlier told an AP reporter, “The three have been charged with the
murder of Natalee Holloway from the beginning. At the time, we didn’t want to upset the family [by]
talking about murder while they searched.”

Joran van der Sloot, 17, and Surinamese brothers Deepak Kalpoe, 21 and Satish Kalpoe, 18,
have been held by Aruban police in the May 30 disappearance of Holloway.
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There is physical evidence suggesting the Alabama teen is dead, the authorities said.

The Kalpoe brothers and van der Sloot were the last ones to be seen with Holloway the night she
disappeared. Police questioned the three that same day but did not detain them until June 9. Van
der Sloot’s father, Paul, a judge, was detained and released.

With Post Wire Services
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Two brothers held as suspects in the disappearance on Aruba of a vacationing Alabama teen
were set free yesterday by a judge who ordered a third suspect kept in custody for another 60
days.

That means investigators can continue grilling Joran van der Sloot, 17, the son of an Aruban
justice official, in connection with the disappearance of Natalee Holloway, 18, who vanished
during a high school graduation vacation on the Caribbean island.

Under the Dutch law that governs Aruba, a protectorate of the Netherlands, detainees can be held
116 days before being charged – but prosecutors periodically must ask a court to renew the
detention.

The judge yesterday found there was not enough evidence to justify continuing to hold
Surinamese brothers Deepak Kalpoe, 21, and Satish Kalpoe, 18, both of whom had been
detained, like van der Sloot, since June 9.

None of the three has been charged and all maintain their innocence.
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The Kalpoes told police the last time they saw Holloway was when they dropped off her and van
der Sloot near the Marriott Hotel early on May 30.

Van der Sloot’s mother, Anita, has said her son told her he was alone with Holloway on a beach,
but that he did not harm her.

A lawyer on Aruba, Arlene Ellis-Schipper, said the judge’s decision means cops no longer have
enough evidence against the brothers to keep them in custody, but that “doesn’t mean they are
ruled out as suspects,” CNN reported her as saying.

Van der Sloot’s lawyer, Antonio Carlo yesterday declined to say if investigators had presented any
new evidence against his client, but said a judge approved a motion to let lawyers be present
whenever van der Sloot is questioned.

Holloway’s mother, Beth Holloway Twitty, who has been on Aruba keeping pressure on authorities
in the search for her daughter, was at the courthouse with other relatives, but did not attend the
closed hearing.

With Post Wire Services
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NATALEE HOLLOWAY’S best friends watched helplessly as she climbed into a car with three
men she barely knew after a night of partying on the island paradise of Aruba.

And they never saw her again.

Haunted by that thought and praying daily for her best friend, Ruth McVay, 18, spoke to The Post
of the thrilling but finally shocking vacation during which Holloway disappeared, never to be seen
of heard from again.

McVay and Holloway shared a bed in the hotel where they and 122 of their high-school buddies
and seven chaperones went on vacation after graduation. They stayed up at night talking about
their futures and their dreams.

On their last night, McVay turned in early while Holloway stayed out dancing with the men who
would soon become suspects in her disappearance.
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She woke up and realized Holloway was missing.

Other friends told her the story of how her friend got in the car with the strangers.

“They said no, they tried to stop her,” McVay said of the friends who watched as Holloway drove
away with three guys the girls had met the day before.

It was so unlike Holloway – a straight-A student who graduated near the top of her class and a
full-scholarship winner who dreamed of becoming a doctor – to go off with virtual strangers,
McVay said.

Sure, the vivacious blonde had an infectious smile and outgoing personality.

“You’re attracted to her. You want to be friends with her,” said McVay.

But she had smarts and maturity. She knew better, McVay said.

“Natalee would never take off with people we didn’t know,” McVay said. “She was my most
responsible friend ever.”

Now all McVay and friends can wonder is why – on Holloway’s last night in Aruba, on the trip of a
lifetime, surrounded by friends who loved and admired her – why this smart, savvy youngster
would go by herself with three near-strangers.

And why her friends could do nothing to protect her.

That moment on May 30 was the last Holloway’s friends saw of her – and the start of a compelling
drama that has haunted friends and family and stymied police.
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“The million-dollar question is why she got in the car,” McVay told The Post from her Mountain
Brook, Ala., home. “It’s the biggest mystery ever.”

EACH day since then, McVay and Holloway’s other high- school friends – refusing to believe the
worst – have racked their brains for something, anything, they could have done to stop her that
night.

There is only what came before: days filled with friends and sun and beach, and nights of music
and casinos – and a charming stranger.

“We would stay up talking, we talked about college. She was going to the University of Alabama
on a full scholarship,” McVay told The Post. “She wanted to be a doctor, and we talked about that.
She was going to visit me at my college.”

On one of their nights out, Holloway met Joran van der Sloot, a tall, smooth-talking gambler son of
a prominent local judge-in-waiting and the last person to see Holloway alive.

“Nat met him in the hotel casino called Excelsior,” McVay said. “She talked to him for a matter of
five minutes when we were playing blackjack.”

McVay, who was interrogated by the FBI, said the group of girls with Holloway told van der Sloot
they would be at Carlos ‘N Charlie’s the following night.

“I found it weird because he mentioned earlier that no one went out on Sunday nights, that it was
a bad night,” McVay recalled.

“And then he showed up at the place,” she said.

Before those last hours at the hot spot – the last night of the teens’ vacation on the Dutch
Caribbean Island – Holloway went to a Boyz II Men and Lauryn Hill concert on Surfside Beach,
McVay said. Then she headed for Carlos ‘N Charlie’s; van der Sloot showed up around midnight.

McVay said she left soon after.

“I was tired,” she said.

But van der Sloot and Holloway were seen dancing and drinking until the bar closed about 1:30
a.m. May 30.

Then Holloway did something that shocked her friends: She jumped into a car with van der Sloot
and Surinamese brothers, Satish Kalpoe, 18, and Deepak Kalpoe, 21.

It just didn’t make sense, McVay said. “I know that Natalee is responsible enough to leave on her
own,” McVay said.
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Later that morning, when McVay woke up, Holloway wasn’t next to her like she’d been every other
night during their stay at the Holiday Inn.

“We thought she slept in another room so as not to wake us up,” she said. “We thought she was
being polite.” With Holloway’s packed bags and passport untouched and departure time looming,
McVay and the group began to panic.

“We started walking down the halls knocking on all the doors,” she said. “We told the chaperone,
‘There’s a problem, she’s not here.’

“As we were boarding, we called [Holloway’s mother] Beth,” she said. “We were freaking out on
the plane ride, trying to figure out anything that could have happened.”

As the teens’ plane took off from the island whose slogan is “Where happiness lives,” a frantic
Beth Holloway Twitty in Alabama was booking a flight to a destination where a nightmare was
unfolding.

“Her mom is going insane, but she’s the strongest person I know,” McVay said.

Stubbornly refusing to give up hope or the search for her daughter, Holloway Twitty has lived in
the same hotel where her daughter stayed since the disappearance.

“While I have not seen my beautiful daughter in many days, I will continue to search for her until I
find her,” she said last week. “I want her back. I want the truth.”

McVay refuses to cave in to despair.

“It’s the worst thing in the world, but I have as much optimism as I did from Day One,” she said.
“We’re like family. I can’t wait until she comes home.”

THE protracted search for the smiling blonde is now the largest in Aruba’s history.

Investigators are focusing on the jailed 17-year-old van der Sloot, who maintains his innocence.

“[He has] the most arrogant . . . attitude of any 17-year-old I’ve ever seen,” said Holloway Twitty,
42. “All of those boys know what happened to her. They all know what they did with her that
night.”

Still, the case against van der Sloot appears to have stalled.

Seven people have been arrested and detained since Holloway’s disappearance; van der Sloot is
the only one still in jail.

No one has been charged.
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Van der Sloot and the Kalpoe brothers were first taken in for questioning the day after Holloway
disappeared. The three boys told police they took Holloway to a beach at the northwestern tip of
Aruba before dropping her off at her hotel at about 2 a.m.

No security cameras recorded the event, however.

On June 5, two former hotel security guards, Mickey John, 30, and Abraham Jones, 28, were
detained in her disappearance.

The pair was released six days later. But there was a break in the case.

On June 9, with all evidence pointing at them, police picked up van der Sloot and the two brothers
on suspicion of murder and kidnapping. The lawyer for John said while he was in jail, one of the
brothers allegedly told him a drunken Holloway was dropped off with van der Sloot 10 blocks
away from her hotel.

On June 23, high-ranking justice official and van der Sloot’s father, Paul van der Sloot, 52, was
arrested for suspicion of conspiracy to murder – but he was released along with the Kalpoe
brothers four days later.

“A little bit of the nightmare clouds are now disappearing,” wife Anita van der Sloot told The
Associated Press. “The truth will always come forward. From the beginning, I trusted everything
would be fine.”

She said her son told her he was on a beach with Holloway and left her there unharmed in the
early hours of the day she vanished.

IN one of the most sensational of the theories, a source told the National Enquirer that van der
Sloot confessed to his father that he dumped Holloway’s body in shark-infested waters but didn’t
kill the bright blonde.

He allegedly said Holloway hit her head and drowned in a stupor – brought on by the drug ecstasy
– on an Aruban beach. The source told the tabloid the couple went swimming together after
meeting at the club and taking drugs together.

“Natalee fell, hit her head on a rock and drowned,” the Enquirer quotes its source saying. “In a
drug- and alcohol-induced panic, Joran felt he had no other choice but to dispose of Natalee’s
body in the sea.”

Frustrated and desperate, Holloway Twitty said she has visited the prime suspect’s home twice
before he was thrown in jail.

She said she first went there June 1, soon after arriving on Aruba, and spoke with the boy and his
father.
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“I want my daughter,” she told the boy. “I want her. I want her back.” She said his response was
condescending, arrogant and dismissive.

“He kept hitting his chest and saying, ‘What do you want me to do?’ ” (p. 8 Metro)
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Investigators searching for an Alabama teen missing in Aruba reportedly found four strands of
blond hair stuck to duct tape washed up on a beach near where a Texas-based search team had
been looking for her.

The possible new evidence in the mysterious disappearance of Natalee Holloway – who had been
celebrating her high-school graduation with classmates on the Dutch island – was sent to the
Netherlands to be DNA-tested last night, and results should come back as early as tomorrow, Fox
News Channel said.

Divers found the tape washed up on the beach following a tip, according to the report.

Volunteers from the Texas EquuSearch team had spent weeks trying to find the 18-year-old, who
vanished on May 30.

They returned to Texas yesterday, saying their effort had proved fruitless.
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It was not immediately clear if it had been the Texas divers who found the tape, or if it was on the
same beach where a Dutch teenager admitted he went with Holloway the morning she
disappeared.

Cops on Saturday took the jailed teenager, Joran van der Sloot, 17, to retrace his steps at the
beach.

Police Chief Jan Van der Straaten declined to provide further details, saying only that it was “part
of the investigation.”

Van der Sloot’s mother, Anita, has said her son told her he was alone with Holloway on the beach
but did not harm her.
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The hunt for missing vacationer Natalee Holloway has led Aruban officials to drain a lake on the
Caribbean island near where the teen was last seen two months ago.

The lake is across from a Marriott Hotel where the 18-year-old was supposedly dropped off on the
night she vanished.

Edwin Comemencia, a police spokesman, would say little about the operation, but he confirmed
that the draining was part of the probe into her disappearance.

The lake is also close to a spot where a jailed Dutch youth has said he was with Holloway on the
night she disappeared.

Earlier yesterday, Holloway’s stepfather, George Twitty, said two new witnesses had come forward
with information.
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One witness told investigators that he saw top suspect Joran van der Sloot, 17, driving to a
nightclub across the road from the Marriott at around 2:30 a.m. the night Holloway disappeared,
Twitty said.

The witness said van der Sloot drove to the Racquet Club with two Surinamese brothers, Satish
and Deepak Kalpoe, Twitty said. The Kalpoe brothers were detained as suspects and later
released.

The stepfather said the account places the three men near the hotel beach where van der Sloot,
who is being held in the disappearance, says he left Holloway alone the last night she was seen in
public.

“What’s interesting is the time – 2:30 a.m. – when the three were supposedly on their way home,”
said Twitty, referring to their previous accounts to investigators.

The witness, a gardener whose name was not disclosed, gave his account to investigators on
Friday, Twitty said.

The Kalpoe brothers first told police that they and van der Sloot dropped Holloway at her hotel
around 2 a.m. the morning of May 30.

Later, they said they had lied to protect their friend and that they had dropped the Dutch youth and
American teen at a beach near the hotel.

A second new witness told a private investigator hired by Holloway’s family that she saw van der
Sloot and the Kalpoe brothers drive into the Racket Club three times that same night. With Post
Wire Services
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Two brothers who were detained and released in Aruba in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway
were re-arrested yesterday on suspicion of having abducted, raped and killed the Alabama honor
student.

Satish Kalpoe, 18, and his brother Deepak, 21, were picked up after “new facts and
circumstances” were uncovered in the May 30 disappearance of the American teen, the
prosecutor’s office on the Dutch Caribbean island said.

A third man was taken into custody with the Kalpoes, but officials did not release any information
about him.

Fox News identified him only as “Freddy” or “F.A.” and said he was a friend of 18-year-old Joran
van der Sloot, who has been detained as a suspect in the case since June 9.

The new arrests came just two days after the 18-year-old Holloway had been scheduled to begin
her freshman year at the University of Alabama.
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Her family welcomed the action – which was taken almost three months after Holloway vanished.

“We’ve known all along they had something to do with Natalee’s disappearance,” said Robin
Holloway, Natalee’s stepmother, from her home in Meridian, Miss.

The prosecutor’s office said the Kalpoes, who are Surinamese, are suspected of acting with
others in the teenager’s rape and murder.

It also disclosed that they are suspected of other offenses, but it refused to detail them or
comment on them.

The brothers, who were originally arrested with van der Sloot, had been released in July after a
judge ruled there was not enough evidence to hold them.

To arrest them again, “there had to be new facts and circumstances,” the prosecutor noted,
adding, “That is the case.”

A lawyer for Satish Kalpoe said officials had not revealed why the brothers were re-arrested.

“They haven’t shown us any evidence,” said Elgin Zeppenveldt.

Holloway, from the Birmingham suburb of Mountain Brook, was last seen leaving a nightclub with
van der Sloot and the Kalpoes in the early hours of May 30 – the last day of her high school
graduation trip to Aruba with 100 classmates and chaperones.

The Kapoes claim they dropped her and van der Sloot off at a beach.
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Van der Sloot has admitted he was alone with her that night, but he’s insisted that he left her
unharmed on a beach.

Extensive searches of the island by Aruban and Dutch police, along with thousands of volunteers,
failed to turned up any sign of the American teenager.

In addition to van der Sloot and the two brothers, four others were arrested early in the
investigation. All four were released.

No charges have been filed in the case.

The Holloways, frustrated with the lack of progress in the investigation, offered a $1 million reward
last month for information leading to the teen’s safe return.

The reward also promised $100,000 for information about her whereabouts – in any condition.

Post Wire Services

TIMELINE

* May 30: Natalee Holloway vanishes on last day of high school graduation trip.

* June 9: Joran van der Sloot and brothers Satish and Deepak Kalpoe, seen leaving nightclub
with Holloway on night she disappeared, arrested as suspects.

* July 4: Kalpoes released after judge rules there is insufficient evidence to continue holding them.

* Aug. 26: Kalpoes re-arrested based on “new facts and circumstances.”

WEIRD BUT TRUEREAD NEXT

SPONSORED STORIES

26/07/2024 11:42 ARUBA BROTHERS BACK IN SLAMMER ; NEW EVIDENCE VS. NATALEE ‘PALS’ SPURS LATEST ARRESTS

https://nypost.com/2005/08/27/aruba-brothers-back-in-slammer-new-evidence-vs-natalee-pals-spurs-latest-arrests/ 3/7



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

THE disgusted mom of missing teen Natalee Holloway told me yesterday that all three suspects in
the Aruba disappearance of her daughter have admitted to having sex with her.

The suspects, Joran van der Sloot, 17, Deepak Kalpoe, 21, and Satish Kalpoe, 18, have been
targeted by probers after Natalee, 18, disappeared on the island May 30.

“Joran says in his [police] statement – which was read to me in an English translation from a
Dutch police report – that he had sex with my daughter, and actually gives the precise time as
1:40 a.m. on May 30,” Mrs. Twitty said.

“Deepak has said on tape that he and his brother also had sex with her.

“Joran says that Natalee kept on falling asleep and waking up, falling asleep and waking up.
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“That, to me, is gang rape.”

Mrs. Twitty talked to me after she had just viewed a television interview of Joran van der Sloot
from his new digs in Holland, where he fled to attend school. In the interview, which airs on “A
Current Affair” on Channel 5 tonight at 6:30, van der Sloot makes a bizarre charge against Mrs.
Twitty.

“What I don’t respect is her going on television and boycotting Aruba,” van der Sloot said.

“[It] makes me feel bad that so many people have to suffer now because of one missing person.

“I don’t feel like talking to her [Mrs. Twitty] at all, because look at what she is doing to a beautiful
island with 100,000 people that rely on tourism, and she’s boycotting an island.”

Mrs. Twitty responded yesterday, “I have never used the word ‘boycott’ in reference to Aruba
before in my life. I have no quarrel with the Aruban people, but with the authorities, that’s
something else. A total bungling mess.

“With this young man, everything is our fault.”

Van der Sloot gave his interview to reporter Gerry Wagschal in the Dutch town of Arnhem, after
being released from the Aruban prison where he was kept three months.

Van der Sloot said he feels bad for Natalee’s parents, but at times he almost suggested that it was
Natalee’s fault she went missing.

He claims the night of heavy drinking started when “she grabbed my hand and took me with her
and asked me if I wanted to take Jell-O shots off her.”
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He said Natalee later voluntarily got into the car with the three youths, and she wanted to go to the
lighthouse to see if they could sight any sharks swimming close to the shore off Aruba.

They sat on the beach, he said, adding that she didn’t want to come back to the hotel.

“I had school the next day. I told her I had to leave and she did not want to listen, so basically I
thought, OK then if you want to stay here, then you stay here, and that is the truth.”
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The top cop probing the disappearance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba says endless meddling and
threats by her mom and stepdad are to blame for the fact that the case remains unsolved.

Beth and Jug Twitty, “act like they came from a world where you can just crush people. It was very
harmful to our investigation,” Deputy Police Chief Gerold Dompig tells Vanity Fair in the January
issue.

“They didn’t understand the way things are done in our system.”

Dompig believes Natalee’s mother is aware of another possible suspect in the case but
mysteriously is refusing to provide details about him.

Dompig says pressure from the family sidetracked the probe from the outset, forcing premature
arrests and not allowing Aruban authorities enough time to gather evidence.
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Natalee was one of 124 students from Alabama’s Mountain Brook HS who jetted to Aruba on a
senior-class trip in late May.

But after a night of wild boozing, she ran off with three local youths, never to be seen again.

Three suspects, Joran van der Sloot and brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, were eventually
busted, but Dompig says that didn’t appease the Twittys.

“Jug wanted us to come over and beat a confession out of these boys. We couldn’t do that. These
guys are hardheaded, especially Joran. We couldn’t get a confession,” says Dompig, adding that
Twitty may not be telling cops all she knows.

He says a local journalist and a worker at the Holiday Inn where Natalee was staying say Twitty
told them she had gotten a call from Natalee, who said she was in love with a tall, blue-eyed
Dutch teen.

“We need to know the truth,” says Dompig. “Joran did not have blue eyes, so who was this boy?”

Twitty has strenuously denied making any such statements or even having talked with Natalee.

Van der Sloot claimed to cops and others that Natalee performed oral sex on him in the back seat
of a car and that the two later walked on the beach. He says he then left and did not see her
again.

But Dompig still looks at van der Sloot as the chief suspect.

“He’s the boss in the family. He is allowed to do anything. . . . If a person like that is in a position
where a person says no, well, that person may change completely. Maybe he blew a fuse when
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she wouldn’t have sex with him and something happened,” Dompig says.

He adds that Natalee and her classmates were anything but angels, going “far, very far, in terms
of having a good time,” with Natalee drinking all day, every day.

But Beth Twitty isn’t buying any of it and tells Vanity Fair she’ll keep hammering Aruba until the
case is solved.

“I’m . . . on a secret mission,” she says. “I’m putting together another strike against Aruba . . .
Those people down there, they’ll never know what hit them. They should never have messed with
me.”

bill.hoffmann@nypost.com
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The heartbreaking saga of the Alabama teen who disappeared on a school trip to Aruba last
spring reached New York yesterday when Natalee Holloway’s family filed suit in Manhattan
Supreme Court against one of the last people known to have seen the blond beauty, accusing him
of attacking her.

Beth Twitty and Dave Holloway charge in court papers that Joran van der Sloot imprisoned and
sexually assaulted their daughter before she vanished on May 30, 2005.

Van der Sloot “detained . . . Natalee Holloway . . . through force and/or the threat of force,” says
the suit, which seeks unspecified money damages.

“Kept against her will, Natalee was sexually assaulted, was fondled and was touched without her
consent by Joran and his accomplices over and over again,” the suit adds.

It also names van der Sloot’s dad, Paulus, charging that he, a judge, knew his son to be a sexual
predator yet did not stop him.
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“Joran’s parents turned a blind eye to their son’s violent and antisocial lifestyle,” says the suit, filed
here because the van der Sloots were served with legal papers while visiting the city yesterday,
according to Holloway family lawyer Scott Balber.

The younger van der Sloot admits going out with Natalee, 18, on the fateful night but denies all
wrongdoing. The suit says he and two pals met her at a club, got her drunk and “induced her to
leave with them.”
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

New technology and old-fashioned detective work enabled Natalee Holloway’s family to slap the
main suspect in her Aruba disappearance with legal papers in New York.

Her parents had been hoping to take action against Joran van der Sloot ever since their daughter
vanished during a school trip to Aruba last year, because he was one of the last people to have
seen the Alabama teen.

They got their break last week, when rumors hit the Internet that van der Sloot, 18, and his father,
Paulus, were coming to New York to do a TV interview, said a family lawyer, Scott Balber.

“We’d been monitoring the blogs, Web sites and Internet chatter, and it all reached a crescendo
Wednesday,” he said.

New York law allows one party to serve another with a lawsuit, even if none of them lives here –
giving Natalee’s parents an opportunity to force the teen to answer questions under oath and to
pay, at least financially, for his alleged involvement in their daughter’s disappearance.
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Balber drew up a complaint against Joran and his father, who, they charge, enabled the wild child
to act on his violent tendencies.

Balber and lawyer John Q. Kelly then hired private investigators to find the van der Sloots.

They found that Paulus was already in town, staying at the Lucerne Hotel, and his son was flying
in Thursday afternoon.

They filed the civil suit, which charges Joran van der Sloot with sexually assaulting 18-year-old
Natalee, on Thursday morning.

They had a process server slap Paulus with the papers when he showed up in the hotel lobby at
around 1 p.m.

The timing was worked out so Paulus couldn’t warn his son, who was in the air – unaware that a
passenger sitting in front of him was an investigator waiting to serve him.

As the plane landed at Kennedy Airport, the lawyers sent a message to the investigator on his
BlackBerry that the suit had been filed.

“He served Joran in the aisle of the plane as he was getting ready to get off,” Kelly said.

MIKE'S PLANS DOOM DOWNTOWN: HONCHOREAD NEXT

26/07/2024 11:42 ‘NET TRAPS ARUBA TEEN

https://nypost.com/2006/02/22/net-traps-aruba-teen/ 2/6
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The prime suspect in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway admits he was a beachfront lothario
who methodically picked up young tourists for sex on the resort island of Aruba, but insists he
never bedded the Alabama schoolgirl – let alone killed her.

“My intention was to take her to [my] house to have sex with her,” Joran van der Sloot tells
tonight’s “Primetime” on WABC/Channel 7.

“I asked her if she wanted to have sex, and she was fine with it. I didn’t have a condom with me,
though, in my wallet, and I won’t have sex with a girl without a condom.”

Van der Sloot, possibly the last person to see the 18-year-old blonde alive last May 30, when she
was on a class trip to the Caribbean island, has never been charged in the perplexing case. He
and two pals who were initially taken into custody were later released.

Last week, Beth Twitty and Dave Holloway charged in court papers that van der Sloot imprisoned
and sexually assaulted their daughter before she vanished. But the young suspect says Natalee’s
mom and dad have it all wrong.
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“I’ve been portrayed unfairly,” van der Sloot said.
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This is the last known photograph of missing high-school student Natalee Holloway.

The snapshot shows the Alabama beauty, who cops fear was murdered, on the dance floor at
Aruban hot-spot Carlos ‘n’ Charlie’s.

It’s the place her friends last saw her on the night of her disappearance – May 30, 2005, during a
senior-class trip.

FBI agents found the picture of the 18-year-old – wearing a miniskirt and a skimpy, colorful top
while dancing on a crowded stage – in the camera of a classmate.

The photo will be featured Saturday on CBS’s “48 Hours Mystery.” The tanned blonde is smiling
up at an unidentified, off-camera dance partner whose arm is draped around her waist.
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Six other revelers, some embracing, crowd the stage, beer bottles in hand, as more vacationers
look on from below.

It was initially unclear if the pictured partygoers are Natalee’s Mountain Brook HS classmates.

A Carlos ‘n’ Charlie’s manager declined comment last night.

Meanwhile, a new witness has given cops “a specific burial location” for Holloway’s body, Aruba’s
deputy police chief, Gerold Dompig, told “48 Hours Mystery” for Saturday’s broadcast.

Cops now plan to search sand dunes near a lighthouse at the northern tip of the Caribbean
getaway spot, using ground radar and cadaver-sniffing dogs.

“The information that this person gave was too specific to just be a story that was just made up by
someone,” Dompig told CBS.

Cops theorize Holloway’s body was buried somewhere on the island, then possibly exhumed and
carefully reburied to avoid detection.

The male witness was not identified.

Cops presume Holloway was murdered and possibly raped, but the search for her body has been
fruitless and the three prime suspects in the case, Joran van der Sloot, 19, and brothers Deepak,
22, and Satish Kalpoe, 19, have not been charged.
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The top cop investigating Alabama beauty Natalee Holloway’s disappearance during a senior
class trip in Aruba claims the teen was not murdered but likely died from a lethal cocktail of booze
and drugs.

Deputy Police Chief Gerold Dompig says he has witnesses who saw the tanned, blond 18-year-
old drinking “excessively” during a night of partying. He also claimed she had drugs in her
possession when she was last seen on May 30, 2005.

Until now, cops have presumed Holloway was murdered and possibly raped. Her body has not
been found.

Three prime suspects in the case, Joran van der Sloot, 19, and brothers Deepak, 22, and Satish
Kalpoe, 19, have not been charged.

“We feel strongly that she probably went into shock or something happened to her system with all
the alcohol -maybe on top of that, other drugs, which she either took or they gave her – or that
she just collapsed,” Dompig tells CBS’s “48 Hours Mystery” tomorrow.
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Dompig declined to name the illegal drug, or say if she purchased or even consumed them.

Dompig said a cover-up may have been perpetrated after the death.
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The mother of the teenage girl who vanished on a school trip in Aruba wants her civil suit heard in
New York because she’s “terrified” of going back to the island paradise – after receiving a threat
that she would be “chopped up” and fed to the fish.

In papers filed in Manhattan Supreme Court, Beth Twitty said she’s been subjected to a number of
death threats during her search to find out what happened to Natalee Holloway, who disappeared
on a school trip to Aruba last May.

“Among those threats was a warning that, if I returned to Aruba, I would be ‘chopped up and put
into a fish trap,’ ” Twitty said in affidavit.

Twitty and her ex-husband, Dave Holloway, filed suit against Joran van der Sloot and his father,
Paulus, earlier this year.

The out-of-state residents were able to file suit in New York because the father and son were
served with legal papers during a trip to Manhattan.
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Joran, who now lives in the Netherlands, was one of the last people known to have seen Natalee,
and the suit charges that he sexually assaulted and imprisoned her. It also points a finger at the
elder van der Sloot, who still lives in Aruba, alleging that he knew his son was a sexual predator
and did nothing to stop him. The van der Sloots denied the allegations, and argued that
Holloway’s case should be heard in Aruba because it would be “unduly burdensome” and
expensive for them to come to New York for a trial.

Holloway lawyer Scott Balber countered that his clients can’t get a fair trial in Aruba.

For Twitty, Holloway and several key witnesses “who have been subjected to intimidation, hostility
and death threats, Aruba represents a corrosive and poisonous environment,” Balber says in court
filings.

“While the Aruban community was initially supportive” of the parents’ search for their daughter,
“economic realities caused the sentiment in Aruba to shift substantially” because the bad press
has hurt tourism there, Balber said. “Beginning in the fall of 2005, the people of Aruba began to
display overt animosity toward Ms. Twitty, and she was followed and stalked by men unknown to
her,” the filing says.

It also says several of Natalee’s old classmates and a woman who says she was sexually
assaulted by Joran would refuse to testify in Aruba because of safety concerns.

The van der Sloots’ lawyer, Joe Tacopina, was traveling and could not be reached.

(p. 13 in metro)
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A Dutch teen who patrols the beaches of Aruba to keep them safe for tourists has emerged as a
new suspect in the baffling disappearance of high-school beauty Natalee Holloway.

Aruban cops have arrested Geoffrey van Cromvoirt, 19, who’s father is the security expert in
charge of video surveillance at the Holiday Inn where the 18-year-old Alabama student was
staying the night she vanished, sources told The Post.

The younger van Cromvoirt works as a member of the island’s High Visibility Team, which keeps
an eye on the island’s powder-white beaches 24 hours a day in a bid to thwart crime against
tourists.

He was busted after authorities took into evidence a white T-shirt with the beach-patrol team’s
name on it from his dad’s security group, the sources said.

Officials refused to reveal what role van Cromvoirt might have played in Holloway’s
disappearance last May, what evidence they have against him or whether he has any connection
to Joran van der Sloot, a Dutch national who has been considered a prime suspect in the case.
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Refugeesunleashed.net, a Web site following the case, says van Cromvoirt has a sister who is an
Aruban cop.

The site added that he is a pal of Steve Croes, the boat captain who last year attempted to
provide an alibi for van der Sloot.

Van Cromvoirt’s arrest, announced late Saturday, is the first in the puzzling case since cops
arrested van der Sloot and his pals, Surinamese brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, who
admitted they were with the coed May 30, the night she disappeared without trace.

CITY SOCKS AWAY $1B AMID WTC WORKERS' AID BATTLEREAD NEXT

SPONSORED STORIES

26/07/2024 11:40 BEACH PATROLLER BUSTED IN NATALEE CASE

https://nypost.com/2006/04/17/beach-patroller-busted-in-natalee-case/ 2/6



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

A Dutch teen who patrols the beaches of Aruba to keep them safe for tourists has emerged as a
new suspect in the baffling disappearance of high-school beauty Natalee Holloway.

Cops have arrested Geoffrey van Cromvoirt, 19, who’s father is the security expert in charge of
video surveillance at the Holiday Inn where the 18-yearold Alabama student was staying the night
she vanished, sources told The Post.

The younger van Cromvoirt works as a member of the island’s High Visibility Team, which keeps
an eye on the island’s powder-white beaches 24 hours a day in a bid to thwart crime against
tourists.

He was busted after authorities took into evidence a white T-shirt with the beach-patrol team’s
name on it from the security group run by his dad, the sources said.

Officials refused to reveal what role van Cromvoirt may have played in Holloway’s disappearance,
what evidence they have against him or whether he has any connection with Joran van der Sloot,
a Dutch national who has been considered a prime suspect in the case.
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Refugeesunleashed.net, a Web site following the case, says van Cromvoirt has a sister who is an
Aruban cop. The site added that van Cromvoirt is a pal of Steve Croes, the boat captain who last
year attempted to provide an alibi for van der Sloot.

Van Cromvoirt’s arrest, announced over the weekend, is the first in the puzzling case since cops
arrested van der

Sloot and his pals, Surinamese brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, who admitted they were with
the coed May 30, the night she disappeared without trace. All three have denied any wrongdoing.

Van der Sloot, who said he left Holloway on a beach near her hotel after they had a passionate
make-out session, was released by cops last year for lack of evidence.

Holloway, an honors student from Mountain Creek, Ala., was on the last night of a graduation trip
with her senior class to the Dutch Caribbean paradise when she vanished. She is presumed
dead, although her body has ever been found.

Van der Sloot’s lawyer, Joe Tacopina, told The Post last night that his client doesn’t know
Cromvoirt, adding: “There’s not one shred of evidence against van der Sloot in the Natalee
Holloway murder. It’s time they started looking elsewhere.”

Holloway’s dad, Dave Holloway, told CNN that it’s the first time he’s ever heard of the new
suspect, but added that he remains convinced that the other three teens are somehow involved in
his daughter’s disappearance.

“I still think that these three original suspects still know more than what they told us,” he said.
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In recent weeks, Aruban police have searched sand dunes on the northern coast of the island,
and over the past 11 months, Dutch Marines, the FBI and hundreds of volunteers have hunted for
clues.

(p. 19 in sports extra)
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The Dutch teenager who’s been detained in Aruba in the puzzling year-old Natalee Holloway case
was seen with the Alabama honors student on the night she disappeared, her friends have told
authorities.

Her pals also told officials that Geoffrey van Cromvoirt, the 19-year-old arrested Saturday, spent
time with Holloway earlier during her senior class graduation trip to the Caribbean island,
according to a source close to the investigation.

Aruban authorities are saying little about van Cromvoirt – in fact they haven’t even released his
name, only his initials.

Until now, their investigation has focussed on Joran van der Sloot, a Dutch national who claims he
left Holloway on a beach near the Holiday Inn after a make-out session.

Van der Sloot was arrested with two pals, Surinamese brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, who
admitted they were with the 18-year-old Alabama teen last May 30, the night she vanished without
a trace. But a judge released all three for lack of evidence.
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“This may be a watershed moment in this case. I don’t think they’re casually questioning [van
Cromvoirt],” said van de Sloot’s attorney, Joseph Tacopina.

According to what Holloway’s friends have told authorities, the blond-haired, blue-eyed van
Cromvoirt was seen with their classmate after she left van der Sloot – the pals say they saw them
in the Holiday Inn casino together. But when the casino’s video surveillance tapes were turned
over to police, investigators could find no sign of Holloway and van Cromvoirt, the source noted.

Van Cromvoirt’s father is the security expert in charge of video surveillance at the hotel.

Aruban authorities are also scrutinizing a surveillance tape taken earlier on May 30 that shows
Holloway arguing with a light-haired young man in a jewelry store in the Wyndham Hotel,
according to the source.

They’re trying to determine if the young man is van Cromvoirt.

A source said police records indicate that “Natalee told her mom and others she was in love with a
blond-haired, blue-eyed Dutch kid.”

Holloway’s mother assumed the youth was van der Sloot – even though he has darker hair.

Van Cromvoirt was arrested after police took a white T-shirt into evidence, sources said.

The shirt is imprinted with the name of a beach patrol team van Cromvoirt belongs to and his
father runs.

“The T-shirt has forensic evidence on it,” said a Post source.
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Van der Sloot’s father claims his son never met van Cromvoirt.

“Joran did not know him at all,” said Paulus van der Sloot, a former island justice official.

Ronny Wix, a lawyer who represents the Kalpoe brothers, said he doesn’t know if his clients know
van Cromvoirt, but he believes they will be cleared of any involvement in Holloway’s
disappearance and likely murder.
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The jailed teen suspect in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway was ordered held for an
additional eight days yesterday on suspicion of premeditated murder – as cops zeroed in on two
more men they believe may have helped him kill her and dispose of her body.

A judge approved a prosecutor’s request to keep Geoffrey van Cromvoirt, 19, behind bars until
next Wednesday as cops strengthen their case against him.

Van Cromvoirt “is suspected of criminal offenses that may be related to the disappearance of Miss
Holloway and of offenses related to dealing in illegal narcotics,” the prosecutor’s office said.

But sources told The Post the blond-haired, blue-eyed teen is being detained on five charges –
suspicion of premeditated murder, murder, possessing information relating to premeditated
murder, complicity in premeditated murder and distribution of narcotics.

Van Cromvoirt, who is Dutch, works for his father’s private security company, VCB Security, which
patrols the beaches outside Aruba’s hotels to protect tourists. He was part of the team keeping an
eye on the Holiday Inn where Natalee was staying the night she vanished.
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Two more members of that security team are expected to be arrested shortly, the sources said.

Natalee’s pals have told authorities they saw van Cromvoirt hanging out with her earlier in their
graduation trip.

Van Cromvoirt was picked up Saturday after police seized a white “VCB Security” T-shirt –
possibly belonging to the suspect. Sources said the T-shirt has “forensic evidence” on it – believed
to be specks of blood. Authorities in Aruba did not disclose what kind of drugs van Cromvoirt is
accused of pushing – and whether Natalee had used them.

The arrest of van Cromvoirt, whose sister is on the Aruba police force, and the impending bust of
more suspects takes the heat off Joran van der Sloot and brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe.
They were held in jail for several weeks last year.

That trio admitted leaving a bar with Natalee on the night of her disappearance, but van der Sloot
insisted he’d last seen her on a beach near her hotel – very much alive – after they’d fooled
around.

The cops’ suspicion about van der Sloot eased after his lawyer, Joseph Tacopina, launched an
aggressive investigation and uncovered new evidence, which he turned over to the media over
the past few weeks.

Holloway, 18, a senior from Mountain Brook, Ala., was on the final night of a five-day trip with her
class to the Dutch Caribbean paradise when she vanished on March 31, 2005. Numerous
searches of the island by Dutch marines, the FBI and hundreds of volunteers have turned up no
traces of the blond schoolgirl.
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Natalee’s mom, Beth Twitty, said she was “guardedly optimistic” that authorities may have finally
solved the case.

In another development, Aruba Police Chief Gerold Dompig is no longer in charge of the Holloway
investigation, sources said. It’s not clear who has taken over the probe. (p. 5 Metro)

kati.smith@nypost.com

Tragic timeline

MAY 25, 2005 Natalee Holloway (below),an 18-year-old Alabama schoolgirl,jets to Aruba with her
senior class.

MAY 30, 2005 She dances and boozes the night away at Carlos ‘n Charlie ‘s bar and leaves just
before 1 a.m.

MAY 31, 2005 She never shows up for her return flight and cops find her packed bags and
passport in her hotel room.

JUNE 4, 2005 Joran van der Sloot ,18,a judge ‘s son,and brothers Satish and Deepak Kalpoe ,18
and 21,emerge as suspects.

JULY 27, 2005 Cops drain a pond across from Holloway ‘s hotel as investigators await DNA tests.

APRIL 15, 2006 Cops arrest Geoffrey van Cromvoirt ,19,a beach-safety patroller seen with
Natalee on night of her

disappearance.

APRIL 18, 2006 Van Cromvoirt ordered held for eight days on suspicion of murder and distribution
of narcotics.

Two more arrests expected.
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A key suspect in Natalee Holloway’s disappearance is trying to block a lawsuit filed in New York
by her parents – by calling her mom a liar and refuting claims that he raped a female friend.

Joran van der Sloot’s lawyer, Joseph Tacopina, says in court papers that it’s absurd to try the civil
case in New York when the defendant is from Aruba and Holloway’s parents, Elizabeth Twitty and
Dave Holloway, are from Alabama and Mississippi.

The papers include an affidavit from one of Van der Sloot’s female friends, saying she believes
that she is the “Jane Doe” whom Holloway’s parents claim was drugged and raped by the 18-
year-old man.

“Joran never did anything to me that I felt was inappropriate, never touched me without my
permission and never gave me alcohol or drugs,” said the woman, Karen Martina.

The papers also try to debunk claims by Twitty that she is facing death threats if she goes to
Aruba to sue Van der Sloot, who has not been charged.
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Tacopina claims Twitty lied when she said that a strange man followed her near a hotel during one
of her trips to Aruba.
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Dutch police have arrested another suspect in the disappearance and presumed death of U.S.
teen Natalee Holloway in Aruba, his lawyer confirmed yesterday.

Attorney Gerard Spong said his client, whose name was being withheld, stood accused of
“assisting in the murder, heavy battery and kidnapping.”

Spong identified him as a croupier at the casino in the Marriott hotel on Aruba, where Natalee’s
Alabama high-school class stayed on its May 2005 graduation trip.

The latest suspect – seven others have been released for lack of evidence – is said to be a friend
of Joran van der Sloot, the scion of a powerful Aruban family.

Natalee, 18, was last seen leaving a bar with van der Sloot and Surinamese brothers Deepak and
Satish Kalpoe. Van der Sloot said he’d left her on a beach near her hotel. The three were arrested
but released without charge.
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Natalee’s parents, Beth Twitty and Dave Holloway, sued van der Sloot in Manhattan Supreme
Court in February, alleging that he sexually assaulted her while she was intoxicated.

One suspect, Geoffrey van Cromvoirt, 19, was arrested last month but released nine days later
without being charged.
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Another suspect in the murder of Natalee Holloway – a croupier who was working at the hotel
where she stayed on the night she disappeared – has been arrested only to be set free, sources
said.

Guido Wever, 18, is the ninth suspect to be held by police, then let go, since the Alabama 18-year-
old disappeared after a night of partying during a end-of-year high-school trip to the Caribbean
island a year ago next Tuesday.

Wever was questioned several times by Aruban cops in the days after Holloway’s disappearance
– and had cuts and bruises on his body, police noted – but then left Aruba unexpectedly three
days later.

He was picked up in the Dutch city of Utrecht Wednesday and had been expected to appear in
court there today, according to his lawyer, Gerard Spong.

But the sources said there isn’t enough evidence to hold him under Dutch law.
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Spong told the Dutch TV station NOS that his client insists he never met Holloway. Under a deal
reached between Spong and prosecutors, Wever is not required to attend a scheduled hearing
today, but must remain available for further questioning.

When Wever was arrested, officials said he was suspected of “assisting in murder, heavy battery
and kidnapping.”

It was the first time authorities had officially said Holloway had been murdered. But Wever was not
formally charged, according to the sources.

Wever’s parents said in a statement their son was “innocent until proven guilty.”

“We are appalled [at] this development,” his parents said before learning he’d be sprung.

“We cannot believe that he could have anything to do with the case.”

Pals of the Alabama teen have told authorities she was seen in the Holiday Inn casino where
Wever worked late that night, although there was no sign of her on the casino’s video surveillance
tapes, sources said.

Wever and Joran van der Sloot – the first suspect in the girl’s disappearance – took tennis lessons
from the same instructor at their wealthy families’ private club, the sources said.

Holloway’s father, Dave Holloway, told the Birmingham News that van der Sloot and Wever met
up at the casino the day after Natalee disappeared.

Holloway was last seen leaving a bar in Aruba with three men – van der Sloot and two
Surinamese brothers, Deepak and Satish Kalpoe.
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Van der Sloot said he kissed Holloway on the beach that night but dropped her off at her hotel.

Last month, Aruban authorities arrested 19-year-old Geoffrey van Cromvoirt, who allegedly met up
with Holloway in the Holiday Inn casino after her makeout session with van der Sloot, sources
said.

All those arrested in the investigation were released for lack of evidence in Holloway’s presumed
kidnapping and murder.
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The New York civil suit filed by the parents of teen Natalee Holloway, who vanished in Aruba last
year, was tossed out by a judge yesterday.

New York “is not a convenient forum” for the suit filed by Natalee’s mom, Elizabeth Twitty, of
Alabama, and her dad, Dave Holloway, of Mississippi, declared Manhattan Supreme Court Justice
Barbara Kapnick.

The suit, claiming that Aruban Joran van der Sloot detained Holloway and sexually assaulted her,
“has no discernible connection to New York but a very substantial nexus to Aruba,” the judge
wrote.
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

A Dutch reporter investigating the 2005 disappearance of Alabama teenager Natalee Holloway in
Aruba claims a lawyer representing the first suspect in the case once paid a visit to the lead
prosecutor “to clear his conscience.”

At the meeting, lawyer Antonio Carlo allegedly told prosecutor Karin Janssen that he knew Joran
van der Sloot played a role in the teen’s disappearance, but that it was up to the police to “get the
full proof,” Peter de Vries told Greta von Susteren Monday on Fox News’ “On the Record.”

When Janssen wrote to Carlo asking for more details, she got a letter back from the “scared”
attorney saying “you misunderstood me,” de Vries said.

Van der Sloot’s current attorney, Joseph Tacopina, yesterday dismissed de Vries’ report as “utter
bull- – – -. He’s trying to cash in on the tragedy to publicize a documentary he made in Holland.”
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The three major suspects in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba were rearrested
yesterday because prosecutors say new evidence has come to light.

Dutch national Joran van der Sloot, 20, and Surinamese brothers Satish, 21, and Deepak Kalpoe,
24, were collared on suspicion of involvement in manslaughter and causing serious bodily harm
that caused the death of the 18-year-old vacationer, the Aruban public prosecutor’s office said in a
statement.

“The public prosecutor’s office has ordered their renewed arrest because further investigation into
the disappearance has led to new incriminating evidence,” the statement said.

Holloway, of Mountain Brook, Ala., was last seen leaving a bar with the three men on May 30,
2005, hours before she was set to board a plane home with high school classmates celebrating
their graduation on the island.

Van der Sloot was arrested in Holland, where he attends college. He’s expected to be flown to
Aruba, a territory of the Netherlands. The Kalpoe brothers were arrested in Aruba.
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The brothers are set to appear in Aruban court tomorrow, when prosecutors will likely present the
new evidence to a judge. A court date in the island had not yet been set for van der Sloot.

Wim de Bruin, a spokesman for the Dutch national prosecutor’s office, said van der Sloot could be
sent to Aruba without an extradition hearing and the transfer would occur “within several days.”

New York lawyer Joe Tacopina, who represents van der Sloot, said didn’t know what kind of new
evidence investigators had but was confident it wouldn’t implicate his client. “We’ve been through
all this before. I don’t put too much stock in an arrest in this case,” he told The Post.

His client and the Kalpoe brothers were first arrested in June 2005, but a judge ordered their
release, citing insufficient evidence.

All three have denied any part in her disappearance. They were the last people seen with her.

Van der Sloot has said he dropped her off at her hotel and never saw her again.

Tacopina suspected any new material would not be forensic, but rather late-to-the-game
witnesses.

“They’ve searched every grain of sand in that island and they’ve found nothing,” said Tacopina.
“I’m confident that this kid had nothing to do with her disappearance.”

In April, investigators from the Netherlands dug around the home of van der Sloot’s family for two
days without revealing what prompted the search.

Then in May, Dutch and Aruban investigators visited the home where Deepak and Satish Kalpoe
live with their parents for an “inspection.”
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Ronny Wix, the Kalpoes’ attorney, did not return requests for comment. The victim’s mother, Beth
Holloway Twitty, didn’t return calls.

Scott Balber, an attorney for Beth Holloway, last year filed a civil suit against the three suspects
that was dismissed for being out of jurisdiction. Yesterday, he said the rearrests are “certainly
vindicating.”

Vinda de Sousa, an attorney for Dave Holloway, Natalee’s father, said: “I’m as excited as the
Holloway family can be. Anything new in this case . . . just gives you rekindled hope that one day
this will be solved.” � With Post Wire Services
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Authorities are racing the clock to build a case against the three men police believe are
responsible for the disappearance of Natalee Holloway, before the Aruban statute of limitations
forces prosecutors to drop them as suspects.

On Wednesday, police rearrested Dutch national Joran van der Sloot, 20, and Surinamese
brothers Satish, 21, and Deepak Kalpoe, 24, claiming they had “new incriminating evidence” into
the 18-year-old vacationer’s May 2005 disappearance.

But with the statute of limitations set to lapse at the end of the year, New York attorney Joseph
Tacopina, who represents van der Sloot, said prosecutors could simply be reacting to the looming
deadline.

“There is a little more than a two-year statute of limitations that is coming to the end,” he said.

“It looks like the authorities want to conclude their case by the end of the year.”
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Prosecutors could rename the men as suspects with a judge’s approval – but they would need to
bring “a substantial piece of new evidence that really incriminates the suspect,” Tacopina said.

Natalee’s dad, David Holloway, also has doubts.

“I hope I’m not going to be disappointed,” he said. “We’ve seen these arrests and rearrests in the
past.”

He plans to launch a new hunt for his daughter’s body, saying a company will provide him with
divers and equipment to scan the ocean floor.
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Bombshell wiretaps of the prime suspects in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway allegedly
provided prosecutors with the evidence they were seeking to rearrest the three men they have
long suspected were involved in her vanishing in Aruba.

Prosecutors monitored calls between Joran van der Sloot, 20, and brothers Satish, 21, and
Deepak Kalpoe, 24, in which the three suspects contradicted earlier statements they had made to
police about the Alabama teen’s May 2005 disappearance, the Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf
reported yesterday, citing anonymous detectives in Aruba.

An Aruban judge deemed yesterday that the secret evidence was damning enough to keep the
Surinamese Kalpoe brothers in jail for at least another eight days as authorities continue their
investigation.

Dutch national van der Sloot was arrested in the Netherlands on suspicion of voluntary
manslaughter and causing serious bodily harm and was en route to Aruba yesterday.

He was expected to be in court on Monday, said Aruba’s chief prosecutor, Hans Mos.
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“I’m just praying and hoping and anxiously waiting,” Holloway’s mother, Beth Holloway told The
Post.

“It’s been such a long time.”

All three men were arrested in June 2005 but denied any involvement in her disappearance. A
judge ended up ordering their release, citing a lack of evidence.

But this time, the Kalpoe brothers were remanded to separate jails.

The Kalpoes’ attorney, David Kock, called the arrests “an act of despair.”

“There was no reason for their arrest now,” he told an Aruban radio station Thursday. “We will take
all kinds of measures to give our clients their freedom as soon as possible.”

As reported by The Post, authorities are under the gun to bring charges before an Aruban statute
of limitations lapses at the end of this year and prosecutors are forced to drop van der Sloot and
the Kalpoes as suspects.

Prosecutors can rename the men as suspects with a judge’s approval, but only if they come up
with new evidence that implicates the three.

Authorities combed the island in the weeks and months after the disappearance of Holloway, then
18, and came up with little in the way of evidence.

But Beth Holloway is hoping this could be the break she has waited for.
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“There is no closure yet,” she said. “But my attorney [John Kelly] is pulling out all the stops to get
that closure.”

Natalee Holloway’s father, David Holloway, will depart for Aruba on Monday to launch his own
search in deeper waters for his daughter’s body. He believes police did not look in water deeper
than 330 feet.

Holloway, of Mountain Brook, Ala., was in Aruba celebrating her high-school graduation when she
disappeared just hours before she was supposed to board a flight home. Witnesses said she was
last seen leaving a bar with the three suspects.

steve.dunleavy@nypost.com

SEPT. 11 SHRINE'S YULE GIFTREAD NEXT

SPONSORED STORIES

Elektriciteitsbedrijven verwonderd:
Expert onthult ingenieuze ‘zonnetruc’
beste zonnepanelen

Te veel buikvet? Doet u dit voor het
slapengaan (kijk!)
goldentree.nl

26/07/2024 11:38 ARUBA 3 SNAGGED BY THE WIRE

https://nypost.com/2007/11/24/aruba-3-snagged-by-the-wire/ 3/6



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Prosecutors in Aruba say they’re certain missing American teen Natalee Holloway is dead, even
though her body has not been found.

“There’s no doubt in my mind that she’s dead . . . I think we have enough evidence to prove the
girl is not alive anymore, even without a body,” prosecutor Hans Mos told CNN.

He did not say what the evidence was.

But Joseph Tacopina, lawyer for suspect Joran van der Sloot, 20, who was picked up in the
Netherlands Friday and returned to Aruba, shot back that “there’s no evidence of a crime, let
alone a homicide.”

Van der Sloot was rearrested along with brothers Satish and Deepak Kalpoe in connection with
the Alabama teen’s 2005 disappearance.
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A judge on Friday ordered the Kalpoe brothers to be held, citing powerful secret evidence
including cellphone calls and text messages between the brothers and van der Sloot, a prosecutor
said.

Tacopina slammed the prosecution’s case against van der Sloot after questioning yesterday.

“[The] interrogation did not provide any new evidence,” he said.

“I’m fairly certain that no matter what they have, it’s not going to be compelling against Joran. This
kid has nothing to do with her disappearance.”

The Kalpoes’ attorney, David Kock, said the authorities charged the men simply out of “despair.”

Holloway’s father has arrived on the island to aid in the search for clues this weekend.

Meanwhile, her mother, Beth Twitty, told The Post on Friday: “I’m just praying and hoping and
anxiously waiting.”

She added: “It’s been such a long time.”
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

The three main suspects in the Aruba disappearance of American teen Natalee Holloway walked
free yesterday as frustrated authorities officially declared the investigation a cold case – and
admitted the girl’s presumed killers may never be caught.

Aruban prosecutors announced that, with no hard evidence and no body, they don’t have enough
to convict the trio – Joran Van der Sloot, and brothers Satish and Deepak Kalpoe – even though
they still believe they were involved in her death.

During the 932-day probe, investigators “and the police have gone the extra mile and have
exhausted all their powers and techniques in order to solve the mystery of the disappearance of
the girl,” Aruba’s Public Prosecutor’s Office said in a statement.

Holloway, then 18, disappeared May 30, 2005, on the final night of a trip to Caribbean paradise
with her Alabama high school classmates. She was last seen leaving a bar with Van der Sloot and
the Kalpoes, who all live in Aruba.

The three men were targeted as suspects early on and were detained two years ago, but later
freed.
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Last month, claiming there was new evidence based partly on wiretaps, prosecutors rearrested
them.

Holloway’s mother, Beth Twitty, “was very hopeful the last couple weeks and she went down there
and met with the prosecutor,” said a spokeswoman for her, Sunny Tillman.

“He told her face to face that he had new and incriminating evidence, and that made her hopeful,”
she said. “So now, in light of this today, it’s just so perplexing.”

Twitty, she said, “is terribly disappointed.”

In its statement, the Aruba prosecutor’s office said that if the case had made it to trial, lack of
evidence “would lead to an acquittal.”

A lawyer for the Kalpoe brothers said prosecutors’ new evidence was based on transcripts of
online chat sessions between the suspects and their friends.

“They tried to call it new, but it didn’t have any incriminating points against our clients,” lawyer
David Kock said. “It’s like trying to say the Loch Ness monster exists.”

New York defense lawyer Joseph Tacopina, who represented Van der Sloot, said his client was
enjoying “a celebratory family event” in the wake of yesterday’s announcement.

“Give this kid his due,” Tacopina said. “He’s been incarcerated twice falsely. They’ve investigated
up and down everything in his life.”

Prosecutors said the case could still be reopened if “serious” new evidence emerges.

26/07/2024 11:38 ARUBA 3 OFF HOOK

https://nypost.com/2007/12/19/aruba-3-off-hook/ 2/7



The statute of limitations is six years for involuntary manslaughter and 12 for homicide.

The Holloway family has hired a private deep-water search firm to hunt for the missing young
woman.

jeane.macintosh@nypost.com
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ORANJESTAD, Aruba – A main suspect in the disappearance of Alabama teenager Natalee
Holloway wrote in a chat session that she was dead, Aruba’s chief prosecutor revealed yesterday.

But Hans Mos said the key clue fell short of assuring a conviction in court.

Mos refused to reveal which of the three main suspects wrote the Internet chat message, but said
its discovery contributed to the decision last month to rearrest them.

Joran van der Sloot and brothers Deepak and Satish Kalpoe were subsequently released after
they refused to speak to authorities, and the Aruba Public Prosecutor’s Office announced they
would not be charged.

Mos also said Internet messages between two of the three suspects discussed a “way of
operating they had, of picking up American girls” on the Caribbean island.
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But he indicated his investigators had done their best, but failed to learn what happened to
Holloway, an 18-year-old who vanished on May 30, 2005.

“Given our sincere commitment to solving this case, we exhausted our toolbox,” he said at a news
conference.

Attorney General Nico Jorg said the case against the three main suspects could be reopened if
additional evidence surfaces.

But if they were to go to trial now with virtually no hope of guilty verdicts, they would lose the
opportunity to try them later if strong evidence emerges.

“After a final acquittal, it is legally impossible to reinstate a prosecution,” Jorg said. “[We are]
hoping better times will arrive eventually.”

Holloway’s family blames mistakes by Aruban investigators for closing the case after more than
two years of searching for the girl, who disappeared during a vacation with her high school
graduating class.

The three men were seen leaving a bar with Holloway hours before she was due to board a flight
home to Mountain Brook, Ala.

Van der Sloot, who now attends college in the Netherlands, said he left Holloway alone on a
beach that night. He and the Kalpoe brothers have denied any wrongdoing.

Mos said witnesses have described the three suspects as behaving strangely in the hours after
Holloway vanished.

He refused to reveal details of other evidence, which he said was gathered through new
investigative techniques and a listening device in one of the suspect’s homes. AP
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

A Dutch student caught on hidden cameras says Natalee Holloway died suddenly after having sex
with him on a beach in Aruba and a pal dumped her body at sea.

Without warning, the Alabama teen “started shaking and didn’t move anymore,” Joran van der
Sloot says in an interview broadcast on Dutch television last night.

Van der Sloot says he panicked and tried but failed to revive the body. Then he called a friend with
a boat.

“I went to a phone booth and called this friend. He went into the sea and dumped her,” he says.

“I know what happened to her. She is dead, of course,” Van der Sloot continues, adding, “I would
never kill a girl.
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“I was lucky. The ocean is big enough. I think I’ll never get caught for this. If you go farther than
two kilometers, she’ll never be found,” he adds, according to a translation of the broadcast on the
Radio Netherlands Web site.

The student’s admissions were recorded last month in a Range Rover rigged with three hidden
cameras by Peter de Vries, a Dutch TV crime reporter.

Van der Sloot believed he was talking to a friend, Patrick van der Eem, but his “friend” was
working undercover for de Vries.

On the basis of what the crime reporter turned up, the Aruban prosecutor, Hans Mos, has
reopened the case of Holloway’s disappearance.

Holloway, 17, vanished on May 30, 2005, after a night of partying during a high-school graduation
trip.

She was last seen outside a bar with Van der Sloot, then also 17, who is from the Netherlands,
and two Aruban brothers.

The three have been arrested twice and released.

andy.geller@nypost.com

GIANTS' BIG BLUE HEAVENREAD NEXT

SPONSORED STORIES

Elektriciteitsbedrijven verwonderd:
Expert onthult ingenieuze ‘zonnetruc’
beste zonnepanelen

Te veel buikvet? Doet u dit voor het
slapengaan (kijk!)
goldentree.nl

26/07/2024 11:37 ‘CONFESS’ VID

https://nypost.com/2008/02/04/confess-vid/ 2/6



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

Natalee Holloway might be alive today if a Dutch student had called doctors instead of having her
lifeless body dumped into the sea, the teen’s heartbroken mom said yesterday.

Aruban authorities are again interested in Joran van der Sloot after he implicated himself in the
Holloway case in a conversation with a Dutch journalist.

Van der Sloot, 20, said that after Holloway passed out during sex, he had a friend he identified
only as Daury use his boat to get rid of her body.

If van der Sloot were ever brought to trial in Aruba, the island’s top prosecutor said the hidden-
camera statement – engineered by Dutch investigative journalist Peter R. de Vries and
businessman Patrick van der Eem – would probably be admissible.

“I take it [the taped statements] very seriously,” said chief prosecutor Hans Mos.
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The hidden-camera disclosures, aired on ABC’s “20/20” last night, offered a ray of hope to
Holloway’s mom, Beth Twitty, that someone will be held responsible for the Alabama teen’s
unsolved disappearance in 2005.

“It’s what I have prayed for 2½ years,” Twitty told “20/20.”

“I’ve just prayed for an answer, and that’s all I’ve ever wanted. I’ve just wanted an answer to what
happened.”

Van der Sloot’s New York-based lawyer, Joe Tacopina, insists his client’s statement was no
confession.

Tacopina noted that Aruban authorities have had the Dutch TV interview for more than a week but
still haven’t arrested van der Sloot.

“Joran denies any role in Natalee’s death,” he said.

“It is important to point out that the prosecutor has viewed this tape over one week ago and Joran
is at liberty. I think it speaks volumes about the evidentiary value of this tape, considering he has
been arrested previously in this case with little evidence against him.”

But if van der Sloot was telling the truth about Holloway becoming unconscious after sex, he could
have saved her life by just calling for help, Twitty said.

“Dear God! Joran could have called, he could have called an ambulance,” Twitty said. “He’s not
an EMT. He’s not a, a doctor! You know? He’s not a, he’s not anyone that could, could make a
decision on my daughter’s condition.”
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Meanwhile, a lawyer for van der Sloot’s friend Daury Rodriguez, 21, who may have been the
friend who dumped the body, denied his client was involved.” With Post Wire Services
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Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

ABC’s “20/20” grabbed its best numbers in nearly a year-and-a-half with Monday’s report on “The
Final Hours of Natalee Holloway,” which averaged 12.7 million viewers. Hosted by Chris Cuomo
(from Amsterdam), the episode featured revealing, secretly videotaped conversations with Joran
Van Der Sloot, an on-again/off- again suspect in Holloway’s 2005 disappearance in Aruba. Nancy
Grace’s Headline News show Monday night also covered the Van Der Sloot news but without
showing the video. It paid off for Grace, too: “Nancy Grace” scored its best audience in total
viewers (1.3 million) and persons 25-54 (509,000) in its history (since launching in Feb.’05).
Grace, by the way, appears in Sunday’s episode of “The Wire” as a “tough, brash, TV legal
analyst.” Ya think?

* * *

Comedian Dom Irrera will host “Supreme Court of Comedy,” premiering March 3 (in high-def) on
DIRECTV (10 p.m.). The 10-episode series will feature real defendants and plaintiffs arguing their
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small-claims cases – and being represented by comedians including Paul Rodriguez and Sinbad.
The cases will unfold in Irrera’s “courtroom” – which is actually the Laugh Factory in Hollywood.

Last, but not least:

* Tonight: Jeffrey Lyons hosts a Q&A with Vince Vaughn at the Apple Store in SoHo (10 p.m.)
following a screening of “Vince Vaughn’s Wild West Comedy Show.”

* Spike’s “Ham N’ Egg” gorgefest snared 863,000 viewers during halftime of Sunday’s Super Bowl
– a Spike record for a competitive eating event. Winners: Eric Denmark (61 hard- boiled eggs),
Joey Chestnut (7.14 lbs. of ham) and their cardiologists.

* Hill Harper’s “Lessons from Little Rock” airs Sunday on TV One (10 p.m.) to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the African American students who integrated an all-white high school in
Arkansas.

* March 2: Cameron Mathison (“AMC”) hosts the “ABC Daytime Salutes Broad way Cares/Equity
Fights AIDS” benefit at Town Hall.
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The news at 10 ABC’s “20/20” grabbed its best numbers in nearly a year-and-a-half with Mon
day’s report on “The Final Hours of Natalee Holloway,” which averaged 12.7 million viewers.
Hosted by Chris Cuomo (from Amsterdam), the episode featured reveal ing, secretly videotaped
con versations with Joran Van Der Sloot, an on-again/off- again suspect in Holloway’s 2005
disappearance in Aruba. Nancy Grace‘s Headline News show Monday night also covered the
Van Der Sloot news but without show ing the video. It paid off for Grace, too: “Nancy Grace”
scored its best audience in total viewers (1.3 million) and persons 25-54 (509,000) in its history
(since launching in Feb. ’05). Grace, by the way, appears in Sunday’s episode of “The Wire” as a
“tough, brash, TV legal analyst.” Ya think?

* * *

Comedian Dom Irrera will host “Supreme Court of Com edy,” premiering March 3 (in high-def) on
DIRECTV (10 p.m.). The 10-episode series will feature real defendants and plaintiffs arguing their
small-claims cases – and being represented by comedi ans including Paul Rodri guez and
Sinbad. The cases will unfold in Irrera’s “court room” – which is actually the Laugh Factory in
Holly wood. Last, but not least: * Tonight: Jeffrey Lyons hosts a Q&A with Vince Vaughn at the
Apple Store in SoHo (10 p.m.) following a screening of “Vince Vaughn’s Wild West Comedy
Show.”

* Spike‘s “Ham N’ Egg” gorgefest snared 863,000 viewers during halftime of Sunday’s Super
Bowl – a Spike record for a competi tive eating event. Winners: Eric Denmark (61 hard- boiled
eggs), Joey Chestnut (7.14 lbs. of ham) and their cardiologists.

* Hill Harper‘s “Lessons from Little Rock” airs Sunday on TV One (10 p.m.) to com memorate the
50th anniver sary of the African American students who integrated an all- white high school in Ar
kansas.
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* March 2: Cameron Ma thison (“AMC”) hosts the “ABC Daytime Salutes Broad way
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS” benefit at Town Hall.
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AN LA judge has ruled that two brothers questioned in Natalee Holloway’s disappearance can
move ahead with their defamation suit against “Dr. Phil” McGraw.

Superior Court Judge Edward A. Ferns refused to dismiss the suit brought against McGraw and
CBS by Deepak and Satish Kalpoe.

“I’m going to take Dr. Phil down,” their lawyer, William Cremer, said.

The Kalpoes sued McGraw’s show in December 2006, claiming it altered a taped conversation
between Deepak Kalpoe and a private investigator to “create false, incriminating and defamatory
statements” that the brothers “engaged in criminal activity against” Holloway – whose 2005
disappearance in Aruba remains unsolved.

Their pal, Joran Van Der Sloot, has been a target of Aruban investigators.
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Lawyers for CBS and McGraw tried to have the Kalpoes’ suit dismissed, claiming the Kalpoes did
not meet deadlines to produce pertinent documents.

Ferns gave the Kalpoes’ lawyer a five-day extension to satisfy the documents deadline.
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PATRICK van der Eem, the Dutchman who befriended Natalee Holloway’s suspected killer, Joran
van der Sloot, and got him to admit dumping her body in the Aruban sea, is peddling his story.
Insiders say van der Eem, who’s represented by David Vigliano Associates, is selling a book
about his bizarre friendship with van der Sloot. Included in the tome would be transcripts of 20
hours of video he made of van der Sloot that no one except the Aruban prosecutor has seen and
in which the cocky youth reportedly made self-incriminating statements. In the tapes, van der
Sloot claimed he and a friend got rid of Holloway’s body after she mysteriously died of a seizure
while having sex with him. An insider said, “The tapes, and Patrick’s interaction with Joran, paint a
picture of a guy who has the same capacity to project innocence and the cold-blooded demeanor
that enabled him to lie for three years about the events of that tragic night in Aruba.” Van der Eem
also has hundreds of never before revealed text messages from van der Sloot and exclusive
photos.
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Ciao, Roma!

High-powered New York criminal defense lawyer Joseph Tacopina is on the verge of buying AS
Roma – Rome’s storied pro soccer team, The Post has learned.

Read our soccer blog

Tacopina, who’s being backed by international financier George Soros, is jetting to Rome today to
put the finishing touches on the deal, which has been in the works for months, according to a
source familiar with the deal.

“Joe is purchasing the Roma soccer team with George Soros as his main investor, and
[Tacopina’s] going to be the president of the team,” the source said.
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“This is just huge. In Italy, soccer’s everything, and in Rome the Roma team’s the biggest thing
right now,” the source said. “Tacopina’s very excited. It’s a dream come true.”

Tacopina, who has been frequently flying to Italy to negotiate the purchase, “had to speak with the
highest levels of the Italian government to get this approved,” the source said.

The dapper Manhattan litigator – who will maintain his law practice – expects to close the
purchase of Roma “by the end of the week,” the source said.

The publicly held team’s majority shareholders, the Sensi family, have agreed to the deal at a time
when its patriarch is ailing.

The purchase price was not known.

But a source said Tacopina intends to aggressively pursue marketing ventures to boost the team’s
financial fortunes.

“This team, as huge as it is already, can be that much bigger,” the source said.

Tacopina, who frequently appears as a legal expert on television talk shows, has represented a
slew of big-name clients, among them ex-NYPD Commissioner Bernard Kerik, accused cop killer
and “A Bronx Tale” actor Lillo Brancato, and Joran van der Sloot, who was suspected in the
mysterious disappearance of American high-school girl Natalee Holloway in Aruba.

The lawyer, whose father was born in Rome, has long been a major fan of Roma and attended
soccer’s World Cup final in Berlin in 2006.

One of soccer-mad Italy’s most popular teams, Roma just finished the season in second place
behind Inter Milan in the nation’s top division, Serie A. The 81-year-old squad has won three Serie
A titles in its history, and frequently competes at the highest levels of European tournaments.

Unlike England’s Premier League, where foreign ownership of major teams has become common,
Italy’s top squads tend to be owned by Italians, so the purchase by Tacopina and Soros, who is
Hungarian by birth, is a significant change.

But Tacopina, who was born and raised in Brooklyn, may get a warm reception because he holds
Italian citizenship and has a law office in Milan.

dan.mangan@nypost.com

MORE: Soccer Blog
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THE tragic tale of Nata lee Holloway is about to be given the Lifetime movie treatment.

“The Natalee Holloway Story” will be based on the true disappearance of the teenage girl who
vanished during a senior class trip to Aruba in 2005.

The film is slated to air sometime next year and will tell the story of Holloway’s mother, Beth Twitty,
and her relentless efforts to discover the truth behind her daughter’s disappearance.

It is based on the book, “Loving Natalee: A Mother’s Testament of Hope and Faith.”

The Alabama teen’s disappearance has been the subject of countless headlines and rich fodder
for cable news and network newsmagazines.
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Earlier this year, a “20/20” segment that featured revealing, secretly videotaped conversations
with Joran Van Der Sloot, a suspect in the case, drew more than 12 million viewers.
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As if the steely-eyed sicko long-suspected in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba in
2005 wasn’t creepy enough, he’s now been implicated in a plot to sell Thai women into
prostitution.

Joran van der Sloot, 21, was caught on videotape by a Dutch journalist discussing how he could
arrange to ship women to Amsterdam to work in the sex trade for just $300 a month, according to
a Dutch television report.

Van der Sloot met with two men working with the reporter in a Thai hotel where he allegedly took
$1,000 in advance for his services in procuring the women and arranging their passports and
visas.
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Joran van der Sloot, the main suspect in the
2005 disappearance of American Natalee
Holloway in Aruba, has made a second
confession, the Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf
reported Tuesday.

The confession reportedly came after Van der
Sloot gave an interview to a German TV
station.

According to the report, Van der Sloot said
Holloway’s body was hidden in marshes on the

Natalee Holloway was 18 when she was last seen leaving a bar in the Aruba in 2005.
ap

Suspect
Joran
van der
Sloot in
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Caribbean island.

Van der Sloot made the comments to German
broadcaster RTL and a second interview is reportedly planned in Frankfurt this week. In an earlier
confession he told reporters he dumped Holloway’s body at sea.

He has also claimed in the past that Holloway died accidentally and insisted that he did not kill
her.

Aruban justice department officials doubt Van der Sloot’s latest confession, telling De Telegraaf
that although it has sparked new inquiries into the investigation, “it soon became clear this
statement is a mixture of lies and fantasy.”

Aruba’s chief prosecutor Peter Blanken told NBC’s “Today Show” Tuesday that the suspect’s story
was “very unbelievable.”

A justice department spokesman told De Telegraaf that if Van der Sloot were telling the truth he
would name the exact spot where Halloway’s body is hidden.

Van der Sloot is thought to be in the Netherlands, where he attended his father’s funeral last
week.

Holloway, from Mountain Brook, Ala., was 18 when she was last seen leaving a bar in the Aruban
capital in 2005 on the final night of a high school graduation trip. No trace of her has ever been
found.

2007.
(AP)
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The prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance of American teen Natalee Holloway in Aruba is now
wanted by cops in Peru for viciously murdering a 21-year-old woman — exactly five years to the
day that Holloway went missing.

Joran van der Sloot, 22, is believed to have brutally stabbed Stephany Flores Ramirez in his Lima
hotel room and then rolled her corpse into a blanket before checking out Sunday.

Van der Sloot fled Peru on a bus Monday, slipping into the neighboring South American nation of
Chile, authorities said.

The blood-splattered body of Flores — the daughter of a former Peru presidential candidate —
was discovered in van der Sloot’s hotel room only today.

Stephany Tatiana Flores Ramirez was found murdered in Peru. The principal suspect in the case is Joran Van
Der Sloot.
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An arrest warrant for the suspect, a Dutch national, has been issued by the international police
agency Interpol. Chilean police today were scouring border areas, hotels, backpacker hostels and
other places for him.

“This is my daughter’s assassin,” said Flores’ dad, Ricardo Flores, a prominent circus operator,
politician and former race-car driver, according to CBS News.

“We have all the evidence to show that the killer is this man,” Flores, 48, told CNN en Espanol.

But van der Sloot’s New York lawyer, Joseph Tacopina, cautioned people not to jump to
conclusions.

“Joran has a bulls-eye on his back, and any time there is any foul play that could be connected to
Joran, he’s an automatic suspect,” Tacopina said. “It doesn’t mean he killed her.”

Tacopina said van der Sloot has not contacted him in the past several days. He added that he did
not know where the suspect is.

Flores’ murder comes five years after Holloway, a blond, 18-year-old, Alabama high-school
student, disappeared on the Caribbean island after last being seen with van der Sloot outside a
nightclub — in frighteningly similar circumstances to those involving the pretty, brunette, Peruvian
woman.

Van der Sloot never was charged in Holloway’s disappearance, despite being arrested and
detained twice by authorities in Aruba.

It looks like he won’t be so lucky in the case of Flores.
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The head of the criminal investigation unit of the Lima police, Cesar Guardia Vasquez, told
reporters there is “incriminating evidence” linking van der Sloot to Flores’ savage murder.

Van der Sloot, who has gallivanted around the world since Holloway’s disappearance, flew to Peru
from Colombia to play in a poker tournament at the Atlantic City Casino in Lima. It’s unclear if he
was with any friends at the time.

He checked into the Milaflores Hotel Tac in Lima on May 14.

Guaria said police have surveillance video that shows van der Sloot and Flores together in the
casino Saturday night.

Flores’ dad said he did not think his daughter previously knew van der Sloot and speculated that
they began chatting in English, a language they both knew, when they met, according to CNN.

Flores left the casino to drop off some girlfriends at 2:35 a.m. Sunday but then apparently returned
to the casino.

Police said a guest and a worker at the Miraflores Hotel Tac saw van der Sloot and Flores
entering his room there at about 5 a.m. Sunday.

Van der Sloot then checked out of the hotel alone around 9 a.m., four hours after arriving there
with Flores, Guardia said.

It was not clear why it took three days for Flores’ body to be discovered. Her corpse, which was
clothed, was lying face down on the room’s floor, with abrasions on her face and body and signs
of trauma, according to Guardia, who said officials are awaiting autopsy results.

Flores’ father told reporters that authorities believe she was slain at about 8 a.m. Sunday in Van
Der Sloot’s room.

Ricardo Flores also said police found Stephany Flores’ car about 50 blocks from the Milaflores
Hotel, and that inside that vehicle were pills similar to ones used in cases of date rape, CNN
reported.

Ramirez’s murder occurred exactly five years to the day Holloway disappeared May 30, 2005,
while she was on a high-school graduation trip to Aruba.

Holloway was last seen with then-17-year-old Van Der Sloot and two pals, brothers Deepak and
Satish Kalpoe, outside a night club on the island nation, which is part of the Netherlands.

The ensuing mystery as to what happened to Holloway generated a media firestorm. Her body as
never been found.

Van Der Sloot was arrested in connection with her disappearance twice — in June 2005, and
again in 2007. But he was never charged.
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Still, the sensational case has continued to generate headlines over the years, particularly over
reports that van der Sloot has occasionally revealed details about what actually happened to
Holloway that night.

In 2008, a Dutch journalist claimed van der Sloot had confessed to murdering her and then
dumping her body in the sea. Two years later, a Dutch newspaper reported that van der Sloot had
said Holloway fell off a balcony while drunk.

Van der Sloot’s prominent lawyer dad, Paulus, dropped dead while playing tennis in Aruba at the
age of 57 in February.

Today, spokeswoman for the Aruba prosecutor’s office said van der Sloot remains the main
suspect in Holloway’s disappearance.

“What’s happening now is incredible,” said the spokeswoman, Ann Angela, about the South
American police search for van der Sloot.

“At the moment, we don’t have anything to do with it, but we are following the case with great
interest, and if Peruvian authorities would need us, we are here.”

Holloway’s mother, Elizabeth Twitty, had no comment on the new case, according to her
spokeswoman, Sunny Tillman.

Holloway’s dad, Dave Holloway, did not return a call seeking comment.

But the co-author of a book that Dave Holloway wrote about his daughter’s case yesterday lashed
out at van der Sloot.

“I’m not surprised by this new development. I never doubted that Joran was capable of hurting
women,” said R. Stephanie Good, co-author of “Aruba: The Tragic Untold Story of Natalee
Holloway and Corruption in Paradise.”

“I really hope that he gets what’s coming to him,” Good said. “It’s long overdue.”

Kathy Drenga, a Connecticut phlebotomist and EMT who has traveled to Aruba to research the
Holloway case and who maintained a Web site that tracked the search for her body, said of van
der Sloot, “I really hope they catch him.”

“I’d really like to see him pay,” said Drenga.

“His father’s dead now . . . he was the one person who could save Joran from all the bad things
he did, and now he’s not there.”

But van der Sloot’s lawyer, Tacopina, said his client has been unfairly treated in the past and
suggested that might be going on now with Flores’ murder.
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“We have to be wary of any stories that come out about Joran van der Sloot,” Tacopina told The
Post. “So many have been proved inaccurate or out-and-out completely fabricated.”

“There are a lot of facts that have to be fleshed out before we can jump to the ‘I knew it’
conclusion,” the lawyer said.

Tacopina said he last heard from Van Der Sloot about a month ago in a phone call he made to the
lawyer’s Manhattan office.

“He was really trying to get his life back on track,” Tacopina said. “He called to say he was fine.”

Additional reporting by Ada Calhoun, Philip Messing, Jeane MacIntosh and Post Wire Services
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The prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance of American teen Natalee Holloway in Aruba is now
wanted by Peruvian cops for viciously murdering a 21-year-old woman — exactly five years to the
day after Holloway vanished.

Joran van der Sloot, 22, is believed to have brutally stabbed Stephany Tatiana Flores Ramirez in
his Lima hotel room before rolling her corpse into a blanket and checking out Sunday.

Van der Sloot fled Peru on a bus Monday, slipping into neighboring Chile en route to Argentina,
authorities said.

CHASING PLAYBOY: Joranvan der Sloot (above, getting licked by a pair of lovelies) is being sought by
international police in the Peruvian murder this week of Stephany Tatiana Flores Ramirez (corner right), whose
father, Ricardo Flores (corner left), addresses the media yesterday. Van der Sloot also is the prime suspect in
the disappearanceof Alabama teenager Natalee Holloway in 2005 (center).
Alan Ramirez
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VIDEO: VAN DER SLOOT ON THE RUN

The blood-splattered body of Flores — the daughter of a former Peruvian presidential candidate
— was discovered in van der Sloot’s hotel room only yesterday.

An arrest warrant for the suspect, a Dutch national, has been issued by the international police
agency Interpol. Chilean police early today were scouring the areas near the northern border with
Peru, hotels and backpacker hostels for van der Sloot.

“This is my daughter’s assassin,” said Flores’ dad, Ricardo Flores, a prominent circus operator,
politician and former race-car driver, according to CBS News.

“We have all the evidence to show that the killer is this man,” Flores, 48, told CNN en Español.

“My daughter was stabbed. I think there was some kind of fight. The autopsy will determine that,”
he said.

But van der Sloot’s New York lawyer, Joseph Tacopina, cautioned people not to jump to
conclusions.

“Joran has a bull’s-eye on his back, and any time there is any foul play that could be connected to
Joran, he’s an automatic suspect,” Tacopina said.

“It doesn’t mean he killed her.”

Tacopina said van der Sloot has not contacted him since he fled Lima.
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Holloway, a blond, 18-year-old high-school student from Alabama, disappeared in Aruba after last
being seen with van der Sloot outside a nightclub.

Van der Sloot never was charged in Holloway’s disappearance, despite being arrested and
detained twice by authorities in Aruba.

It looks as if he won’t be so lucky in the Flores case.

The head of the criminal-investigation unit of Peru’s national police, Gen. Cesar Guardia Vasquez,
yesterday told reporters that “homicide personnel are convinced, due to the incriminating evidence
we’ve found, that this Dutch citizen is the person responsible for killing Stephany Flores.”

Van der Sloot, who has gallivanted around the world since Holloway’s disappearance on the
Caribbean island, flew to Peru from Colombia to play in a poker tournament at the Atlantic City
Casino in Lima. It’s unclear if he was with any friends at the time.

He checked into the Miraflores Hotel Tac in Lima on May 14.

Guardia said surveillance video shows van der Sloot and Flores, herself a poker aficionado,
together in the casino Saturday night.

Flores’ dad said that he did not believe his daughter previously had known van der Sloot and
speculated that they began chatting in English, which both spoke, when they met at the casino,
according to CNN.

Flores left the casino to drop off some girlfriends at 2:35 a.m. Sunday, but then apparently
returned.

Police said a guest and worker at the Miraflores Hotel Tac saw van der Sloot and Flores entering
his room there at about 5 a.m. Sunday.

Van der Sloot then checked out of the hotel alone just four hours after arriving there with Flores,
Guardia said.

It was not clear why it took three days for Flores’ body to be discovered. Her corpse, which was
clothed, was lying face down on the floor, with abrasions on her face and body and signs of
trauma, according to Guardia.

Flores’ father, who for days had feared his daughter had been kidnapped, told reporters that
authorities believe she was slain at about 8 a.m. Sunday in van der Sloot’s room.

Ricardo Flores also said that police found Stephany Flores’ car about 50 blocks from the
Miraflores Hotel, and that inside the vehicle were pills similar to ones used for date rapes, CNN
reported.

Holloway disappeared on May 30, 2005, while she was on a high-school graduation trip to Aruba.
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She was last seen with then-17-year-old van der Sloot and two pals, brothers Deepak and Satish
Kalpoe, outside a nightclub, Carlos’n Charlie’s, on the island.

The ensuing mystery about what happened to Holloway generated a media firestorm. Her body
has never been found.

Van der Sloot was arrested in connection with the case in June 2005 and again in 2007. But he
was never charged because of lack of evidence.

Still, the sensational case has continued to generate headlines for years, particularly over reports
that van der Sloot has occasionally revealed details about what actually happened to Holloway
that night.

In 2008, a Dutch journalist claimed van der Sloot had confessed to murdering her and then
dumping her body in the sea. Two years later, a Dutch newspaper reported that van der Sloot had
said Holloway fell off a balcony while drunk.

Van der Sloot’s prominent lawyer dad, Paulus, died while playing tennis in Aruba at the age of 57
in February.

Yesterday, a spokeswoman for the Aruba prosecutor’s office said Joran remains the main suspect
in the Holloway case.

“What’s happening now is incredible,” said Ann Angela, the spokeswoman. “At the moment, we
don’t have anything to do with it, but we are following the case with great interest, and if Peruvian
authorities would need us, we are here.”

Holloway’s mother, Elizabeth Twitty, had no comment yesterday, according to her spokeswoman,
Sunny Tillman.

Holloway’s dad, Dave Holloway, did not return a call seeking comment.

But the co-author of a book that Dave Holloway wrote about his daughter’s case lashed out at van
der Sloot.

“I’m not surprised by this new development. I never doubted that Joran was capable of hurting
women,” said R. Stephanie Good, co-author of “Aruba: The Tragic Untold Story of Natalee
Holloway and Corruption in Paradise.”

“I really hope that he gets what’s coming to him,” Good said. “It’s long overdue.”

Kathy Drenga, a Connecticut EMT who has traveled to Aruba to research the Holloway case and
who maintained a Web site that tracked the search for Natalee’s body, said of van der Sloot, “I
really hope they catch him. I’d really like to see him pay.”

Additional reporting by Ada Calhoun, Philip Messing, Jeane MacIntosh and Wire Services
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He was the last person to see two young women alive — one in Aruba, one in Peru exactly five
years later, police say. Joran van der Sloot was caught in a taxi Thursday, several days drive and
a country away from the Lima hotel room where the second woman was found face down with a
broken neck.

A fixture on TV true-crime shows after Natalee Holloway’s disappearance in Aruba, the 22-year-
old Dutchman did not speak or even turn his head when photographers shouted his name as
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Peru murder
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Chilean police officers escorted him, without handcuffs, into a Santiago police office for
questioning.

Aruban authorities didn’t prosecute van der Sloot even after he was caught on video saying he
had asked a friend to dump Holloway’s body. The Alabama woman’s family was outraged by how
Aruban authorities handled the case, and now the family of another young woman wants to make
sure they get justice.

“This isn’t a coincidence, this murder,” Stephany Flores’ anguished father, Lima entertainment
impresario Ricardo Flores, told reporters after van der Sloot’s arrest.

Van der Sloot was arrested the same day he was charged in Alabama with trying to extort
$250,000 in return for giving the location of Holloway’s body and describing the circumstances of
Holloway’s death. Federal prosecutors did not say who was allegedly extorted, but filed a sworn
statement saying that van der Sloot got a partial payment of $15,000 wired to a Netherlands bank.

His daughter’s neck was broken Sunday in a hotel room registered to van der Sloot, who police
believe met the 21-year-old University of Lima business student for the first time the previous
night at a nearby casino. Her body was found by a maid late Tuesday.

26/07/2024 11:35 Holloway suspect Joran Van Der Sloot arrested in connection with Peru murder

https://nypost.com/2010/06/03/holloway-suspect-joran-van-der-sloot-arrested-in-connection-with-peru-murder/ 2/9



Flores, a 48-year-old former race car driver and sometime politician, called on authorities to
immediately bring van der Sloot to Peru to face justice.

“It’s not just about my daughter,” he said. “There’s a matter pending in Aruba and we don’t know
how many more remain unpunished.”

Stephany Flores was fully clothed and there were no signs she had been sexually abused, the
chief of Peru’s criminal police, Gen. Cesar Guardia, told The Associated Press.

“The room was a complete mess,” he said in an interview. He added that no potential murder
weapon was found.

“It’s probable they had drunken alcohol,” said Guardia. No alcohol was found in Flores’ blood, he
said, but he added that it could have dissipated in the more than two days it took to find her body.

Guardia added that police are investigating why it took until Tuesday night for hotel staff to
discover the body.

Van der Sloot remains the prime suspect in the disappearance of Holloway, an 18-year-old who
was celebrating her high school graduation on the Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba when she
disappeared May 30, 2005. He told investigators he left her on a beach, drunk. That’s the last
anyone saw of her. Van der Sloot was twice arrested in her disappearance — and twice released
for insufficient evidence.

“If they have enough proof that he committed the crime in Peru, maybe, just maybe that might
help to get him to confess in Natalee’s case. It just might crack him,” a Holloway family lawyer,
Vinda de Souza, told the AP.

A spokeswoman for Holloway’s mother, Beth, issued a statement saying she “extends her
deepest sympathy” to the Flores family “and prays for swift and sure justice.”

Holloway’s family has blamed Aruban authorities’ inaction on the influence of van der Sloot’s
father, a judge there who died in February.
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Van der Sloot put up no resistance when he was detained Thursday about halfway to the Pacific
coast from Santiago, said deputy Chilean investigative police spokesman Fernando Ovalle. When
brought in for questioning in Santiago, he was unshaven with closely cropped hair, khaki pants,
and a gray hooded sweat shirt.

Ovalle said it was likely van der Sloot would be expelled to Peru. Peruvian authorities issued an
arrest warrant for him through Interpol after learning van der Sloot had crossed into northern Chile
on Monday.

Van der Sloot checked into the room where Flores’ body was found May 14 after arriving on a
flight from Colombia, Guardia said. He was in Peru for a poker tournament and it appears he and
Flores met Saturday evening at Atlantic City, the Lima casino hosting the tourney, Guardia said.

The police chief said Flores was killed between 5 a.m. Sunday, when the victim and suspect were
seen entering his room by a hotel employee, and about 8:45 a.m., when he said two people saw
van der Sloot leave.

“Various things aren’t very clear,” Guardia said, among them the killer’s motive.

It certainly wasn’t money, he said. Van der Sloot had no problem paying for his escape to Chile.

He gave a truck driver 1,500 Peruvian soles ($525) to take him from Ica, a town south of Lima, to
the Chilean border, the driver, Luis Aparcana, said in a TV interview. He said van der Sloot didn’t
speak very good Spanish and carried two suitcases.

Aparcana said van der Sloot “was worried because he kept smoking cigarettes. He didn’t have a
cell phone but he had a laptop that he would take out, handle and then put back.”

Lawyers for van der Sloot could not immediately be reached for comment. On Wednesday, a
lawyer in New York who has represented him, Joe Tacopina, cautioned against a rush to
judgment.

“Joran van der Sloot has been falsely accused of murder once before. The fact is he wears a
bull’s-eye on his back now and he is a quote-unquote usual suspect when it comes to allegations
of foul play,” Tacopina said.

The Holloway case has followed many twists and turns.

Two years ago, a Dutch television crime reporter captured hidden-camera footage of van der
Sloot saying he was with Holloway when she collapsed on a beach from being drunk. He said he
believed she was dead and asked a friend to dump her body in the sea. Judges subsequently
refused to arrest van der Sloot on the basis of the tape.

Aruba’s attorney general, Taco Stein, said Thursday that the island would offer assistance to
investigators in Peru when van der Sloot arrives there.
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He said van der Sloot remains the only suspect in the Holloway case. “There is always hope,” he
said.
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Joran Van Der Sloot, the prime suspect in the murder of 21-year-old Tatiana Flores Stephany
Ramirez, in Peru has been captured by authorities in Chile, local media reported Thursday.

Van Der Sloot was also a suspect in the May 30, 2005 disappearance of Alabama teen Natalee
Holloway.
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On-the-lam Joran van der Sloot was collared yesterday by cops in Chile for allegedly killing a
Peruvian woman — and faces a sensational new US rap accusing him of trying to extort $250,000
to reveal the location of Natalee Holloway’s body in Aruba.

Van der Sloot, 22, shrugged off reporters as Chilean police walked him into a station house in the
capital of Santiago.

He had been stopped by eagle-eyed cops while trying to flee to the trendy tourist coastal town of
Vina del Mar.

VIDEO: VAN DER SLOOT ACCUSED OF EXTORTION

He had escaped Peru by paying a driver — a stranger who had no idea he was a fugitive — about
$600 to take him into Chile in his van. Once over the border, he rented the car he was in when
cops stopped him.

“He was very nervous,” the unwitting getaway van driver, Oswaldo Aparcana Pisconte, told Peru’s
El Comercio newspaper of the Dutch national, who the driver said was carrying cash and
suitcases and wearing shorts and white flip-flops.

“He hardly spoke and kept smoking cigarette after cigarette” throughout the several-hour drive,
Aparcana Pisconte said.

Van der Sloot, a Dutch national, was wanted in the brutal slaying of Stephany Flores in his Lima
hotel room Sunday.

NABBED: Joran van der Sloot, a suspect in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway five years ago, is escorted
by a Chilean police officer yesterday after his arrest in the slaying of a Peruvian woman.
AP
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He’ll be forced to walk across the border back to Peru today, a source told Reuters.

The killing came exactly five years after d Alabama teen Natalee Holloway disappeared on the
Caribbean island of Aruba after last being seen with him.

Hours after van der Sloot was caught, a federal prosecutor in Alabama announced stunning
extortion and fraud charges against him.

Authorities claim that on May 10, van der Sloot received $15,000 of a total demand of $250,000
from a person in Birmingham in exchange for his revealing the location of the 18-year-old
Holloway’s body in Aruba and information about her death.

Officials say any information he gave was bogus.

The person who paid the money was identified by Fox News Channel as Holloway’s mother,
Elizabeth Twitty, who lives in Birmingham.

US Attorney Joyce White Vance said the timing of her charges against van der Sloot was not
related to Flores’ death.

“They are strangely a coincidence. Our investigation has been going on for a period of about six
weeks,” Vance said.

Van der Sloot remains the prime suspect in Holloway’s disappearance despite never being
criminally charged.

After van der Sloot was arrested in Chile, Flores’ dad, circus impresario and former presidential
candidate Ricardo Flores, said, “I hope my daughter will be happy to know that this murderer is
going to pay for what he has done.”

Flores’ clothed body was discovered Wednesday morning face down in a blood-spattered hotel
room in which van der Sloot had begun staying on May 14. Her neck had been broken, and her
body, including her cervix, was badly bruised, cops said.

Van der Sloot’s New York lawyer, Joseph Tacopina, urged people not to assume his client had
killed Flores.

“There’s things about this that don’t make sense,” Tacopina told The Post yesterday. “This
happened Sunday, and the body wasn’t discovered until Wednesday? Do they clean the room?”

But Tacopina — who said van der Sloot had no role in Holloway’s presumed death — conceded
his client’s “conduct in the last two years has been nothing short of despicable.”

Tacopina noted that van der Sloot has sold at least one story to a media outlet that purports to
disclose what really happened to Holloway the night she disappeared. “By spinning these false
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stories about what happened, he’s brought such pain to the Holloway family and his own family,”
the lawyer said.

“He’s willing to do it because it’s cash in his pocket. And he has a gambling addiction, and he’s got
some sort of substance-abuse issue, marijuana at the very least.”

Flores last month told her cousin she had seen a TV special about van der Sloot and was
“shocked” by the Holloway case, the relative, Rafael Vertiz, said yesterday on NBC’s “Today.”

It is “unbelievable that this [is] happening to our family with the same person,” Vertiz said.

Flores — a lesbian who struggled with her parents’ disapproval of her sexuality and even flirted
with men to disguise it — had recently been dropping thousands of dollars per poker session, ex-
girlfriend Stephanie Jimenez told ABC’s “Good Morning America.”

“She knew something bad was going to happen to her regarding gambling, regarding this
environment,” Jimenez told the program. “She was afraid of something like this happening.”

Flores met van der Sloot Sunday night, when both were playing in a poker tournament at the
Atlantic City Casino in Lima, surveillance video shows.

Hours later, early Monday morning, Flores was seen entering van der Sloot’s room in the
Miraflores Hotel Tac in Lima.

About four hours later, van der Sloot checked out alone. According to Peruvian news accounts, he
used Flores’ keys to drive her vehicle about 50 blocks away, where he abandoned it.

Van der Sloot then came upon Aparcana Pisconte, who was driving a van with his brother and a
friend as passengers. The Dutchman offered the driver 1,500 soles — about $528 — to take him
from Lima to Nazca, near the Chilean border.

Once there, he paid another $100 to cross the border into Arica, Chile, which the van did at 3 p.m.
Monday, according to Chilean border authorities.

Additional reporting by Ginger Adams Otis, Isabel Vincent and
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Joran van der Sloot, the Dutchman suspected of murdering a Peruvian woman last week was in
custody Friday in Peru after being deported from Chile.

Van der Sloot, 22, was handed over to Peruvian police by Chilean officials at the border after
being flown from the Chilean capital Santiago one day after his arrest.

He also remains the prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance of Alabama teen Natalee Holloway
on the Dutch Caribbean island of Aruba. Flores was killed five years to the day after Holloway
disappeared. On Thursday, prosecutors in the U.S.. charged van der Sloot with extortion in
connection with the Holloway case.

Joran Van der Sloot (2nd R) is escorted by Chilean police officers to the border between Chile and Peru, in
Arica, north of Santiago.
REUTERS
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Wearing the same black-hooded sweat shirt and khaki pants in which he was arrested the day
before, van der Sloot was handcuffed and placed aboard a police Cessna 310 in the Chilean
capital, Santiago, on Friday morning. A fixture on television crime shows after Holloway’s
disappearance in Aruba, the 22-year-old did not speak to or look at reporters who called to him
Friday as he was escorted onto the plane.

Van der Sloot, who was seen on video with Flores prior to her death, fled Peru on Monday, but
was captured three days later by Chilean police as he was headed in a taxi from Santiago to the
Pacific coastal city of Vina del Mar. Police said he had rented a room there.

Flores was found dead late Tuesday in the Lima hotel room where van der Sloot had been staying
before he left the country. She had a broken neck. She was fully clothed, with multiple bruises and
scratches on her body, but there were no signs she had been sexually assaulted, the chief of
Peru’s criminal police, Gen. Cesar Guardia, told The Associated Press.

“The room was a complete mess,” he said in an interview. He added that no potential murder
weapon was found.

Peruvian police say they have video of van der Sloot and Flores together in the casino and
witnesses who saw the two enter the Dutchman’s hotel room.

“This isn’t a coincidence, this murder,” Flores’ father, Lima entertainment impresario Ricardo
Flores, told reporters after van der Sloot’s arrest Thursday.

Flores, a 48-year-old former race car driver and sometime politician, buried his daughter Thursday
in the upscale Jardines de la Paz cemetery accompanied by about 100 mourners. He called on
authorities to immediately bring van der Sloot to Peru to face justice.
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“It’s not just about my daughter,” he said. “There’s a matter pending in Aruba, and we don’t know
how many more remain unpunished.”

Also Thursday, van der Sloot was charged in Alabama with trying to extort $250,000 in return for
revealing the location of Holloway’s body and describing the circumstances of her death.

Federal prosecutors did not say who was allegedly extorted, but filed a sworn statement saying
that van der Sloot received a partial payment of $15,000 wired to a Netherlands bank.

In the Netherlands, Dutch prosecutors on Friday said they had raided two homes hunting for
evidence linked to the extortion charges. They seized computers, cell phones and data-storage
devices in the raid, which was carried out at the request of U.S. authorities, said national
prosecutor’s office spokesman Wim de Bruin.

Holloway was an 18-year-old who was celebrating her high school graduation on Aruba when she
disappeared May 30, 2005. Van der Sloot told investigators he left her on a beach, drunk. That’s
the last anyone saw of her.

Van der Sloot was twice arrested in her disappearance – and twice released for insufficient
evidence.

“If they have enough proof that he committed the crime in Peru, maybe, just maybe, that might
help to get him to confess in Natalee’s case. It just might crack him,” a Holloway family lawyer,
Vinda de Souza, told the AP.

A spokeswoman for Holloway’s mother, Beth, issued a statement saying she “extends her
deepest sympathy” to the Flores family “and prays for swift and sure justice.”

On May 14, Van der Sloot arrived in Peru on a flight from Colombia and checked into the room
where Flores’ body was later found, Gen. Guardia said. Van der Sloot was in Peru for a poker
tournament and it appears he and Flores met Saturday evening at Atlantic City, the Lima casino
hosting the tourney, Guardia said.

The police chief said Flores was killed between 5 a.m. Sunday, when the victim and suspect were
seen entering his room by a hotel employee, and about 8:45 a.m., when two people saw van der
Sloot leave.

“Various things aren’t very clear,” Guardia said, among them the killer’s motive.

It certainly wasn’t money, he said. Van der Sloot had no problem paying for his travel to Chile.

Truck driver Luis Aparcana said van der Sloot gave him 1,500 Peruvian soles ($525) to take him
from Ica, a town south of Lima, to the Chilean border. The Dutchman didn’t speak Spanish very
well and carried two suitcases, Aparcana said in a TV interview.
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Aparcana said van der Sloot appeared “worried, because he kept smoking cigarettes.”

“He didn’t have a cell phone but he had a laptop that he would take out, handle and then put
back.”

Lawyers for van der Sloot did not immediately comment.

The Holloway case has followed many twists and turns. Two years ago, a Dutch television crime
reporter captured hidden-camera footage of van der Sloot saying he was with Holloway when she
collapsed on a beach from being drunk. He said he believed she was dead and asked a friend to
dump her body in the sea. Judges subsequently refused to arrest van der Sloot on the basis of
the tape.

The journalist, Peter de Vries, reported later in 2008 that he had documented van der Sloot
recruiting Thai women in Bangkok for sex work in the Netherlands.
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The prime suspect in Natalee Holloway’s presumed death in Aruba was taken yesterday from
Chile to Peru to face charges of murdering a young woman there on the fifth anniversary of
Holloway’s disappearance.

Joran van der Sloot, 22, was handed over to Peruvian authorities at the Chilean border in the
afternoon after a flight from Santiago.

Officials there put him in a bulletproof vest before taking him to a police station.

“We are probably talking about a serial killer,” Peru’s Interior Minister Octavio Salazar said of van
der Sloot, who also faces new US charges of extortion for allegedly demanding $250,000 for
bogus information about the Holloway case.

A Dutch national, van der Sloot is accused of savagely killing 21-year-old Stephany Flores in his
Lima hotel room early Sunday — and stealing $5,000 of her gambling winnings — five years to
the day Holloway disappeared after being seen with him and two other men outside a nightclub in
Aruba.

The Dutchman told cops he did not kill Flores, but only “met her and at some point they went to a
casino,” a Chilean police spokesman said.

But the slain woman’s father scoffed at his denials.

“This isn’t a coincidence, this murder,” said Flores’ dad, Ricardo Flores. “It’s not just about my
daughter. There’s a matter pending in Aruba and we don’t know how many more remain

HANDOFF: Peruvian police take bulletproof-vest-clad slay suspect Joran van der Sloot after Chilean cops
dropped him at the border yesterday.
AFP/Getty Images
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unpunished.”

Officials in Lima said a tennis racket found in the room near Flores’ remains could be the murder
weapon. The victim’s heartbroken dad said he believes she was killed when she resisted sexual
advances from van der Sloot.

“There was violence, resistance to being raped — and there’s where she was murdered,” he said.
“This man cannot continue to be out in the world killing people. This man needs to pay for his
crimes.”

Holloway’s mother, Beth Twitty, yesterday issued a statement extending “her deepest sympathy”
to Flores’ family, and saying she “prays for swift and sure justice.”

And Holloway’s aunt, Marcia Twitty, told ABCNews.com, “What breaks everybody’s heart is this
guy had something to do with Natalee and could have been stopped five years ago.”

Flores, a lesbian whose father is a prominent businessman and former presidential candidate,
had met van der Sloot Sunday at the Atlantic City Casino in Lima, where the two were playing in a
poker tournament. Flores won around $5,000, according to press accounts.

Police also said van der Sloot invited Flores to his room in the Miraflores Hotel Tac to celebrate
her good fortune — but that a worker later heard them arguing in the room. Van der Sloot left the
hotel — alone — several hours later, and headed to Chile.

ABC News reported yesterday that van der Sloot had prepaid for 14 nights in the cheap room,
and told the hotel’s front desk not to allow anyone inside, including cleaning staff.

Police said a maid found Flores’ body lying face down on the floor in the room Tuesday night.
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LIMA, Peru — The lone suspect in the disappearance of U.S. teen Natalee Holloway was paraded
— moist-eyed and looking stunned — before reporters today as Peruvians denounced him and
detectives began interrogating him about the murder of a Lima student.

Joran van der Sloot arrived at criminal police headquarters in a brown Interpol SUV and was
escorted across an auditorium of shouting, shutter-snapping journalists three times.

Wearing a green bulletproof vest, his hands handcuffed behind him, the husky 22-year-old stared
straight ahead and didn’t respond to reporters’ questions or make eye contact.

Outside, seven Indian shamans in brightly colored ponchos repeatedly stabbed a cloth doll
representing van der Sloot in a “spiritual punishment” ritual. “We’re punishing him so that all the
forces of evil are purged,” one shouted.

About an hour earlier, onlookers yelled insults at the man who has dominated Peruvian front
pages as police switched cars south of the foggy coastal capital.

His interrogation began almost immediately, Gen. Cesar Guardia, chief of Peru’s criminal police,
told The Associated Press. Van der Sloot is suspected of killing 21-year-old Stephany Flores on
May 30 at his hotel room in the Peruvian capital

Police in neighboring Chile caught van der Sloot on Thursday and expelled him across the border
a day later. He was then driven 17 hours north in a police caravan.

PERP WALK -- Stephany Flores murder suspect Joran Van der Sloot is escorted by Peruvian police officers at
the police headquarters in Lima.
REUTERS
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Chilean police spokesman Fernando Ovalle said the Dutchman told them he did not kill Flores,
who was found battered with a broken neck.

But van der Sloot did acknowledge that “he met her and at some point they went to a casino,”
Ovalle said.

Police released video taken by hotel security cameras showing van der Sloot and his alleged
victim entering his hotel room together and the Dutchman later leaving alone with his bags.

Flores is seen trailing van der Sloot, her head bowed, after he is given his room key. She is in the
same attitude when she follows him into the room.

Van der Sloot is wearing a white, long-sleeved button-down shirt and jeans in the video. Flores
wears a dark sleeveless T-shirt and jeans and has her hair up.

Later video shows the Dutchman leaving the hotel in a patterned shirt, a day pack on his back and
a gym bag in his hand.

Gen. Guardia said that at 8:10 a.m., nearly an hour and a half before leaving the hotel, van der
Sloot walked across the street alone, bought bread and two cups of coffee at a supermarket and
returned to his hotel room.

Peru’s interior minister, Octavio Salazar, reminded reporters that the murder investigation was not
over: “We can’t rush the matter, nor can we give details concerning the event or that investigation
itself,” he told a brief news conference.

“In two weeks we’ll know if the girl had sexual relations or if there is alcohol in her blood,” Dr.
Cesar Tejada, the deputy Lima medical examiner, told The Associated Press in an interview. He
said toxicological reports should also be able to tell whether she was given a so-called “date rape”
drug. Flores’ father, Ricardo, told The Associated Press he believes van der Sloot drugged his
daughter.

The girl’s father told the AP that video cameras had also tracked the couple as they walked before
dawn Sunday to van der Sloot’s hotel from a casino in Lima’s upscale Miraflores district where the
two met playing poker.

She had dropped two girlfriends off at their homes several hours earlier. El Comercio, citing a
police report, said she sent a text message to one to tell her she was “walking up the stairs to my
bedroom.”

Guardia said he could not confirm that report.

Flores, a 48-year-old circus promoter and former race car driver, said he doesn’t want the death
penalty for van der Sloot, only justice. In Peru, murder carries a prison sentence of up to 35 years.
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Van der Sloot remains the prime suspect in the May, 30, 2005 disappearance of Alabama teen
Holloway on the Dutch island of Aruba. He was arrested and released in that case, and faces no
charges.

Flores told the AP in an interview at his home that the loss of his daughter may ensure that van
der Sloot is punished for that death.

“My daughter was an instrument for this girl (Holloway), so that there can be justice,” he said.
“He’s going to have to talk now.”

Van der Sloot also now faces criminal charges in the United States of trying to extort $250,000
from Holloway’s family in exchange for disclosing the location of Holloway’s body and describing
how she died.

U.S. prosecutors charged van der Sloot with the crime on Thursday, saying $15,000 was
transferred to a Dutch bank account in his name. In the Netherlands on Friday, prosecutors acting
on a U.S. request raided two homes seeking evidence in the case, seizing computers, cell phones
and data-storage devices.

President Alan Garcia told reporters on Friday that van der Sloot would have to be tried in
Stephany Flores’ death before any extradition request could be considered.

A college business student less than a year from graduation, Flores was found late Tuesday in the
Lima hotel room where van der Sloot had been staying since arriving in Peru on May 14 from
Colombia.

She was fully clothed, with multiple bruises and scratches on her body but no signs she had been
sexually assaulted, Guardia told the AP.

A tennis racket was found in the room “that could have been the murder weapon but that’s so far
not been proven,” said Tejada.

“My daughter resisted,” Flores told the AP. “Under the fingernails of my daughter there are traces,
evidence, that’s why they didn’t permit her cremation.” Flores said he expected her to be exhumed
for DNA testing, and Tejada said that was likely.

Holloway’s uncle, Paul Reynolds, told NBC’s “Today” show on Friday that the family hopes to see
van der Sloot behind bars and the Aruba case reopened.

Holloway, 18, was celebrating her high school graduation on Aruba when she disappeared. Van
der Sloot told investigators he left her on a beach, drunk. That’s the last anyone saw of her. Van
der Sloot was twice arrested in her disappearance — and twice released for insufficient evidence.

Two years ago, a Dutch television crime reporter captured hidden-camera footage of van der
Sloot saying that after Holloway collapsed on the beach he asked a friend to dump her body in the
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sea. But judges in Aruba ruled it insufficient to re-arrest him. The same journalist, Peter de Vries,
reported later in 2008 that van der Sloot was recruiting Thai women in Bangkok for sex work in the
Netherlands.
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It was 11 a.m. on the morning of May 30, 2005, when Natalee Holloway failed to show up in the
lobby of the Holiday Inn on Aruba, where she’d been on a class trip with 123 of her fellow high-
school seniors from Birmingham, Ala.

Her mother, Beth Twitty, got a call from one of the chaperones a few minutes after 11. She called
her husband — Natalee’s stepfather, Jug — her son Matt, then 16, and the FBI. By 10 that night,
she and Jug had landed in Aruba, and began searching for Natalee.

They quickly zeroed in on a well-to-do 17-year-old named Joran van der Sloot. Some of Natalee’s
classmates told Beth they had last seen her with van der Sloot at a bar.

TELLING PICTURE OF VAN DER SLOOT AND STEPHANY FLORES

Beth became convinced that van der Sloot murdered her daughter, whose body has never been
found. Beth has since kept up her public campaign against him — and the Aruban authorities she
feels botched the investigation.
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Now, with van der Sloot’s arrest last week in a 21-year-old Peruvian woman’s murder, the
question Beth Twitty has been asking for five years is being asked by another family: How could
this have happened?

VAN der Sloot was never charged in Natalee’s disappearance. Even more incredibly, after his
arrest in Chile on Thursday, US authorities announced they were charging van der Sloot with
extortion and fraud. He had allegedly told Beth that he would reveal the location of Natalee’s body
in exchange for $250,000.

The answer lies in Aruba’s attitude toward missing persons and assaults on foreign women and its
approach to criminal law. And a family that, in its grief, unwittingly hurt an investigation and
alienated a nation.

“If anyone reported that they’d been assaulted, it was a long, drawn-out process,” ex-FBI profiler
Clinton van Zandt told The Post.

A victimized tourist would “have to fly back and forth to Aruba several times — it was, like, ‘You
should consider yourself lucky [to be alive] and get yourself home on the next boat or plane.’ ”

Van der Sloot, he added, was well-known among authorities for “hanging out in bars and casinos,
targeting foreigners for sex, stalking young women. It was almost a laughing matter to police.”

The same night that Beth and Jug Twitty arrived in Aruba, they went with the cops to van der
Sloot’s house. Eventually, cops interrogated van der Sloot in his driveway as the Twittys and his
father, an Aruban attorney named Paulus, looked on.

This was one of the first mistakes investigators made — allowing a suspect to be interrogated in
the presence of a victim’s family.
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“That’s completely off the wall,” said former NYPD Detective Vernon Geberth, author of “The
Practical Homicide Investigation,” known to cops as the bible of murder-investigation techniques.

It would be very rare to have outside people present at an interrogation, and under no
circumstances should relatives of the victim be involved, Geberth said.

Julia Renfro, the editor in chief of the Aruba Daily who became close to Beth during the search for
Natalee, said Beth had told her of the interrogation.

“Beth herself said to me that Joran was talking, that everything was going smoothly,” Renfro
recalled.

But while van der Sloot was giving the cops his version of events — at first insisting he didn’t
know who Natalee was, then admitting he had met her at a nightclub — Jug suddenly laced into
van der Sloot, shutting him up.

Beth, Renfro said, knew van der Sloot was lying, but she felt the cops were getting somewhere,
that maybe they could get even more from him.

But, Renfro told The Post, “Jug got really loud and rowdy, cursing.”

Van der Sloot’s father ended the interrogation and was later reported to have advised his son, “No
body, no case.”

NATALEE’S mother and stepfather were also horrified to learn that Aruban authorities had a 48-
hour waiting period before declaring a person missing.

Beth began going on American TV the first day she was there and kept at it nightly. She
complained about the slow pace of the investigation and the laissez faire attitude displayed by
authorities.

Van der Sloot, along with Deepak and Satish Kalpoe, two brothers who had been with him the
night Natalee disappeared, were arrested two days later.

Under Aruban law, suspects can be jailed for up to 146 days without any evidence or even any
charges. Van der Sloot spent the maximum time allowed in prison, but investigators turned up
nothing incriminating.

“Nothing pointed to him,” Joe Tacopina, a New York attorney who represented van der Sloot, told
The Post. “They turned over every grain of sand looking for her. They dug the earth under his
house. They came in with a bulldozer and ripped apart the family pool.”

Meanwhile, Beth had been on American television daily, giving updates on the search for Natalee
and venting her frustration with Aruban authorities.

“The nightly rants on TV were hard,” Renfro said, “but people accepted it.”

26/07/2024 11:33 Blunders of hunt for Natalee Holloway

https://nypost.com/2010/06/06/blunders-of-hunt-for-natalee-holloway/ 3/10



Upon van der Sloot’s release, Aruban authorities continued to watch him and the Kalpoes, tapping
their cellphones and computers. They found nothing.

Beth, said Renfro, ramped up her public attacks on Aruban authorities.

“In the beginning, she wanted to make the world aware that Natalee was missing — there were 30
to 40 thousand tourists on that island,” Renfro said. “Then it started to be, ‘Aruba’s corrupt;
Aruba’s incompetent.’ ”

Beth hired a private investigator, the Georgia-based T.J. Ward, to conduct his own search. Renfro
said he was the one who poisoned Beth against the Arubans.

“A lot of his information was incorrect,” Renfro said. “He’d go back and say, ‘The father’s a big
judge with a lot of money,’ but he wasn’t anything special. It was very upsetting.”

Beth, Ward and Renfro “jumped on” every tip that came in and couldn’t understand why police
weren’t doing the same.

In hindsight, Renfro said, the cops were right not to follow what were clearly dozens of false leads.
But Beth’s frustration and panic was exacerbated, Renfro said, by the way Aruban authorities deal
with victims’ family members. In short: They don’t.

“The Dutch system is not transparent at all,” Renfro said. “It’s not corrupt; it’s just different, and
that can be very frustrating. The relatives have to sit and wait.”

In November 2005, Beth scheduled a press conference in Aruba, her biggest yet. She invited
members of the foreign press but kept out local journalists, and called for a boycott of Aruba,
which was later endorsed by TV host “Dr. Phil” McGraw.

That, said Renfro, was the moment Beth and her family lost the sympathies of Arubans.

“She told the world that Aruba allows criminals to walk on the beach with tourists, and to close
their borders to the subjects who harmed her daughter,” Renfro said.

“It was quite harmful, not just financially, but emotionally. Tourism is the main source of income for
the island, and these were the people who spent days and nights searching and praying for
Natalee. She really tarnished the image of the people. That’s when Arubans turned on her.”

The authorities, how ever, persisted in their attempt to prove van der Sloot’s guilt.

In Aruba, prosecutors must present new evidence in order to re-arrest a suspect. They didn’t have
it, but in 2007 they told a three-judge tribunal they were going to present old evidence that had
been examined using new technology. It was widely viewed as a flimsy premise, but the court
granted the motion.
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Prosecutors also made one last attempt at eliciting a confession: Authorities arrested all three
boys on the same day and at the same time in three different countries.

Continued surveillance had shown that the brothers hadn’t spoken to van der Sloot in a year and
a half and that they hadn’t discussed Holloway.

With no DNA evidence, no body and no crime scene, prosecutors thought their best chance was
in pitting each boy against the others and flipping someone.

“Nobody broke,” Renfro said. “They all told the same story.”

The three suspects all admitted to having met Holloway at a casino two days prior to her
disappearance.

Van der Sloot and the Kalpoes told police that on the night she vanished, they ran into her at a
popular restaurant and from there took her to the beach.

She and van der Sloot were kissing in the back of the car. The three young men initially said they
dropped Holloway at her hotel about 2 a.m.

Later, van der Sloot changed his story, saying he and Holloway were dropped off at a beach and
walked together for a while. He claimed he left her there alone because she wasn’t ready to leave
when he was.

After his 2007 arrest, van der Sloot spent seven days in jail.

According to Tacopina, van der Sloot’s former attorney, “The judges said, ‘This is over. There’s
never going to be any credible evidence.’ ”

Although van der Sloot was caught on tape in 2008 telling an undercover journalist that a friend of
his dumped Natalee’s body after she had convulsed and died, his statements were ruled
inadmissible.

NOT only was van der Sloot openly smoking pot on the tape, he never incriminated himself in her
death or disappearance. He’d also gone to the cops voluntarily and said that the journalist had
paid him in exchange for the conversation and that everything he had said was a lie.

Last week, FBI officials in Alabama charged van der Sloot with trying to extort $250,000 from an
unnamed person.

“He extorted, or attempted to extort someone, an individual, in exchange for the location of
Natalee Holloway’s remains and information about her death,” said Peggy Sanford, spokeswoman
for the US Attorney’s Office in Birmingham, where Holloway’s mother lives.

According to the federal complaint, van der Sloot, 22, had been wired $15,000 on May 10. The
money had been sent to a Netherlands bank.
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Officials say any information he gave was bogus.

Additional reporting by Ginger Adams Otis
and Philip Messing

maureen.callahan@nypost.com
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The epiphany hit Lance Somerfeld in the nose like a toxic diaper. The Upper East Sider walked
into his “Mommy and Me” class with son Jake. Everyone tried not to stare.

“There was a lot of talk about milestones. And breast-feeding. It was in your face, ” said Lance,
36. “It was just me and the girls.”

That was two years and many tears (his) ago. Now, Somerfeld has so much testosterone to keep
him company in the playground, you’d think every warm day featured a prison break.

You see them all over the city, shoveling organic mush in babies’ faces, pushing ergonomic
strollers, or strapping wee ones to muscular chests. Not long ago, moms warned tots to steer
clear of the creepy man in the corner. Now, stay-at-home dads — known by the bummer acronym
SAHDs — are a rapidly growing, underground demographic. They’re repped by a handful of blogs
and organizations, like NYC Dads Group, which Somerfeld started when he began to go nuts. It
now claims 220 members, mostly in Manhattan.

SAHDs even have a celebrity: Todd Palin. Chucklehead comics George Lopez and Joy Behar
emasculated the former First Dude of Alaska for sport.

BREAKING NEWS
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Lopez: “When I was a kid, those guys were called bums.”

Behar: “They’re still called bums.”

Ouch. How do you kick the image of professional wuss?

With the economy struggling and many wives making more dough than their hubs, dads decide to
stay home for economic reasons: Hiring a nanny can cost an entire salary. And many couples
believe that a parent is the best caregiver for a baby, even a parent incapable of nursing.

Biology, as I’ve learned from hanging out with these dads in Central Park, does not determine a
new parent’s propensity to be neurotic.

Ed Drossman (pictured), of the Upper West Side, walked away from a job in advertising to be a
full-time dad to Zachary, nearly 1. He’s been clubbed by the breast-feeding nazis over his son’s
lack of mommy’s milk. It made him defensive.

“Some people say, ‘Oh, you’re giving him Similac.’ He’s growing!” Ed appealed to the mommy
police. “I must be doing something right!”

The most recent census data, from 2006, shows that 159,000 American men took care of kids full
time — a number that shot up like a rocket from 2003, when just 98,000 dads stayed home.

But out of embarrassment or denial, the number of dads who write “mommy” as a job description
is woefully underreported, researchers say. Aaron Rochlen, of the University of Texas, puts the
number of men who make caring for kids their primary mission at 2 million. In recent days, SAHDs
have clearly surged.
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“You see more dads pushing strollers around noon, something I didn’t see a year ago,” said
Lance. A former corporate financial officer and New York City teacher, he meant to go back to
work after a year of diaper duty.

“I enjoyed it so much that I’m on Year Two.”

Upper West Sider Patrick Spillman, 40, was laid off from his job as director of coffee for
FreshDirect when he chose to stay home with Grace, 2, as his wife worked. Now he’s in it for at
least five years.

“This is hard work!” said Patrick.

Drossman said, “I don’t do anything for myself. I don’t go to the gym. But I’m better equipped to
haul babies around New York City than the ladies. To lift strollers into the subways!”

Whipping a cutting board from a backpack and slicing up fruit, he added, “Zachy loves
blueberries. I’m afraid of choking.”

Jovi Alegrado, 35, of the Upper East Side, watches son Lucas, 2½, and a 5-year-old daughter, but
gets a hard time from his Filipino family, which calls him the dreaded Mr. Mom.

“My sisters tell me I’m trying to escape responsibility,” he said. “I’m content. I’m OK with it.”

A crime against nature? Or fair turnabout?

Underappreciated and underpaid, dads are storming the nursery. One thing’s for certain — these
guys don’t whine about their lot in life, as feminists do.

Father’s Day is June 20. Be nice to a stay-at-home dad. He deserves your respect.

TIME TO SMOKE OUT NANNY-STATE EXCESS

The city’s vicious nanny brigade is ruining my day, my lunch and my mental health. Finally,
someone is trying to do something about it.

Makers of Marlboro, Camel and Newport cigarettes are suing to stop the Board of Health
from forcing store owners to hang gross-out posters showing diseased organs with the
words, “Quit Smoking Today.” For once, I see eye to eye with the merchants of death.

Only one who’s been comatose for 50 years doesn’t know smoking can kill you. Does my
kid need to see photographic evidence each time she buys an apple?

Lose the posters.

He isn’t in Aruba anymore
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Karma’s a bitch if your name is Joran van der Sloot.

At 22, the Dutch creep is the prime suspect in the gruesome bludgeoning murder of a woman in
Peru. He’s also in trouble in the United States for allegedly trying to sell details of the still-unsolved
Natalee Holloway disappearance, from which he skated away five years ago without a scratch.

Clueless officials in Aruba bent over backward back then to give the laddie every break in the
case of the missing Alabama blonde. But Joran’s gambling and drug addictions seem to be
making him loopy. He’s in deep doo-doo in Peru, a country where they tend not to indulge
arrogant party boys. Authorities instead throw troublemakers, like Manhattan terrorist Lori
Berenson, in the hole.

Call it ‘Sex and the Citi, Too’

Hot single mommy Debrahlee Lorenzana says she was fired by Citigroup for being the most
bodacious banker in New York. To prove she was a victim of male bosses’ reactions to her
hotitude, Lorenzana, whose lawyer insists she’d look smoking in a burqa, posed for peek-a-boo
glamour shots that showed off her assets.

A steamed Citi shot back that the only double-D from which Lorenzana suffered was the rating on
her job performance. Can a reality show be far behind?

Suri we had to see that

Suri Cruise scares me. The cutie-pie progeny of Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes favors blood-red
lipstick, never wears the same dress twice, and amassed 100 pairs of shoes, including foot-
punishing kitten heels — all at the tender age of 3.

Now 4, the designer tot won’t settle for finger-painting. Although she can’t yet read, Suri was seen
at a Manhattan restaurant playing with a drawing program on a pricey iPad while her parents ate.

I shudder to think what little Suri will do at age 6.

Teachers v. students equals a kickin' start to summer fun ...READ NEXT
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Jet-setting murder suspect Joran van der Sloot will be grounded in a Peruvian jail cell all week
while cops build a homicide case against him, officials said yesterday.

A judge ruled that detectives can keep the Dutch playboy behind bars as they gather evidence in
the murder of Stephany Flores, 21, of Lima.

Van der Sloot was the prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance of Alabama teen Natalee
Holloway, who vanished in Aruba during a senior-class trip.

In a creepy quirk of fate, Flores was killed May 30, five years to the day after Holloway vanished.

Holloway and van der Sloot were seen together shortly before she disappeared. Her body has
never been found. In the Lima case, police have released surveillance footage from a hotel
showing van der Sloot and Flores entering his room, but only van der Sloot leaving. Flores’ body
was later found inside, beaten almost beyond recognition.

BREAKING NEWS
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Sloot
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Van der Sloot was nabbed in Chile and delivered to a jail in Lima on Saturday.
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Beth Holloway, the mother of teenager Natalee Holloway who disappeared in 2005, announced
the launch of a resource center for families of missing persons Tuesday, FOX News Channel
reported.

Holloway told reporters at the event she was keeping the Flores family in Peru, whose daughter
was allegedly murdered last week by the same Dutch man suspected in the disappearance and
death of Natalee, “in our hearts and in our prayers.”

BREAKING NEWS

Holloway’s mom launches resource
center for families of missing
persons
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Beth Holloway participates in the launch of the Natalee Holloway Resource Center.
Getty Images
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Joran van der Sloot, 22, reportedly confessed to the May 30 murder of Stephany Flores Ramirez
on Monday. He was arrested in Chile on Thursday and handed over to Peruvian authorities
Friday.

The Natalee Holloway Resource Center (NHRC) is aimed at assisting the families of missing
persons with action plans, publicity help and media liaisons.

“We are happy that Peru was so proactive about getting something down,” Janine Vaccarello from
the National Museum of Crime & Punishment (NMCP), said at the press conference. The
Resource Center will be based at the NMCP in Washington, D.C.

A high-ranking Peruvian government official told NBC News Monday that van der Sloot had
confessed to Flores’ murder. A report in La Republica newspaper in Peru said he broke Flores’
neck after he found her using his laptop computer without his permission.

Van der Sloot was a key suspect in the disappearance of Natalee, who disappeared at the age of
18 during a high school graduation trip to Aruba in 2005. He was arrested twice for her
disappearance, but charges were never brought against him due to a lack of evidence. Natalee’s
body was never found.

Cuomo sues companies that scammed Haitian earthquake victi...READ NEXT
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Now that Joran van der Sloot has confessed to killing a young woman in his hotel room in Peru,
Natalee Holloway’s father said today that the Dutchman should tell authorities everything he
knows about the Alabama teen who went missing in Aruba five years ago.

In an interview with ABC’s “Good Morning America” Dave Holloway said: “He’s confessed to this
one, but I’d like for him to tell everyone what happened [with my daughter].”

“Hopefully justice is served this time,” he said.

Police in Lima said Monday that Van der Sloot admitted killing 21-year-old Stephany Flores.

BREAKING NEWS
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Sloot should tell all
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VAN DER SLOOT CONFESSES

A few drinks — and a mugging!READ NEXT
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Joran van der Sloot, the prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance of American teen Natalee
Holloway, reportedly confessed to murdering Stephany Flores in Peru after she grabbed his laptop
and learned about his connection to Holloway’s disappearance.

“I did not want to do it. The girl intruded into my private life,” van der Sloot told Peruvian
authorities, according to La Republica newspaper.

He said he became enraged after Flores snatched his computer, snapping her neck and striking
her, the paper said.

“She had no right,” he reportedly griped to investigators. “She was scared, we argued, she tried to
escape and I grabbed her by the neck and hit her.”

The Dutch playboy was nabbed last week in the brutal slaying of Flores, 21 — who was murdered
five years to the day after Holloway, 18, vanished while on a class trip to Aruba.

Fox News, citing Peruvian media, reported that van der Sloot spilled the beans in order to get a
reduced jail sentence.

Van der Sloot, 22, met Flores, a business student, while gambling at a casino in Lima.

Officials released hotel security video footage of the two entering his room. Three hours later, he
exited alone.

Joran van der Sloot (left), was the prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance of American teen Natalee Holloway
(top right). He has confessed to murdering Stephany Flores (bottom right).
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He then told hotel employees not to go into his room, for which he had paid in advance for another
two weeks.

After the slaying, van der Sloot hopped into a cab, paid the driver about $600 in cash and chain-
smoked all the way to Chile.

Last Thursday, van der Sloot was captured and sent back to Peru, where he was paraded in front
of television cameras wearing a bulletproof vest.

Initially, he told investigators that he had met Flores but had nothing to do with her death.

The same day that he was nabbed for the murder, he was charged by federal prosecutors in
Alabama with trying to extort $250,000 from Holloway’s mom, Elizabeth Twitty, telling her that he
knew where her daughter’s body was buried.

In 2008, van der Sloot confessed to murdering Holloway to a Dutch reporter.

Two years later, a Dutch newspaper reported that van der Sloot had said Holloway fell off a
balcony while drunk.

Van der Sloot’s New York lawyer Joseph Tacopina did not return an email for comment.

With Candace Amos and Ginger Adams Otis

Our official field guide to defeating incumbentsREAD NEXT

26/07/2024 11:33 Joran: I brutally murdered Peru gal

https://nypost.com/2010/06/08/joran-i-brutally-murdered-peru-gal/ 3/8



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

BREAKING NEWS

Van der Sloot confesses; killed girl
after she found out about Holloway:
reports

U S  N E WS

By Post Staff Report

Published June 8, 2010, 4:14 a.m. ET

LOG IN

26/07/2024 11:32 Van der Sloot confesses; killed girl after she found out about Holloway: reports

https://nypost.com/2010/06/08/van-der-sloot-confesses-killed-girl-after-she-found-out-about-holloway-reports/ 1/7

207



Joran van der Sloot has confessed to snapping the neck of a Peruvian woman, enraged that she
touched his computer without permission and found out he was suspected in the disappearance
of Natalee Holloway’s in Aruba, NBC News and a Spanish-language newspaper are reporting.

Van der Sloot, 22, confessed to the May 30 murder of Stephany Flores in the presence of a
prosecutor and a lawyer, La Republica newspaper reported. A high-ranking government official
later confirmed the confession to NBC.

“I did not want do it. The girl intruded into my private life,” Van der Sloot said, according to La
Republica.

Joran Van der Sloot.
REUTERS
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Van der Sloot was arrested Thursday, after being on the run for five days, and dragged back to
Peru over the weekend.

Police released video Saturday taken by security cameras at the hotel where van der Sloot had
been staying since arriving from Colombia on May 14. It shows the two entering van der Sloot’s
room together and the Dutchman leaving alone four hours later.

The woman’s battered body was found on the room’s floor more than two days later, her neck
broken. Van der Sloot had by then crossed into Chile, where he was arrested Thursday.

In video taken of the husky 22-year-old Dutchman that was broadcast Sunday by a TV channel,
Peruvian police search van der Sloot’s belongings in his presence.

They pull out of his backpack a laptop, a business-card holder and 15 bills in foreign currency. Van
der Sloot tells police the money includes Thai, Cambodian and Bolivian currency. He is asked for
credit cards and documents and appears to say — his Spanish is very rudimentary — that they
are in a hotel room back in Chile.

Van der Sloot remains the prime suspect in the Holloway’s apparent murder, even though he has
never been prosecuted.

Aruban authorities didn’t prosecute van der Sloot even after he was caught on video saying he
had asked a friend to dump Holloway’s body. The Alabama woman’s family was outraged by how
Aruban authorities handled the case, and now the family of another young woman wants to make
sure they get justice.

“This isn’t a coincidence, this murder,” Stephany Flores’ anguished father, Lima entertainment
impresario Ricardo Flores, told reporters after van der Sloot’s arrest.
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Federal agents trying to build an extortion case against Joran van der Sloot secretly gave him the
cash that wound up funding his trip to Peru, where he killed a young woman exactly five years
after the disappearance of Natalee Holloway, The Post has learned.

Van der Sloot tried to shake down Holloway’s mother by offering information about her daughter’s
2005 disappearance, and agents decided to set him up with a $25,000 payoff, a source told The
Post yesterday.

An intermediary acting under the direction of the FBI gave van der Sloot the dough in Aruba on
May 10 — and four days later, he flew to Peru, where he allegedly murdered 21-year-old
Stephany Flores in his Lima hotel room.

Van der Sloot was free to travel because after the money was given to the 22-year-old Dutch
national, the feds didn’t promptly file charges against him. US authorities also did not ask that he
be detained in Aruba, even after officials there warned that he was about to leave the island, the
source said.

The failure to stop van der Sloot shocked and infuriated Holloway’s mom, Beth Twitty. She had
been “told that an arrest was going to happen before he left” Aruba, where he was the last person
believed to have seen Holloway alive when she vanished, the source said.

Van der Sloot took his payola from the feds — a $15,000 wire transfer and $10,000 in cash — and
went to Peru to play poker, the source said.

HI-TECH VILLAIN: Van der Sloot -- here with a similar laptop -- allegedly confessed to killing Flores after she
spied on his background using a computer.
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It was only last Thursday — hours after van der Sloot was nabbed on the lam in Chile for Flores’
murder — that federal prosecutors in Alabama announced they were charging him with extortion
and wire fraud in the Holloway shakedown.

Van der Sloot has confessed to beating Flores and breaking her neck in his hotel room on May 30
— the fifth anniversary of Holloway’s disappearance — according to the confession he gave
Peruvian police.

The suspect said he attacked Flores — whom he had met at a Lima poker tournament —
because she had looked at his laptop computer without permission and found information about
his role in the Holloway case.

“I did not want to do it,” van der Sloot told cops, according to La Republica newspaper. “The girl
intruded in my private life. She had no right.

“I confronted her. She was frightened, we argued, and she wanted to get away. I grabbed her by
the neck and hit her.”

Van der Sloot is expected to recreate the crime at the scene for cops today.

A coroner in Lima said Flores likely had been beaten to death with a tennis racket found in the
room. A source told CNN that van der Sloot admitted to being high on marijuana during the vicious
assault.

Twitty yesterday refused to comment on either the extortion case or Flores’ murder, as she
appeared at Washington’s National Museum of Crime and Punishment, where she was opening
the Natalee Holloway Resource Center for families of missing loved ones.

But Twitty said, “Let’s all . . . keep the Flores family in our hearts and in our prayers.”

Van der Sloot and two other men from Aruba are the last known people to have been with the 18-
year-old Holloway before she vanished during a high-school graduation trip to the Caribbean
island.

Van der Sloot was arrested twice by Aruban authorities, but was never charged because of lack of
evidence.

Over the years, he has made a series of sometimes conflicting statements about what happened
to the Alabama teen.

Then, around March 29, he contacted high-profile New York lawyer John Kelly, who had
represented Holloway’s mom in an ultimately unsuccessful lawsuit against van der Sloot.

“Joran reached out and said something like, ‘My dad died, and we need some cash. If you guys
give me some money, I’ll come clean, and give you the whole story’ ” about Holloway, according to
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one source.

Van der Sloot’s dad, a lawyer in Aruba, died while playing tennis there in February.

The suspect originally demanded $250,000 from Twitty, an Alabama resident, in exchange for his
information, according to federal authorities.

After some negotiation, a source said, a meeting was arranged in Aruba between van der Sloot
and someone who was ostensibly acting on Twitty’s behalf.

That meeting was secretly videotaped by the FBI, the source said.

At the meeting, Twitty’s representative “gave him $10,000 in cash” and had another $15,000 wired
— purportedly from the mom to a financial institution in Aruba, which is a territory of the
Netherlands.

Van der Sloot “counted the money twice,” the source said.

“It was sting money, it was the FBI’s money,” the source said.

“The f- – -ed-up part is, why didn’t they arrest him then and there?” the source said.

An Interpol document says that in exchange for the money, van der Sloot showed the
intermediary a house where Holloway’s remains were supposedly hidden, CNN reported.

But records soon showed that the house wasn’t even built when she disappeared — and van der
Sloot immediately confessed that he had been lying, the news channel said.

Shortly after that meeting, “the FBI was warned by Aruban authorities that he was leaving the
country,” the source said. “And the FBI apparently did nothing.”

“I did hear that [Holloway’s family] was p- – -ed off. They were told that an arrest was going to
happen before he left. And he left,” the source said. “[Twitty] was pretty upset.

“This would have given them the opportunity to have their day in court with him in the United
States.”

Instead, van der Sloot arrived in Peru on May 14.

There, he met Flores, the daughter of a local businessman and politician, and spent several days
with her before killing her, the source said.

Asked yesterday why prosecutors didn’t charge him sooner, US Attorney spokeswoman Peggy
Sanford said, “We did not obtain an arrest warrant until we had sufficient evidence to support the
charges.”
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Asked what additional evidence authorities needed to obtain, she said, “I just can’t comment on
that.”

An FBI spokesman refused to comment.

The Interpol document states that the feds have asked Peru to start the extradition process to
bring van der Sloot to the United States, CNN said.

Additional reporting by Geoff Earle in Washington

dan.mangan@nypost.com

Open studio day was hotREAD NEXT

SPONSORED STORIES

Elektriciteitsbedrijven verwonderd:
Expert onthult ingenieuze ‘zonnetruc’
beste zonnepanelen

[Photos] 27 photos gênantes qu'il est
difficile d'oublier
18+ Bloopers trop bons pour être coupés
Reporter Center

26/07/2024 11:31 FBI cash funded shoot ‘slay’ trip

https://nypost.com/2010/06/09/fbi-cash-funded-shoot-slay-trip/ 5/9



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

BREAKING NEWS

Joran van der Sloot sipped espresso
and ate cake with dead body: report

U S  N E WS

By Post Wire Report

Published June 9, 2010, 5:45 p.m. ET

LOG IN

26/07/2024 11:31 Joran van der Sloot sipped espresso and ate cake with dead body: report

https://nypost.com/2010/06/09/joran-van-der-sloot-sipped-espresso-and-ate-cake-with-dead-body-report/ 1/7

209



Joran van der Sloot is a sick man with a bad case of the munchies.

The details of his alleged confession to the murder of a 21-year-old woman inside a hotel room in
Peru included sipping an espresso and chowing down on sponge cake while the bloodied body of
Stephany Flores lay on the floor just a few feet away, according to a chilling new report.

Van der Sloot had even debated whether to take the body with him and dump it in the ocean.

“I was going to use one of the traveling bags to take the body out of the hotel, but I didn’t do it
because I was afraid that I would be detained leaving the hotel with my baggage and not paying
the bill,” Van der Sloot told police, according to the Peruvian daily newspaper La Republica. “I
didn’t because I was too afraid to be confronted.”

Joran van der Sloot in custody.
AP

26/07/2024 11:31 Joran van der Sloot sipped espresso and ate cake with dead body: report

https://nypost.com/2010/06/09/joran-van-der-sloot-sipped-espresso-and-ate-cake-with-dead-body-report/ 2/7



FBI CASH FUNDED ‘SLAY’ TRIP

PHOTOS: THE VAN DER SLOOT SAGA

The 22-year-old also swallowed several amphetamine pills as he pondered what to do next.

Van der Sloot then showered, got dressed and fled the room, just three hours after he’d arrived at
the hotel with Flores, and fled, according to surveillance video released by authorities in Peru.

Van der Sloot had thought about getting rid of the body by dumping it in the ocean, cops believe
after finding maps charting currents in his backpack when he was arrested in Chile a few days
later.

This comes as two federal law enforcement officials say US authorities paid van der Sloot
$15,000 in a sting operation and delayed arresting him because they were trying to help build a
murder case against him in the 5-year-old unsolved slaying of Natalee Holloway in Aruba.

During that delay, van der Sloot arrived in Lima, Peru, on May 14 from Colombia and authorities
said he has confessed to last week’s killing of a 21-year-old business student in his hotel room
there.

The law enforcement officials say the investigation into Holloway’s unsolved murder was revived
about six weeks ago when van der Sloot reached out to an individual close to Holloway’s mother
in Alabama and requested $250,000 in exchange for disclosing the burial site of Holloway’s body
on the island of Aruba.

Van der Sloot apparently killed Flores after she had snooped on his lap top information that tied
him to Holloway’s disappearance.
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Police moved Joran van der Sloot to a cell at the prosecutor’s office today as officials prepared to
file charges following what they called a remarkably complete confession in the beating and
strangling death of a 21-year-old woman.

“We’ve practically closed the case,” criminal police chief Gen. Cesar Guardia told The Associated
Press.

Sheathed in a bulletproof vest, the young Dutchman was driven less than a mile across central
Lima during rush hour in a police caravan escorted by motorcycle officers.

The move came as casino surveillance video was released today showing Stephany Flores
meeting up with van der Sloot at a poker table early in the morning, hours before she was
murdered.

BREAKING NEWS
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In the video, van der Sloot walks up to a poker table alone but is soon joined by Flores. They
shake hands and she sits down next to him. They laugh and play cards.

READ THE ALA. AFFIDAVIT FROM VAN DER SLOOT EXTORTION CASE

At 5:12 a.m., they leave. Minutes later, van der Sloot led her into his hotel room, where he has told
police that he killed her.

Guardia said van der Sloot, who also remains the lone suspect in the Natalee Holloway missing-
teenager case, “confessed with a wealth of details that have been corroborated through criminal
investigative rigor.”

Guardia denied any suggestion that van der Sloot’s confession was forced. He said a translator
assigned by the Dutch Embassy was present, as was a state-appointed defense attorney.

If tried and convicted on murder charges, van der Sloot would face from 15 to 35 years in prison.

What remains unresolved is the May 30, 2005 disappearance of Holloway on the Caribbean
island of Aruba.

Efforts by the FBI to try to resolve it may have inadvertently helped fund the travel that enabled
the murder — exactly five years to the day after the Alabama teen vanished — of Lima business
student Stephany Flores.

Believing it was closing in on van der Sloot, the FBI videotaped and paid him $25,000 in a sting
operation in Aruba last month, investigators told the AP. But it held off on arresting him, and he
took the money and flew to Peru.
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Peruvian interrogators restricted their questioning of Van der Sloot to the case of Flores, the
daughter of a circus promoter and former race car driver whom he met playing poker at a casino,
Guardia said.

He told the AP in an interview Wednesday evening that the 6-foot-3 (190-centimeter-tall) van der
Sloot, 22, impressed investigators with both his intelligence and brutality.

“He grabbed her and smashed her with an elbow,” Guardia said, pointing to his own nose. “A lot of
blood spewed out … Then he strangles her and throws her to the floor.”

“He is irascible. He has no self-control,” Guardia said.

The general said van der Sloot took Flores’ cash, about US$300 worth of Peruvian currency, two
credit cards and her national ID card. He apparently also took her Jeep Cherokee, which was
found abandoned blocks away in a lower-class neighborhood.

Guardia said Van der Sloot attested in his confession to killing Flores because she found out
about the Aruba case by using his laptop without his permission. But he said police didn’t
necessarily believe him and think he may have killed Flores before going out and returning to the
room with two cups of coffee and rolls.

“This guy is very intelligent but at times has lapses,” said Guardia. “And the truth is that he is not a
person in possession of all his senses.”

A psychological examination is pending, he said.

Van der Sloot is also getting plenty to eat, Guardia said. “If he wants a steak we give him a steak
… If he wants a cigarette we give him cigarettes.”

The evidence against the Dutchman includes hotel security camera video showing Flores and
Van der Sloot entering his hotel room together and the Dutchman leaving alone four hours later.

Security camera video from the Atlantic Casino where the two met shows Flores arriving at a
poker table where Van der Sloot is sitting with other players, shaking his hand as if they’d met
before and then taking the seat next to him. The two later leave together.

“The incriminatory elements were so powerful that he had to confess,” said Guardia.

Van der Sloot confessed, police say, on his third full day in police custody and a full week after he
fled into northern Chile.

He was charged with extortion in the United States on June 2, the day of his arrest in Chile, in a
case U.S. law officers and a private investigator say stemmed from work revived in April when
Van der Sloot contacted a lawyer for Holloway’s mother. The Dutchman was seeking $250,000 in
exchange for the location of the young woman’s body, they said.

Van der Sloot’s father died in February and he “wanted to come clean, but he also wanted
money,” said the private investigator Bo Dietl, who also told the CBS “Early Show” today that van
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der Sloot is a “homicidal maniac.”

Holloway’s family said they wanted closure and the attorney, John Kelly, contacted the FBI. It sent
10 to 12 agents to Aruba who set up a sting operation, added Dietl, who works with Kelly.

In the operation, Van der Sloot was given $10,000 in cash — another $15,000 was wired to a
bank account in his name — and told he’d get $225,000 once the body was found, the
investigator said.

Van der Sloot was secretly videotaped by the FBI in an Aruba hotel telling Kelly he pushed
Holloway down, she hit her head on a rock and died, he added.

He said he then contacted his father, who helped him bury the body, Dietl added.

Under surveillance by the FBI, Kelley and Van der Sloot went to where the body supposedly was
buried.

No body has been found.

The investigation of Van der Sloot in the Holloway case was simply not far enough along to have
him arrested, the FBI and the U.S. attorney’s office in Birmingham said Wednesday.

However, Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy quickly asked FBI Director Robert
Mueller for an explanation of “exactly what happened in this case and the basis for all actions
taken by the FBI.”

The federal criminal complaint in the case says Van der Sloot got a partial payment of $15,000
wired to a Netherlands bank on or around May 10.

It did not say where the money came from.

In a statement Wednesday, the FBI said only that the payment came from private funds.
Holloway’s mother, Beth Twitty, has refused to discuss details of the case and Dietl said he didn’t
know the money’s origin.

Van der Sloot was the last person seen with her daughter before the girl vanished on the last night
of a high school graduation trip. He was arrested twice but released both times for a lack of
evidence.

Flores’ family was asked Wednesday for comment on the fact that Van der Sloot traveled to Peru
less than a week after receiving the cash in the extortion sting.

Enrique Flores, one of the slain Peruvian woman’s brothers, said, “My sister is dead, so I can’t
accomplish anything by thinking about what might have been.”

“Neither I nor the family are thinking about all the things that could have happened but did not.”
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He’s the very portrait of a cold-blooded killer.

Chilling new details from Joran van der Sloot’s confession to cops reveal he sat on the edge of his
hotel bed in Lima, Peru, sipping espresso and munching on cake just minutes after savagely
killing a local woman whose body lay on the floor.

As he noshed on his post-murder breakfast early on May 30, van der Sloot — long suspected of
murdering Alabama teen Natalee Holloway in Aruba five years ago that very day — tried to figure
out what to do with Stephany Flores’ bloodied corpse.

As blood oozed from her head — and as one of her eyes dangled out of a socket — he ate four
sponge cakes.

THE VICTIMS: American Natalee Holloway (left) disappeared in Aruba in 2005 and Stephany Flores was
murdered in Peru last week.
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But apparently, the caffeine and sugar buzz wasn’t enough, van der Sloot told Peruvian
detectives, according to La Republica newspaper in Lima. So he popped three amphetamine pills
to stay alert and ward off the exhaustion he felt from playing poker with Flores at a nearby casino
into the early-morning hours.

Van der Sloot even considered a gruesome plan to smuggle the body of the 21-year-old woman
out of his room, and possibly to a nearby beach, where it could be dumped into the ocean.

“I was going to use one of my suitcases to get rid of the body, but I didn’t do it because I was
afraid that I would be detained leaving the hotel with my baggage and not paying the bill,” he later
told cops.

Van der Sloot thought some more about what to do. And then he acted — changing out of the
clothes he wore while he was bashing Flores with a tennis racket, showering and putting on a pair
of blue pants and a striped polo shirt. He strapped on a backpack containing his laptop, and
walked out of the hotel room shortly before 9 a.m., leaving behind Flores’ body to rot for three
days before hotel workers grew suspicious and entered the room.

Flores’ slaying not only came exactly five years after Holloway was last seen in van der Sloot’s
company, but Peruvian police have said it was Flores’ curiosity about her that got her killed.

And it was also the Holloway case that allowed van der Sloot to travel to Peru last month.

The Post revealed yesterday that van der Sloot in late March contacted a lawyer for Holloway’s
mother, Beth Twitty, saying he needed money, and asked for $250,000 in exchange for revealing
the location of the teen’s body in Aruba and how she died.
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On May 10, he met with someone he believed to be Twitty’s representative in Aruba, was given
$10,000 in cash, and had another $15,000 transferred to a financial institution there. He would
receive the balance when they found Holloway’s body.

Unbeknownst to him, the FBI had contacted Twitty and secretly videotaped the shakedown
payment, which used private funds.

Days later, using some or all of that money, he flew to South America and arrived in Peru on May
14.

Shortly afterward, he met Flores, the daughter of a prominent businessman and politician, in Lima.

Like van der Sloot, Flores was obsessed with poker, and they gambled together in the Atlantic City
Casino, which is owned by a friend of Flores’ influential father, Ricardo Flores Sr.

But the good fortune that allowed him to line his pockets with the Holloway blood money quickly
ran out.

Van der Sloot apparently lost most of his money gambling.

Unlike him, Flores won big that night playing poker.

After chatting and drinking with him, Flores drove van der Sloot in her Jeep to the Miraflores Hotel
Tac, where they went to his room at about 5:20 a.m. on May 30.

Van der Sloot had slipped a date-rape drug into her drink at the casino, and after she complained
of feeling unwell, he invited her back to his room, the National Enquirer reported.

A wrapper from a date-rape pill later was found in her abandoned car, her dad said. Cops believe
that van der Sloot tried to have sex with Flores in his room but that she rebuffed him by saying
she was a lesbian, the Enquirer said. Both of them slept until about 8 a.m., when van der Sloot got
up, and went out to a nearby restaurant to buy some cakes and two espressos.

When he returned, he discovered Flores had looked at his laptop, and had learned of his ties to
Holloway.

Van der Sloot told cops he grabbed Flores by the neck and began a beating that ended only with
her death.

“I did not want to do it,” he later told cops, according to La Republica. “The girl intruded into my
private life. She had no right.”

Her decomposing corpse was found three days later.

He was nabbed a day later, last Thursday, by police in Chile. Authorities there found him in
possession of both his laptop and a chart indicating the tides in the Pacific off Lima, which led
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them to suspect he may have wanted to dump Flores’ body in the ocean.

Van der Sloot was quickly extradited to Peru.

On Monday, La Republica reported, van der Sloot spoke to his mother, Anita, on the phone for 20
minutes, and authorities believe she convinced him to tell the truth.

The Post’s exclusive pointed out that the FBI failed to file an extortion charge against van der
Sloot or try to have him detained in Aruba even after authorities there warned them he was
planning to leave the island — a lapse that allowed him to travel to Peru and allegedly take the life
of another woman.

Hours after that report appeared, federal law-enforcement officials began spinning the story — in
fact, two different stories.

Two feds told The Associated Press that US authorities delayed arresting van der Sloot because
they wanted to build a murder case against him in Holloway’s disappearance.

But the FBI told ABC News the only reason it didn’t arrest van der Sloot was because it didn’t
have sufficient evidence to build an extortion case even after the payoff was made.

Van der Sloot was charged with extortion the same day he was extradited to Peru.

Private Investigator Bo Dietl, who was hired by the Holloway family, told AP that the FBI sent 10 or
12 agents to Aruba to tail van der Sloot after it set up the sting.

The young man claimed his dad, who died in February, helped him bury Natalee’s body.

Van der Sloot showed Twitty’s representative, under FBI surveillance, where the body was
supposedly buried, but they found nothing.
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Joran van der Sloot has told police he knows where the remains of missing Alabama teen Natalee
Holloway can be found.

In an interview with The Associated Press, Gen. Cesar Guardia said Van der Sloot “let slip that he
knew the place where this person was buried” but “would only testify before Aruba authorities.”

The bombshell development came as authorities prepared to lodge murder charges against van
der Sloot for the savage slaying of Stephany Flores, 21, in Lima, Peru on May 30 — five years to
the day after Holloway vanished on the Caribbean island.

‘OTHER GIRLS’ HAUNT PALS OF HOLLOWAY

TAT'S NOT TRUE: Joran van der Sloot, getting a checkup after his bust, bares a tattoo of the Thai words for "No
worries." An affidavit yesterday revealed an earlier vow to tell where Natalee Holloway is buried.
AP
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Meanwhile, a newly released FBI affidavit showed how van der Sloot, 22, shook down Holloway’s
mom last month for $250,000 with a similar promise to tell how he killed her 18-year-old daughter
and where her remains could be found — a promise that turned out to be a lie.

Van der Sloot has been the prime suspect in the Holloway case for years and has given multiple,
conflicting accounts of what happened the night met her. But he has never been charged in the
case.

Desperate for money in late March, he reached out via a New York lawyer to Natalee’s mom, Beth
Twitty, and offered to tell the supposedly true version.

In the affidavit, unsealed in Alabama federal court yesterday, FBI Special Agent William Bryan lays
out how van der Sloot exploited Twitty’s grief by coldly turning her tragedy into a business
transaction.

Van der Sloot on March 29 e-mailed a “cooperating witness,” offering to guide him to Natalee’s
body, the affidavit said.

The “cooperating witness” was Twitty’s lawyer, John Kelly, according to Bo Dietl, a private eye
hired by the Holloway family.

The e-mail threatened that “unless Mrs. Twitty paid the money demanded, he [van der Sloot]
would not disclose where the remains of her daughter were hidden,” the affidavit said.
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In later e-mails, he said he would take the “cooperating witness” to her body for a $25,000 down
payment.

He was supposed to get the rest of the quarter-million dollars after the body was recovered and
proven to be Holloway’s.

Van der Sloot “insisted that a written contract between him and Ms. Twitty” be prepared by Kelly
laying out the deal’s terms, according to the feds. Kelly drew up the contract and faxed it to Twitty
in Birmingham, Ala., where she signed it and faxed it back.

On April 15, Twitty transferred $100 from her bank account to van der Sloot’s bank in the
Netherlands to confirm that it “was, in fact, a good account,” the affidavit said.

She then wired another $10,000 to Kelly so he could bring it to Aruba for a May 10 face-to-face
meeting with van der Sloot in a hotel room. Up to a dozen FBI agents were there, secretly
recording the meeting.

When van der Sloot showed up, both men signed two copies of the contract with Twitty “and took
pictures of each other signing the agreement” before Kelly handed over the $10,000 in cash.

Kelly then phoned Twitty, who wired $15,000 from her Birmingham bank to van der Sloot’s
Netherlands account, the FBI said.

Kelly and van der Sloot then got into the lawyer’s rental car and drove to a house where van der
Sloot said Natalee’s body had been buried, the affidavit said.

Van der Sloot told Kelly that Holloway had died on May 30, 2005, when “he had thrown her to the
ground after she had attempted to stop him from leaving her,” the affidavit said. “Van der Sloot
claimed that when she fell, she hit her head on a rock and died as a result of the impact.”

He claimed that after killing her, he contacted his father, a prominent judge who died this past
February, the affidavit said. The judge supposedly went to the death scene and hid Natalee’s
body. A few days later, van der Sloot told Kelly “his father buried Natalee’s body” in “the gravel
under the foundation” of the house he showed Kelly, the affidavit said.

The FBI affidavit said gaping holes in van der Sloot’s story were quickly discovered by Aruban
authorities after he parted ways with Kelly. Building records show there was no foundation on the
land at the time Holloway disappeared.

And in a May 17 e-mail to Kelly from van der Sloot — then in Peru — “van der Sloot admitted to
the cooperating witness that he had lied about the location of Holloway’s body,” the affidavit said.

The FBI agents had more than enough evidence to charge van der Sloot with extortion after he
received the money, and Aruban authorities could have detained him for his admissions of killing
Holloway, Dietl told The Post.
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“The FBI dropped the f—ing ball,” Dietl said. “They should have insisted on him being held.”

Two weeks later, he admittedly killed Flores.

Van der Sloot — whose chest is tattooed with a Thai phrase meaning “No worries” — is expected
to be formally charged today with Flores’ murder.

dan.mangan@nypost.com
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Natalee Holloway’s close high-school girlfriends are “sick” after learning
the man last seen with her in Aruba has confessed to killing another young woman who fell into
his clutches.

“I was scared something like this would happen,” said Claire Fierman about last week’s arrest of
Joran van der Sloot for the murder of Stephany Flores in Peru. “I didn’t see this as a sign he killed
Natalee — I’ve had that gut instinct from the beginning.”

“I wonder if this is only the second time this happened. I thought, ‘Are there other girls?’ ” said
Fierman, who burst into tears when she talked about how she saw Natalee hours before she
disappeared in 2005 after meeting van der Sloot in Aruba.

Fierman, 23, said that after she heard the news that van der Sloot was being sought for killing
Flores on May 30 — the fifth anniversary of Holloway’s disappearance — “I was sick to my
stomach.”

“Another girl lost her life because no one did anything five years ago,” said the Birmingham
resident. “I can’t even describe the feeling. . . . I think he is a very sick person and someone who
may have done this to other girls.”

Mallie Tucker is another Holloway friend who was rocked by the news. Her mom, Vivian, had
employed Natalee at her organic grocery story.

“She has been real depressed since this happened. It’s just like the nightmare doesn’t seem to
end,” Vivian said.

Claire Fierman
Brigitte Stelzer
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“I called my daughter when I heard, and she had just heard it on TV and said, ‘I’m just so sick of
seeing his face, but I’m so glad he is behind bars and maybe in a place where he won’t be able to
get out and hurt someone else,’ ” the mom recalled.

“I was so relieved, but so sorry for that girl,” Tucker said. “I think he is a serial rapist and if
someone makes him mad, and if they don’t cooperate, he just kills them. I think there are a lot of
people he has killed.”
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LIMA, Peru — After he was charged with first-degree murder by a Peruvian judge, Joran van der
Sloot got an earful today from an angry mob of people who yelled and threw objects at him as
cops hastily transported the Dutchman to jail.

Lima Superior Court Judge Juan Buendia issued the order before dawn and the 22-year-old
suspect was first taken with other prisoners in an armored truck to Lima’s judicial palace, then
alone to an eastern Lima prison where he will have his own cell in a segregated block.

“The aggravating factors are having acted with ferocity and great cruelty,” the judge said.

Joran van der Sloot, left, sits between officers while being transported in a police car in Lima Thursday.
AP

26/07/2024 11:30 Angry crowd shouts ‘Murderer’ as Van der Sloot is taken to jail

https://nypost.com/2010/06/11/angry-crowd-shouts-murderer-as-van-der-sloot-is-taken-to-jail/ 2/6



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

BREAKING NEWS

Joran van der Sloot to reveal location
of Natalee Holloway’s body, police
indicate

U S  N E WS

By Post Staff Report

Published June 11, 2010, 1:50 a.m. ET

LOG IN

26/07/2024 11:30 Joran van der Sloot to reveal location of Natalee Holloway’s body, police indicate

https://nypost.com/2010/06/11/joran-van-der-sloot-to-reveal-location-of-natalee-holloways-body-police-indicate/ 1/7

215



Joran van der Sloot knows the location of the remains of missing teen Natalee Holloway in Aruba
and is willing to lead authorities there, Peruvian police indicated Thursday.

The Dutchman is being held in Lima over the alleged murder of 21-year-old Stephany Flores,
whose battered body was found in a hotel room in early June.

He has allegedly confessed to the killing.

Van der Sloot, 22, also remains the lone suspect in Holloway’s disappearance more than five
years ago — her body has never been found.

Joran Van der Sloot is escorted by the police as he is transferred from the police headquarters to the
prosecutor's office in Lima.
REUTERS
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Police sources have told NBC News that van der Sloot is now willing to tell authorities in Aruba
where to find the Alabama teenager’s remains.

“In relation to the presume homicide of the American citizen Natalee Holloway which occurred on
30 May 2005 en Aruba,” a rough translation from a Peruvian police press release says, according
to Fox News Channel.

“Motion against van der Sloot has manifested in the finding of her body, and the information is
provided to authorities in Aruba.”

It has also emerged that van der Sloot may have been lying when he told police that he killed
Flores in anger after she used his laptop and found details of his connection to the Holloway case.

An unconfirmed report from a police source said further interrogation had revealed that van der
Sloot had actually planned to rob Flores, according to Fox presenter Greta Van Susteren’s blog
Greta Wire.

It is thought Peruvian police will charge van der Sloot with “homicidio agravado” — premeditated
aggravated homicide. This would bring the highest possible sentence of 35 years.

Flores and van der Sloot met in Lima and gambled together in the Atlantic City Casino, which is
owned by a friend of Flores’ influential politician father, Ricardo Flores Sr.

After chatting and drinking with him, Flores drove van der Sloot in her Jeep to the Miraflores Hotel
Tac, where they went to his room at about 5:20am local time May 30.

Flores’ body was found days later by hotel workers and van der Sloot was arrested in Chile a day
later. He was then extradited to Peru.
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The prime suspect in Natalee Holloway’s disappearance was pelted with tomatoes yesterday as
Peruvian authorities formally charged him with murdering and robbing another young woman he
befriended.

“Murderer!” and “disgrace!” a crowd screeched as cops paraded Joran van der Sloot, 22, past the
crush and into a Lima courthouse.

A judge ordered the dastardly Dutchman jailed without bail, saying he killed Stephany Flores, 21,
with “ferocity and great cruelty” after a night of poker.

Last night, van der Sloot asked to be placed in a cell by himself out of fear that other inmates
would kill him.

LIMA BEANED: Peruvian cops take Joran van der Sloot -- suspected of killing Natalee Holloway and a Peruvian
woman -- through crowds yesterday.
Reuters
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The Flores slaying occurred on May 30, five years to the day after American teen Holloway
disappeared in Aruba after last being seen with van der Sloot.

He has told cops in Peru that he will confess to Aruban officials where he dumped Holloway’s
corpse if the Arubans visit him in jail.

Peruvian police said van der Sloot was motivated by robbery to kill Flores.

The Lima police chief, Gen. Cesar Guardia, told ABC’s “Good Morning America” that “Joran struck
Stephany repeatedly, strangled her, shook her, threw her on the ground” in his Lima hotel room.

“And when he saw that she was still breathing, he used his own shirt to suffocate her.

“When he left the room that morning” to flee to Chile, Guardia told ABC, “Joran took Stephany’s
cash, jewelry, credit cards, ID and her car, which he abandoned a few miles away.”

Holloway’s mom, Beth Twitty, is “obviously devastated” about Flores’ death, her lawyer said.

“It’s a second nightmare for her,” lawyer John Kelly told NBC’s “Today” show. “Another girl is dead,
and another family is living the nightmare she went through.”

Adding to her pain is the fact that van der Sloot financed his trip to Peru after receiving $25,000 of
Twitty’s money on May 10. As part of an FBI sting that day, the Dutchman met with Kelly in Aruba
and agreed to disclose how he killed Natalee and disposed of her remains.

Van der Sloot told Kelly that Natalee died when he shoved her to the ground and she hit her head
on a rock. He also said his father later buried her body under the foundation of a house.
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But the FBI said that house had not yet been built when Natalee disappeared.

Kelly said he does not know why the FBI didn’t immediately charge van der Sloot or ask Aruban
officials to detain him before he traveled to Peru.

Van der Sloot was charged in Alabama federal court only on June 3, hours after he was busted
while on the lam in Chile.

dan.mangan@nypost.com
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Accused murderer Joran van der Sloot passed his first nights in a Peruvian jail terrified that he’d
be killed by inmates, newspapers reported yesterday.

The 22-year-old Dutch citizen had been moved to Lima’s Castro Castro jail after a judge charged
him Friday in the murder of Stephany Flores, 21, whom he had met at a casino in the Peruvian
capital.

He told authorities he and Flores had returned to his hotel room May 30 to play poker online, the
Peruvian papers said.

He got a threatening e-mail that linked him to the disappearance exactly five years earlier of
Alabama teen Natalee Holloway in Aruba. Flores saw it and panicked, van der Sloot reportedly
said.

She hit him on the head, and he smashed her with his elbow, leaving her half-conscious, he
reportedly told police. He then grabbed Flores by the neck and squeezed, according to Peruvian
papers.

VAN DER SLOOT Fears a jailhouse attack.
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Say hello to 326390 — otherwise known as murder suspect Joran van der Sloot.

This never-before-seen mug shot was aired on Peruvian TV yesterday.

The wily Dutchman is behind bars in Lima, accused of murdering a 21-year-old student he met
hours earlier in a casino.

Now van der Sloot is reportedly trying to wheel and deal his way out of Peru.

He’s so fearful of rough Peruvian prisons that van der Sloot wants to cut a deal for information on
where Natalee Holloway’s remains are buried in the hopes he’ll be shipped back to Aruba,
according to People magazine.

He has long been considered the prime suspect in the Alabama teen’s 2005 disappearance.

Van der Sloot was handed over to Peruvian authorities last week on charges that he killed student
Stephany Flores, 21, in his Lima hotel room on May 30, five years to the day after Holloway went
missing in Aruba. He fled to Chile but was quickly picked up and sent back to Peru.

While in Chile, he told cops that unidentified robbers savagely beat Flores to death.

“A man came out of the bathroom blocking the access door with a knife in his hand. On the bed
was another man with a gun,” the Spanish-language report quotes him as saying. “The man with
the knife said to be quiet, but Stephany began talking in a loud voice.”

Cops in Peru have said van der Sloot has since confessed to Flores’ murder.

Joran van der Sloot
AP
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LIMA, Peru — For all of his garrulous charm, Joran van der Sloot didn’t do himself any favors in
his online interactions, where his generation tends to reveal a lot about itself.

“If I would have to describe myself as an animal it would be a snake,” he wrote on his YouTube
page. Perhaps wistfully wishing the past undone, he continued: “however, I want to be a lion and
one day I will be a lion.”

At age 22, Van der Sloot is now a caged animal. He sits in a bleak third-world prison, where he
fears his fellow inmates. After requesting isolation, he shares a cellblock with a reputed Colombian
murderer-for-hire.

Van der Sloot’s journey from the quiet comfort of Aruba to being escorted briskly in handcuffs past
Peruvian crowds screaming “murderer” is a tale of dissolution, deception and increasing
desperation, according to friends and people who have chronicled his life.

Bracketing that journey are the May 30, 2005, disappearance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba and,
five years later to the day, the strangling death of Stephany Flores in his hotel room in Lima, Peru.

Bred in privilege on a Caribbean tourist island, a high school soccer and tennis star, the
handsome, physically imposing young Dutchman has fallen about as far as a young man can fall.
But between the disappearance of Holloway, one year his senior, and the death of Flores, one
year his junior, where was Joran Van Der Sloot? What journey led him from the ashes of one
missing-persons case to the heart of a murder?

No arguments here: Holloway murder suspect Joran van der Sloot called himself "a snake" online after the
teen's disappearance.
AP
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Who, really, is he?

___

The moment word got out that Van der Sloot was suspected of Flores’ murder, speculation swirled
that he’d left a trail of young female victims in his travels — that he was something of a playboy
killer for the globalized 21st century. He likes to travel, after all, and there were visits to Cambodia,
Hong Kong, Venezuela, the United States.

Peruvian police officials called Van der Sloot a “psychopath.” A New York detective who worked
for the Holloways, Bo Dietl, branded him “a homicidal maniac.”

But no evidence has emerged thus far linking Van der Sloot to any other disappearances or
killings, and he certainly does not fit the profile of a deranged loner. He has had plenty of
interpersonal relationships — friends, girlfriends, ardent defenders.

“Joran isn’t a monster and isn’t a serial killer,” his cousin, Natalia den Boer, told the AP. “I think that
Joran needs help. Because something is bad in his head.”

Before Lima, the only case in the past five years where he’s known to have caused bodily harm
was in January 2008. Then, he threw a glass of red wine in the face of Dutch crime reporter Peter
de Vries right after a live TV program on which the journalist called him a liar.

But the five years in between those brackets — Holloway and Flores — were bumpy ones for Van
der Sloot:

He is twice arrested in the Holloway disappearance, and twice released. He is harassed by crime-
obsessed media and tracked doggedly by investigators hired by the Holloway family.

He relocates to Holland but, perpetually accosted, can’t live a normal university student’s life. He
settles in Thailand, where he studies business without earning a degree. He buys a coffee shop.

In February, his prominent lawyer father collapses and dies of a heart attack on an Aruba tennis
court at age 57. Van der Sloot flies home, lingering there after the funeral.

Then he moves. Strapped for cash, he obtains $25,000 from Holloway’s mother in exchange for a
promise to lead her to her daughter’s body. The FBI secretly records the alleged extortion but Van
der Sloot is not arrested.

Instead, he heads off to Lima to play poker. He kills Flores, Peru’s police say, after a night of poker
with her at a casino in which he had about 10 drinks of whiskey and pisco while she drank wine.
The evidence against him is so overwhelming, they say, that he has no choice but to confess.

But what motivated Van der Sloot, as his signed confession describes, to slam Flores in the face
with his right elbow, strangle her for a full minute, then take off his shirt and asphyxiate her?
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In the confession, a copy of which was obtained by The Associated Press, he says Flores threw
the first blow.

The two were playing online poker on his laptop, said Van der Sloot, when an insulting message
arrived mentioning the Holloway case and saying, “I’m going to kill you, you little Mongoloid.” He
said that after he explained the Holloway disappearance and how he’d been accused of it, she
punched him on the left side of his head.

There is no mention in the confession about Flores and Van der Sloot having sexual relations.
Police say there is no evidence of sexual abuse.

Peru’s criminal police chief, Gen. Cesar Guardia, says he’s skeptical about Van der Sloot’s story.
The defendant is, after all, a person who described himself as “a pathological liar” in a 2007 book
he co-wrote when several of the figures in the Holloway saga cashed in on the case with
published accounts.

Asked about his motive for killing Flores, Van der Sloot told his questioners he didn’t really know.
“I lost control of my actions,” the confession quotes him as saying. “I didn’t know what I was
doing.”

___

Van der Sloot’s Facebook picture is a near-empty bottle of Johnny Walker Red whisky, corked,
with a powerboat at rest in the ocean as a backdrop.

He likes the rapper Notorious B.I.G. and pop singer Katy Perry, the TV show South Park. He has
160 kills in the game “Mob Wars” and likes “Pissing in random places when totally drunk/wasted,”
Texas Hold’em Poker, Heineken beer and Barack Obama.

On his DateInAsia.com profile page, created when he was living in Thailand, he says he is
attractive, agnostic, a smoker, regular drinker and a former professional card player. He retired
from cards, he says, because it’s “too much stress and ups and downs.”

In the sleepy Bangkok suburb of Muang Ake, he attended Rangsit University in 2008 as a
business major but dropped out and bought the Sawadee Cup cafe just off the campus, which
served sandwiches and pizza.

One person who met Van der Sloot there, a 35-year-old schoolteacher from Illinois named
Matthew Lufcy, was struck by his cavalier attitude about his notoriety.

“I would describe him as arrogant, like nobody can do anything to me. He wasn’t shy about it,”
Lufcy said. He said he met Van der Sloot’s then-girlfriend, a blonde from California. Lufcy was
surprised, given all the media attention on him, that she was with him.
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Van der Sloot may have been a charmer, but he apparently wasn’t much of a businessman. So
says the young Thai woman who, with her American boyfriend, bought the cafe from him early this
year.

“I looked at the documents and balance sheets he left. Many items just look wrong,” said the
woman, who would identify herself only by her first name, Siripat. Still, Siripat described him as “a
very affable guy. He’d invite us for meals. Sometimes, he’d let us eat for free at his cafe.”

One souvenir Van der Sloot apparently picked up in Thailand is visible on his chest in a photo
taken during a medical checkup after Chilean police handed him over to Peruvian authorities on
June 4. It is a tattoo that says, in Thai, “never mind.” The word reflects two prominent
characteristics of Thai culture in foreigners’ eyes: tolerance and forgiveness.

___

If Joran van der Sloot can be said to have a nemesis, it is De Vries, a no-nonsense 53-year-old
investigative reporter who has refused to leave him alone.

In 2008, the Dutch crime journalist broadcast video of Van der Sloot confessing in front of hidden
cameras in the Netherlands to having a friend dispose of Holloway’s body after, intoxicated, she
went into convulsions. In the conversation with businessmen and ex-con Patrick Van Eem, Van
der Sloot describes how he wanted her to give him oral sex.

In the video, Van Eem comments on the huge media hype the Holloway case has caused. Van
der Sloot, smoking what appears to be a large marijuana joint, smiles.

“But now,” he says, “I can abuse that as well.”

Nine months later, De Vries drops another bombshell. He airs undercover footage of Van der
Sloot in Bangkok alleging that he was trying to recruit Thai women to go to the Netherlands to
work as prostitutes. No women were actually delivered, and Thai authorities have no record of
ever opening an investigation.

Van der Sloot’s next confession comes that same month — November 2008. He tells Fox News’
Greta van Susteren that he sold Natalee into sexual slavery. But before she airs the interview, he
calls to say it was all a lie.

In recent months, particularly after the death of his father, it appears Van der Sloot got back into
gambling in a big way online.

“I do not have a real job but am a professional poker player,” he says on his YouTube page. He
says he hasn’t read many books, but if he had to choose a favorite it would be “Ace on the River”
by Barry Greenstein, a poker strategy book.
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Jaap Amesz, a Dutch reality TV star, befriended Van der Sloot and extracted yet another
confession from him in the Holloway disappearance. In this one, she falls off a balcony drunk and
is disposed of in a swampy lake.

On his blog, Amesz writes about how Van der Sloot was often broke and constantly losing at
poker. Van der Sloot, Amesz acknowledges, has swindled him, too.

“He likes to think of himself as a gambler, but he’s a loser,” said Harold Copus, a former FBI agent
who worked as a private investigator for Holloway’s family.

The Van der Sloot family’s finances were already depleted hiring lawyers to defend him in the
Holloway case. Now his mother Anita, an art teacher at Aruba’s international school, must pay for
defense counsel in Peru.

“She is devastated. She just lost her husband a few months ago, and now she’s essentially lost
her son,” said Julia Renfro, editor-in-chief of the newspaper Aruba Today.

Neither Van der Sloot’s mother, his two younger brothers or his friends or neighbors would speak
to the AP about the case. An old girlfriend, Aline Hibbert, replaced her Facebook photo with a
picture of words:

“Mind Your Own Business.”

___

On his TV show’s blog last week, De Vries reported that its reporters “have gotten countless e-
mails in recent months pointing to the money problems Joran had. He made up anything to get
money, and did not hesitate to pry money from the pockets of friends or his own family.”

The blog publishes an instant-message exchange it says is between Van der Sloot and a 20-year-
old girlfriend five days before Flores was killed. In it, he asks her to wire him 300 euros in Peru. He
claims his wallet has been stolen.

Separately, Amesz said on his blog that a close friend of Van der Sloot’s told him Joran had run
out of money, didn’t know how he’d pay his hotel bill and was hungry.

In the Peru confession, Van der Sloot says he took the equivalent of $300 from Flores’ wallet and
that he also paid drivers who took him south to Chile with his digital camera, his watch and some
clothing.

On the day he was arrested outside the Chilean capital, Van der Sloot told police an elaborate
story of two bandits jumping him and Flores in his Lima hotel room. According to a transcript
obtained by the AP, he asserted that one was armed with a pistol, the other with a knife.
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The knife-wielder told them to be quiet, it says, “but Stephany starts to talk in a loud voice and he
strikes her in the face, making her bleed from the nose.” The same men, Van der Sloot claims,
had pulled over Flores’ car the previous day and robbed them, taking $4,000 from her and a Thai
bracelet from him.

One person Van der Sloot didn’t deceive in Lima was Roberto Blades, brother of the famed
Panamanian singer and former government minister Ruben Blades. He told Peruvian media that
he played poker at the same table as Van der Sloot at the Atlantic City casino in Lima’s upscale
Miraflores district and said he warned casino employees about the Dutchman.

Blades, who lives in Miami, said he was surprised at how no one in Peru seemed to have heard
about the Holloway case.

He also said in one TV interview that he was astounded by Van der Sloot’s brazenness in asking
for help to find female companionship: “When you have that reputation, when you have history,
how can you so openly be talking about how you want to pick up women?”

For an answer, he might have turned to his acquaintance’s YouTube page. Listed by Van der
Sloot there as one of his favorite songs is “Fear,” by the rap artist Drake.

In its refrain, the rapper sings plaintively: “Please don’t be scared of me.”
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ORANJESTAD, Aruba — Natalee Holloway’s father was meeting Monday with Aruban authorities,
hoping the suspect in his daughter’s disappearance has provided new clues since being arrested
for the killing of a 21-year-old woman in Peru.

Dave Holloway planned to discuss the latest developments with prosecutors and investigators,
said Tim Miller, a friend and the founder of Texas EquuSearch, a group that has repeatedly
searched for the missing Alabama woman since her disappearance in 2005.

Miller, who is staying with Holloway in Aruba but not attending the meetings, said volunteers were
ready to immediately resume the search if there is any new information from Joran van der Sloot,
who was jailed Friday on charges of killing business student Stephany Flores on May 30 in a Lima
hotel.

Miller said the killing of Flores, on the fifth anniversary of 18-year-old Natalee Holloway’s
disappearance in Aruba, opened up old wounds for the distraught father, who has been frustrated
with the lack of progress by Aruban authorities.

“He’s very saddened,” Miller told The Associated Press. “He feels that if the Arubans had done
their job, Joran would be in jail and Stephany would be alive.”
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Holloway and Miller have made many previous trips to Aruba in search of clues about the teen
from Mountain Brook, Alabama, who was last seen leaving a bar with Van der Sloot on the final
night of a high school graduation trip to the Caribbean island.
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After elbowing Stephany Flores in the face, Joran van der Sloot saw “there was blood
everywhere” so he pressed his shirt over her face until she died.

The details of how van der Sloot allegedly killed Flores emerged today from a transcript of his
confession to cops.

They differ from allegations he made to police in Chile, where he was arrested after fleeing Peru.
He told cops there that robbers beat Flores to death.

“A man came out of the bathroom blocking the access door with a knife in his hand. On the bed
was another man with a gun,” he reportedly “The man with the knife said to be quiet, but
Stephany began talking in a loud voice.”

Joran van der Sloot 's mugshot.
AP
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CNN obtained a transcript of van der Sloot’s confession to Peruvian authorities.

Van der Sloot allegedly attacked Flores after she did a Web search and learned he was the prime
suspect in the disappearance five years ago of Natalee Holloway in Aruba.

“At that moment impulsively, with my right elbow I hit her in the face exactly on top of the nose,”
van der Sloot said in the transcripts. “I think she started to faint. It affected me so that I grabbed
her from the neck and strangled her for a minute.”

“After I responded with hitting her, I feared that she would go to the police and they would detain
me for what was an impulsive act,” van der Sloot said. “I think I wanted to kill her because I wasn’t
thinking.”

“There was blood everywhere,” van der Sloot said. “What am I going to do now. I had blood on my
shirt. There was also blood on the bed, so, I took my shirt and put it on her face, pressing hard,
until I killed Stephany.”

Van der Sloot’s attorney has said he will ask for the Peruvian confession to be thrown out because
it was coerced.

But Peruvian authorities say they have an air-tight case against the Dutchman.

En garde! Fencing World Cup opens in Brooklyn on FridayREAD NEXT

26/07/2024 11:29 Van der Sloot confession details how he killed young Peruvian

https://nypost.com/2010/06/14/van-der-sloot-confession-details-how-he-killed-young-peruvian/ 3/7



Barack and Michelle Obama officially endorse Kamala Harris for president

BREAKING NEWS

Joran’s psycho slay tale
U S  N E WS

By Dan Mangan

Published June 15, 2010, 4:00 a.m. ET

LOG IN

26/07/2024 11:29 Joran’s psycho slay tale

https://nypost.com/2010/06/15/jorans-psycho-slay-tale/ 1/8

222



26/07/2024 11:29 Joran’s psycho slay tale

https://nypost.com/2010/06/15/jorans-psycho-slay-tale/ 2/8



Joran van der Sloot has told cops in gory detail how he fatally beat and smothered a 21-
year-old Peruvian woman for punching him when she learned about his role in the Natalee
Holloway case, it was revealed yesterday.

“At that moment, impulsively, with my right elbow, I hit her in the face exactly on top of the nose,”
van der Sloot said, according to transcripts of his chilling confession.

“I think she started to faint. It affected me so that I grabbed her from the neck and strangled her for
a minute.

“There was blood everywhere. What am I going to do now? I had blood on my shirt. There was
also blood on the bed, so I took off my shirt and put it on her face, pressing hard, until I killed
Stephany, ” according to the confession, which was obtained by The Associated Press.

The 22-year-old Dutchman said he had downed about 10 whiskeys and a popular local grape
liquor, Pisco, at a casino before taking Stephany Flores back to his Lima hotel room in the wee
hours of May 30 — the fifth anniversary of Holloway’s disappearance in Aruba.

Flores was drinking wine, he said.

He said he and Flores began playing online poker on his laptop computer in his room when a
message suddenly popped up on the screen saying, “I’m going to kill you, you little Mongoloid.”

It’s unclear whom the message was from, but van der Sloot said it referenced his involvement in
Holloway’s disappearance — and that when he told Flores that he was suspected in the case, she

BERSERK: Joran van der Sloot (above) told cops he had no control when he killed Stephany Flores (inset).
Reuters

26/07/2024 11:29 Joran’s psycho slay tale

https://nypost.com/2010/06/15/jorans-psycho-slay-tale/ 3/8



flipped.

She slugged him on the left side of his head, van der Sloot told cops, and “I lost control of my
actions.

“I didn’t know what I was doing,” he said.

“After I responded with hitting her, I feared that she would go to the police and they would detain
me for what was an impulsive act. I think I wanted to kill her because I wasn’t thinking.”

Van der Sloot remains locked up the high-security area of Miguel Castro prison in Lima, where he
is awaiting a psychological evaluation. He is under 24-hour guard. The only other inmate in that
area is an alleged hit man from Colombia.

As for Holloway, Van der Sloot has not been charged in her presumed death. The Alabama teen
vanished May 30, 2005, after last being seen with him.

Van der Sloot has offered to reveal the location of Holloway’s remains to police if taken back to
Aruba.

But authorities have indicated that they are skeptical about anything he says.

After being nabbed on the lam in Chile for Flores’ slaying, the self-described “pathological liar”
initially told cops that she had been killed by unidentified robbers.

A month ago, van der Sloot also admitted lying about the whereabouts of Holloway’s remains in
Aruba.

His latest story about Flores’ death suggests he acted without premeditation or intent to rob her,
factors that could net him a less severe prison sentence if a judge buys his account.

Last week, his then-lawyer, Maximo Altez, said his client’s confession should be tossed out
because only a police-appointed defense attorney was present during the interrogation. Cops
rejected that claim.

Yesterday, Altez quit the case, saying it “has created many problems for me.”
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ORANJESTAD, Aruba — Prosecutors in Aruba said today they want to take Joran van der Sloot
up on his offer to discuss the unsolved disappearance of American teenager Natalee Holloway.

Judicial authorities in Peru are willing to arrange a conversation between island police and Van
der Sloot, Attorney General Robert Pietersz said. The Dutchman is awaiting trial in Peru in the
slaying of a 21-year-old woman in his Lima hotel room.

Van der Sloot told his jailers he is ready to clarify the Holloway case, but only to Aruba authorities.
He is the only remaining suspect in the 2005 disappearance.

An Aruba policeman and a prosecutor could travel to Peru as early as August, said Peter Blanken,
the island’s chief prosecutor.

Joran van der Sloot holds his inmate number before been transferred to the Miguel Castro Castro prison in
Lima.
AP
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Van der Sloot has said he fears for his life in the Peruvian prison. But regardless of what
information the suspect might provide in the Holloway case, it is unlikely he would be brought to
this Caribbean island before completing any sentence if convicted in the South American country,
Blanken said.

“I think it’s out of question because the case in Peru is a very severe case and the Peruvian
authorities have said they do not want to do that,” Blanken said.

Dave Holloway, the missing teen’s father, met with Aruba police Tuesday, Blanken said. He said
authorities did not have any new information in the case to discuss.

Natalee Holloway, an 18-year-old from Mountain Brook, Alabama, was last seen leaving a bar
with Van der Sloot on May 30, 2005, the final night of a high school graduation trip to Aruba.
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Prosecutors in Aruba said yesterday they want to take Joran van der Sloot up on his offer to
discuss the unsolved disappearance of Natalee Holloway.

Judicial authorities in Peru are willing to arrange a conversation between island police and van der
Sloot, Aruban Attorney General Robert Pietersz said. The Dutchman is awaiting trial in Peru in the
slaying of a 21-year-old woman in his Lima hotel room.

Van der Sloot told his jailers he is ready to clarify the case of 18-year-old Alabaman Holloway, but
only to Aruban authorities. He is the prime suspect in her 2005 disappearance.

An Aruban cop and a prosecutor could travel to Peru as early as August, said the island’s chief
prosecutor.

Van der Sloot has said he fears for his life in the Peruvian prison. But a prosecution in Aruba
would have to wait until he serves any sentence in the latest murder case.

VAN DER SLOOT Offers info on Natalee.
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Joran van der Sloot’s ex-girlfriend says the accused killer “was amazing” and a “romantic” — and
that she never witnessed his dark side, according to a bombshell interview.

Melody Granadillo said van der Sloot was her personal Prince Charming.

“He was amazing. … He was romantic,” the 23-year-old said of her former boyfriend in an
exclusive interview to air on “20/20” on Friday night.

“It was very playful, very honest. We could sit and talk for hours. We liked looking into each other’s
eyes.”

An excerpt of the interview was posted today on ABC News’ website.
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Granadillo said she met van der Sloot at a mutual friend’s birthday party in Aruba in October 2003
and dated for seven months.

The 16-year-old fell head over heels in love with the then-17-year-old van der Sloot — the man
she calls “Chi Chi” or “Mr. Wiggles.”

“I told him I liked red Skittles … and what he did was he made this vase at school, went and
bought a lot of Skittles packets, he took all the red ones out … and as a present I got a vase full of
red Skittles,” Granadillo said. “He did things like that … he was real thoughtful.”

She said they broke up after she learned their romance was built on lies.

“He would lie for no apparent reason at all … and if you caught him at it … he would double down
and be even more serious about the story,” she said.

Granadillo claims he told her that he was also a virgin, but was really a promiscuous playboy who
cheated on her.

Despite their break-up, Granadillo remained close with the Dutchman, staying in touch through
the disappearance of Natalee Holloway and up until his now-infamous trip to Peru.

This comes as prosecutors in Aruba said earlier this week that they want to take van der Sloot up
on his offer to discuss Holloway’s mysterious disappearance.

Judicial authorities in Peru are willing to arrange a conversation between island police and van der
Sloot.
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The Dutchman is awaiting trial in Peru in the slaying of a 21-year-old woman in his Lima hotel
room.

Van der Sloot told his jailers he is ready to clarify the case of 18-year-old Alabaman Holloway, but
only to Aruban authorities. He is the prime suspect in her 2005 disappearance.

Van der Sloot has said he fears for his life in the Peruvian prison. But a prosecution in Aruba
would have to wait until he serves any sentence in the latest murder case.
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She’s the lucky one who got away.

A former girlfriend of suspected murderer Joran van der Sloot insisted the young man she dated
was a thoughtful romantic — and not a cold-blooded lady killer.

Melody Granadillo, 23, said she dated van der Sloot for seven months when she was 16 and
recalled a sensitive, fun-loving kid whom she nicknamed Chi Chi and Mr. Wiggles.

“He was amazing,” Granadillo told ABC’s “20/20” in an interview airing tonight. “He was romantic.”

The teens met at a friend’s birthday party in 2003 in Aruba, long before murder suspect van der
Sloot made world headlines for his connection to missing Alabama teenager Natalee Holloway.
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Peruvian cops have accused van der Sloot, 23, of slaughtering a woman he met at a Lima casino
— 21- year-old Stephany Flores — on May 30, five years to the day after Holloway’s
disappearance.

But to Granadillo, van der Sloot was a sweetheart during their brief romance.

“We could sit and talk for hours,” she said. “We liked looking into each other’s eyes.”

They eventually went their separate ways, due in part to van der Sloot’s ability to lie so easily.
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Joran van der Sloot’s mother rushed to her son’s defense, telling the Dutchman’s ex-girlfriend that
he is “not a monster” and not responsible for any murders, according to a new report.

Anita van der Sloot, in an email obtained by ABC News, made excuses for her son, writing that he
is a victim.

“I am not giving interviews to any American media station because I don’t trust them. Stay safe
and pray for Joran,” she wrote. “He is not the monster they like the world to see. He is
traumatized, depressed [and] has an addiction. He is not a murderer. It stinks and feels like a big
trap set up for him.”

The email was sent to Joran’s ex-girlfriend, Melody Granadillo, who spilled the beans on van der
Sloot in an interview that airs tonight on ABCs “20/20.”

Granadillo, 23, said she met van der Sloot when she was 16 and their teenage love affair
blossomed.
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“It was real,” Granadillo said. “We liked looking into each other’s eyes.”

Granadillo said van der Sloot had a gambling problem — but knew him to be a sweet guy.

“I know that he has a gambling problem, so I thought maybe that was taking over,” said
Granadillo.

Despite their break-up, Granadillo never lost contact with van der Sloot, staying in touch through
the disappearance of Alabama teen Natalee Holloway and up until his now-infamous trip to Peru.

Van der Sloot was arrested recently for allegedly murdering 21-year-old Peruvian Stephany Flores
in his hotel room.

Van der Sloot told police he explained to Flores the Holloway disappearance and how he had
been eyed in the case. Van der Sloot has long been suspected — but never charged — in
Holloway’s presumed death. The Alabama teen vanished May 30, 2005, after last being seen in
his company on the island of Aruba.

After hearing van der Sloot’s tale, Flores punched him in the head – sending him into a murderous
rage, he told cops.

“At that moment, impulsively, with my right elbow I hit her in the face exactly on top of the nose,”
van der Sloot told police, according to CNN.

“I think she started to faint. It affected me so that I grabbed her from the neck and strangled her for
a minute.”
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“There was blood everywhere,” van der Sloot said. “What am I going to do now? I had blood on
my shirt. There was also blood on the bed, so I took off my shirt and put it on her face, pressing
hard, until I killed Stephany.”

Police are skeptical about whether van der Sloot – a self-described “pathological liar” – is telling
the truth.

After being nabbed on the lam in Chile, van der Sloot initially told cops that Flores had been killed
by unidentified robbers.

A month ago, van der Sloot also admitted lying about the whereabouts of Holloway’s remains in
Aruba.
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Joran van der Sloot “may indeed have done something to Stephany [Flores] in Peru,” his mother
said in an interview with a Dutch newspaper, according to new reports.

Van der Sloot, who is the main suspect in the 2005 disapperance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba,
has been charged in the murder of Flores and cops in Peru say he issued a detailed confession.

“I now believe that Joran may indeed have done something to Stephany in Peru. Maybe in a burst
of anger? I don’t know,” Anita van der Sloot told De Telegraaf, according to ABCNews.com. “I think
it is intensely sad that that businessman Flores has lost his daughter, and I my son. That’s how it
feels.”

Just last week ABC News obtained an email Anita wrote saying her son is “not a murderer.”

In the De Telegraaf interview, she said Joran suffers from mental problems.

After his arrest in the Holloway case, van der Sloot should’ve gotten psychiatric help, his mother
said.

“He lied so much, that we became desperate. He said to me too, ‘Mom, I sometimes don’t know
any more if something is a lie or the truth,'” the paper quoted her as saying. “Joran is sick in his
head, but he didn’t want any help.”

Van der Sloot, 22, has been jailed in Peru on suspicion of killing 21-year-old Flores on May 30 —
five years to the day after Holloway’s still-unsolved disappearance while on vacation in Aruba.
Holloway was last seen alive with Van der Sloot.

He is due to be interviewed by a judge in Lima next week.
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The van der Sloot family lives in Aruba, where the interview was conducted. Anita told the paper
her son had abruptly disappeared in mid-May two days before he was due to travel to the
Netherlands to stay at a mental institution. He left a note saying he was going to Peru.

Van der Sloot had been traveling the world but returned to Aruba in April after his father Paul died
of a heart attack while playing tennis.

Van der Sloot confessed to, then later retracted, involvement in Holloway’s disappearance several
times publicly and privately. He has told his jailers in Peru he is ready to clarify the Holloway case
— but only with Aruba authorities.

In the Telegraaf interview Anita told the paper she does not believe Joran killed Holloway.

“But if he killed Stephany, he’ll have to pay the price. I won’t visit him in his cell, I cannot embrace
him,” she was quoted saying.

She said Joran’s mental health had deteriorated steadily from the time of the Holloway
disappearance. She attributed his decline in part to intense media scrutiny.

She told the paper he had called her several days before Flores’ death.

“He said he was being followed. He had been arrested together with a girl and robbed. He was
not making sense,” the paper quoted her as saying.

“I can’t cry for Joran like I did for Paul [her husband]. I hope that he gets psychological help.”

–With the Associated Press
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The mom of accused killer Joran van der Sloot admitted her son “may indeed have” murdered a
Peruvian woman — but still insists he didn’t harm missing Alabama teen Natalee Holloway.
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Anita van der Sloot told the Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf that she’s coming to the sad
conclusion that her son beat Stephany Flores to death on May 30.

“I now believe that Joran may indeed have done something to Stephany in Peru. Maybe in a burst
of anger? I don’t know,” the mom said, according to a translation by ABC News.

“I think it is intensely sad that that businessman [Ricardo] Flores has lost his daughter — and I my
son. That’s how it feels.”

Van der Sloot has long been linked to Holloway’s disappearance.

He was among the last people to see Holloway, then 18, the day she vanished while on a
graduation trip to Aruba in 2005.

Holloway’s body has never been found.

Despite admitting her son may have killed Flores, Anita van der Sloot still wants to believe her son
had nothing to do with Holloway’s disappearance exactly five years earlier.

“I believed Joran. Despite his many lies. I felt that he didn’t have anything to do with the
disappearance of Natalee Holloway in 2005,” the heart-broken mom said.

In fact, Anita van der Sloot said the stress of being falsely accused probably sent Joran over the
edge.

“After he was arrested for Natalee’s disappearance, he was traumatized,” she said.
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“We made a big mistake then. We sent him to the Netherlands to study. He should have gone to a
closed clinic. He needed psychological help even back then. He wasn’t getting any rest. He was
being persecuted.

“After that, people started pointing fingers at him,” she said. “He pretended like it didn’t affect him.
Joran was trying to appear tough.”

If van der Sloot is convicted in the Flores murder, he shouldn’t expect visits from Mom.

“If he killed Stephany, he’ll have to pay the price,” she said. “I won’t visit him in his cell. I cannot
embrace him.”
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A Dutch newspaper that interviewed Joran van der Sloot in his prison cell in Lima, Peru, said
today he has retracted his confession to the killing of a young woman there.

De Telegraaf said the 22-year-old Dutchman claims he only signed papers admitting killing
Stephany Flores because he was intimidated by police and had been promised he would be
transferred to the Netherlands if he confessed.

“I was very scared and confused during the interrogations and wanted to get away,” the paper
quoted him as saying. “In my blind panic, I signed everything, but didn’t even know what it said.”

Van der Sloot’s lawyer later petitioned for the confession to be declared invalid because the
defense lawyer present during it was state appointed.

Van der Sloot is the main suspect in Flores’ May 30 killing in a Lima hotel, exactly 5 years after the
still unsolved disappearance of U.S. teen Natalee Holloway on Aruba. He met both women in
casinos, and both were last seen alive in his company.

Peruvian President Alan Garcia has said Van der Sloot will have to be tried in Flores’ death before
any extradition request can be considered. In addition to possible involvement in Holloway’s
disappearance, for which Van der Sloot has not been charged, he is wanted by the FBI on
suspicion of attempting to extort money from the Holloway family.

If convicted of killing Flores, he faces from 15 to 35 years in prison in Peru.

Van der Sloot says he was intimidated into confessing to murder of Stephany Flores in Peru. He is the prime
suspect in the disappearance of U.S. teen Natalee Holloway.
AP

26/07/2024 11:25 Van der Sloot recants confession: report

https://nypost.com/2010/06/21/van-der-sloot-recants-confession-report/ 3/8



Prosecutors allege Van der Sloot killed Flores in his hotel room, where her body was found, with
“ferocity and great cruelty.” According to a transcript of the confession, he elbowed the young
woman in the nose, strangled her with both hands, threw her to the floor, took off his bloodied shirt
and asphyxiated her.

The newspaper said he now says that’s not true.

“I was tricked,” the paper quoted Van der Sloot as saying of Flores’ killing. “I’ll explain later how it
all happened.”

He is scheduled to be interviewed by a judge in Lima this week.

A self-avowed compulsive liar, Van der Sloot has several times given and retracted admissions of
involvement in Holloway’s disappearance.

He is being held in a segregated block of the maximum-security Castro Castro prison in eastern
Lima. He asked to be separated from the main prison population out of fear for his life.

For now he has his own 6.6-by-11.5-foot (2-by-3.5-meter) cell, which is adjacent to that of a
reputed Colombian hit man, with whom he shares a television set.

Van der Sloot told the Telegraaf that rats crawl into his room through his toilet hole at night.

His mother Anita van der Sloot said in an interview published by the same newspaper over the
weekend that Van der Sloot suffers from mental problems. She said she doesn’t believe he had
killed Holloway, but if he killed Flores “he’ll have to pay the price” and she didn’t plan to visit him in
jail.

Holloway’s father Dave has called on Van der Sloot to reveal anything he knows about the
location of her body, which has never been found. Van der Sloot has said he will only talk about
the matter with Aruba authorities.

Flores’ father Ricardo told the Associated Press in an earlier interview that his daughter had
resisted her attacker, who he is certain was Van der Sloot. He said the Dutchman would be linked
to the crime by DNA evidence retrieved from under her fingernails.

He said he hopes that Van der Sloot will eventually be punished for the deaths of both women “so
that there can be justice.”

With AP
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Accused killer Joran van der Sloot begged a Peruvian judge yesterday to throw out his
confession, claiming cops tricked him by promising they’d let him return to the Netherlands if he
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admitted he killed a woman in his Lima hotel room.

Van der Sloot didn’t speak during a pretrial hearing, when his lawyer complained that the accused
killer did not have an attorney present when he spilled his guts.

The 22-year-old is accused of savagely beating Stephany Flores. Superior Court Judge Carlos
Morales didn’t immediately rule.

“In my blind panic, I signed everything, but didn’t even know what it said,” he claimed

Van der Sloot also remains the prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance in Aruba of Alabama
teenager Natalee Holloway.

She was last seen alive on May 30, exactly five years before Flores’ slaying.
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AMSTERDAM — Some women really go for the bad boy. Accused killer Joran van der Sloot says
he’s received several marriage offers from women while jailed in Lima, Peru, where he is awaiting
trial for allegedly killing a young woman in his hotel room.

“One of them even wants me to get her pregnant,” De Telegraaf newspaper quoted Van der Sloot
as saying.

Van der Sloot, 22, has been charged with the premeditated murder of 21-year-old Flores in his
hotel room in Lima, Peru — 5 years to the day after the 2005 disappearance of U.S. teenager
Natalee Holloway in Aruba, a resort island just north of Venezuela. He is the main suspect in
Holloway’s disappearance, but her body has never been found and he has never been charged.

He met both women in casinos and is the last person known to have seen them alive.

Talking to Peruvian police, Van der Sloot admitted killing Flores, but later said he only confessed
because he was intimidated and was promised he would be extradited to the Netherlands.

He faces a sentence of 15 to 35 years, if convicted.

A self-avowed liar, Van der Sloot also has admitted and retracted several confessions of
involvement in Holloway’s disappearance.

Superior Court Judge Carlos Morales visited Van der Sloot on Monday at the maximum-security
prison in eastern Lima where he is being held, but Van der Sloot refused to answer questions, on
instruction from his lawyer.

QUITE THE CATCH -- Jailed 'killer' Joran Van der Sloot brags women want to marry him, and one even wants
to have his baby,
REUTERS
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The lawyer, Maximo Altez, contends Van der Sloot’s confession in the Flores case isn’t valid
because the defense lawyer present when Van der Sloot made it was state-appointed.

According to a transcript of the confession, Van der Sloot elbowed Flores in the nose, strangled
her with both hands, threw her to the floor, took off his bloodied shirt and asphyxiated her.

De Telegraaf said Tuesday that Van der Sloot expressed no remorse at Flores’ death during the
20-minute interview its reporter conducted with him in his cell. The paper said Van der Sloot
claimed to have been “tricked” and that he would “explain later how it all happened.”

However, the paper said Van der Sloot would not answer direct questions about whether he killed
Flores.

“It’s my own fault I’m here” he was quoted saying, adding that he expected to spend two years in
jail before his trial.

Van der Sloot is being held in a segregated block of Castro Castro prison, having asked to be
separated from the main prison population out of fear for his life.

For now he has his own 6½-by-11½-foot (2-by-3.5-meter) cell, which is adjacent to that of a
reputed Colombian hit man, with whom he shares a television set.

Van der Sloot’s mother Anita has said her son suffers from mental problems. She says she
doesn’t believe he killed Holloway, but if he killed Flores he would have to face his punishment
and she wouldn’t visit him in jail.

The suspect was quoted by the paper today as saying he understood his mother’s position.

“I have hurt her and too many other people,” De Telegraaf quoted him saying. “If only I had
listened to her.”

Cuomo cruises in new pollREAD NEXT
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When it comes to TV interviews these days, the most indispensable tool isn’t a video camera —
it’s a checkbook.

ABC and NBC are paying six figures this week for high-profile interviews, according to
knowledgeable sources — despite policies that usually forbid it.

An interview with the mother of accused killer Joran van der Sloot that will air today on “Good
Morning America” and “Nightline” cost ABC at least $100,000.

ABC won a spirited network bidding war for the interview last week, sources say.

But the big ticket interview this week is a sit-down with Michael Jackson’s mom, Katherine, that is
set to air Friday night on NBC’s “Dateline.”

The price of that chat on the first anniversary of her son’s death? About $340,000, according to
several sources.

The competition for newsmaker interviews is the driving force behind the wink-and-a-nudge
practice of paying headline names to go in front of the cameras.

One commentator called the no-pay policy TV’s equivalent of the 55-mph speed limit — a rule no
one really pays much attention to.

The Dutch TV company that interviewed Anita van der Sloot twice — in Dutch and then in English
— late last week assured the networks that the money was not going either to the mother or the
22-year-old accused killer.
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But it appears that a portion of the $100,000 fee will go to pay Joran’s lawyers in Peru, where he
is charged with murdering a young woman, Stephany Flores. He is also the main suspect in the
disappearance five years ago of Natalee Holloway in Aruba.

“We didn’t conduct the interview,” said an ABC News spokesman. “We paid a licensing fee to the
production company for the US rights. That’s it.”

ABC caught a lot of flak earlier this year when it agreed to pay the family of murdered tot Caylee
Anthony $200,000 for the use of photos and video.

Meanwhile, just this week, it was revealed that Michael Jackson’s estate, in the year since his
death, has earned more than $1 billion.

But Katherine Jackson has been cashing in on the anniversary wherever she can.

Next week, she is publishing a book of family photos, “Never Can Say Goodbye: The Katherine
Jackson Archives.”

NBC, too, is licensing the interview — from Marc Schaffel, a former advisor to Michael, who once
sued the singer in a TV deal gone bad.

NBC had no comment yesterday on the licensing arrangement.
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The Peruvian woman who Joran van der Sloot is accused of killing was drugged before she was
murdered, according to the official toxicology report

The report, obtained by RadarOnline.com, reveals that amphetamines were found in the body of
Stephany Flores.

“The analysis gave positive only to amphetamines,” according to the report.

It is not known if she took the drugs voluntarily or if van der Sloot gave them to her.

Van der Sloot confessed to killing Flores, 21, in a Lima hotel room after the two met playing poker
at a casino. He has since recanted his confession.

Van der Sloot also remains the prime suspect in the 2005 disappearance in Aruba of Alabama
teenager Natalee Holloway. She was last seen alive on May 30, exactly five years before Flores’
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system before she was killed: report
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slaying.

Before showing up to court on Monday, van der Sloot gave an extensive interview to the Dutch
newspaper De Telegraaf.

“I was very scared and confused during the interrogations and wanted to get away,” he said. “In
my blind panic, I signed everything, but didn’t even know what it said.”

The accused killer reportedly told cops he flipped out after Flores snooped on his laptop and
discovered his connection to Holloway’s case.

“I was tricked [into the confession],” van der Sloot told the paper.

If convicted of killing Flores, van der Sloot could spend between 15 to 35 years in prison.

Van der Sloot remains locked up the high-security area of Miguel Castro prison in Lima, where he
is awaiting a psychological evaluation. He is under 24-hour guard. The only other inmate in that
area is an alleged Colombian hit man.
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Accused murderer Joran van der Sloot is sane, but has a tendency to disrespect women and “is
indifferent” when it comes to the welfare of others, according to his official police psychological
evaluation made public today.

The official psych exam, obtained by RadarOnline.com, conducted on van der Sloot finds that the
22-year-old Dutchman is sane, but raises several red flags.

The report also contains graphic details about the death of 21-year-old college student Stephany
Flores and the condition in which police in Peru found her body in a hotel room in Lima on June 2.

The report also details the autopsy administered on Flores shows that she died from blunt force
trauma and strangulation.

Her body was discovered by police three days after she was killed, the report found.

Van der Sloot’s ‘indifferent’ to the
welfare of others: report
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Van der Sloot is also a suspect in connection with the mysterious disappearance of Natalee
Holloway in Aruba five years ago. She was last seen alive on May 30, exactly five years before
Flores’ slaying.

A forensic psychologist who evaluated van der Sloot said the Dutchman “at the time of evaluation,
does not show pathological disorders that prevent [him] from perceiving and evaluating reality,”
according to the paperwork obtained by RadarOnline that was posted on their site.

But, according to the report, van der Sloot “denotes an average intellectual level,” “presents traces
of an antisocial personality,” and “is indifferent when it comes to the welfare of others.”

The report also said van der Sloot displays “poor social awareness that is evident in the violation
of the rules.”

The report also claims he “devalues” women, although it does not elaborate.

Van der Sloot remains in custody in Peru on murder charges. He is confined to a 6 1/2-by-11 1/2-
foot cell in a segregated wing of the notorious maximum-security Castro Castro prison in eastern
Lima.
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Joran van der Sloot, the Dutch lothario who is accused of murdering one young girl in Peru and is
the main suspect in the disappearance of Natalee Holloway in Aruba, is asking $1 million to do a
TV interview from jail, according to reports yesterday.

Van der Sloot is apparently trying to raise money to pay his lawyers for his upcoming murder trial
in Peru, where he has been held without bail for the May 30 killing of Stephany Flores, a girl he
met in a local casino.

The 22-year-old van der Sloot is said to be looking for a $1 million fee from the same Dutch TV
production company, Global Star, that paid his mother a six-figure fee for a TV interview that was
shown here on ABC last week.

“It’s a horrid thing to admit, but he could be right,” one TV exec told the Web site popeater.com,
which broke the story yesterday.

“An interview with him from behind bars would certainly get huge ratings,” he said. “And when you
think how much money the cast of ‘Friends‘ got per half-hour episode, $1 million for van der Sloot
could be considered a bargain.”

News officials at the major networks said yesterday that they had not heard that van der Sloot was
looking for a big payday before agreeing to an interview. That would suggest that no deal has yet
been made between van der Sloot and the Dutch TV company.

For the interview with his mother, Anita, Global Star staged a high-stakes auction among the US
networks that ABC News won with a bid described by insiders as over $100,000.

ABC aired portions of the interview — during which she said her son is “not a monster” but “has
[a] bipolar personality” — on “Good Morning America” and “Nightline.”
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Paying for interviews is a hot potato on TV right now, with all the networks claiming they don’t pay
for news. But through various other means — like paying outside production companies for
footage or paying for the right to family photos — TV news has been able to skirt its own rules.

The clips were clearly labeled as being bought from an outside source and the money, according
to the production company, went to van der Sloot’s lawyers for his defense.
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