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This master thesis relates to a research topic on deep learning focusing in particular to
one-shot learning, applied to the face recognition problem. In this work, the face recognition
problem is assimilated to the task consisting in identifying a person on a given picture. This
classification problem fits quite well with the One-Shot Learning setting since it’s supported by a
training set containing only few instances of each face, meaning that the model is expected
to quickly integrate new people’s face from few data, which represent the challenge carried by
one-shot learning.

To tackle this task, 2 main phases are defined. The first one refers to the Siamese Network
training, targeted to perform well on the face verification task. The second one consists in
achieving the face identification task by comparing a given probe face against a gallery so that the
most similar gallery faces give the identity of the probe face. This is also called the classification
phase. Besides those 2 main phase, in order to support the learning process based on few data, 2
extra steps are being defined. First, the Siamese network can be pretrained as encoder belonging
to an autoencoder targeting to reproduce input faces. Next, a data augmentation process is
defined by employing a Style GAN to derive synthetic face instances. A complete view of the
structure of the solution is given by Figure 1.

After this, regarding the performance of the face recognition task, a top-10 accuracy of 84%
can be obtained once a probe has been identified in front of a gallery of 200 people1. Besides
this, the Siamese Network can reach a f1-score of 87% on the verification task. The autoencoder
and the definition of synthetic data can improve the performance only in the case where very
little data are initially available (less than 500 face pictures typically).

Finally, some future work could nevertheless be dedicated to go deeper in the reinforcement
of the algorithm, by exploiting synthetic data mainly.

1where each identity is represented by 8 instances typically
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Figure 1: Global Structure of the solution
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